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Mubarak: 

Visit to 
Israel now 
would harm 
Syrian track 

BATSHEVA TS UR 
CAIRO 

EGYPT is trying to persuade Syr¬ 
ia to move forward with the 
peace process, but the Israeli- 
Jordanian peace treaty has set 
back Damascus’s readiness to ad¬ 
vance in that direction, President 
Hosni Mubarak said yesterday. 

The Egyptian president also 
said he would not visit Israel in 
the very near future, because of 
Syrian sensibilities. 

“The Syrians want peace,” 
Mubarak stressed in an interview 
with The Jerusalem Post, “but for 
psychological reasons, Syria can¬ 
not follow Jordan. I am speaking 
to. and persuading President 
i. [Hafez] Assad and so are others. 

1 thought we would see peace 
before the end of this year, but 
the Jordanian track stopped it.” 

Following a third round of 
talks with President Ezer Weiz- 
man yesterday, Mubarak said the 
two had exchanged views on the 
prospects of peace and on coop¬ 
eration on the Syrian track. He 
confirmed that he had also spo¬ 
ken to Assad by telephone 
earlier. 

“We are celebrating 17 years 
after our first meeting in Ismai- 
iiya and trying to pave the way to 
prevent obstacles, ” Mubarak 
said of his talks with Weizman. 

“President Weizman is very 
liked in Egypt and has many 
friends here. And Egypt is the 
pivotal country in the area for 
peace.” 

Mubarak urged Israel to show 
greater, patience iuptil seeing re- 
' suits of the peace process, "tie 
took to task those who claimed 
that the peace with Egypt was not 
warm, saying that every year it 
gets wanner. 

The time is not ripe for a visit 
to Israel right now, Mubarak 
added. “If it would solve the 
problems with Syria, I would 
come tomorrow. But if I come 
now, the Syrians would feel iso¬ 
lated. [Such a visit] would dam¬ 
age the chances for peace with 
Syria,” he added. 

Asked when he could expect 
movement on the Syrian track, 
Mubarak replied: “Probably next 
year there will be a 
breakthrough.” 

But be cautioned Israel against 
thinking that it would be possible 
to get peace with Syria along the 
Jordanian model. “There is pub¬ 
lic opinion in Syria too,” he said, 
adding that Assad would never 
agree to a peace where “even one 
centimeter of the Golan Heights 
remained in Israeli hands.” 

He said he shares Prime Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Rabin's concern 
about the threat of Islamic funda¬ 
mentalism. Egypt, Mubarak said, 
is cooperating on this subject not 
only with Israel but with other 
countries, as terrorism is now a 
worldwide problem. He said he 
could not predict how many votes 
Hamas would gain in the Pales¬ 
tinian elections or how much 
funding they would get from “the 
outside.” 

The Egyptian media yesterday 
gave extensive coverage to the 
(Continned on Page 2) 

Knif e-wielding 
man shot near 
White House 

WASHINGTON (AP) - A 
homeless man who charged 
across Pennsylvania Avenue 
brandishing a knife yesterday was 
shot twice by police as he stood 
outside the White House, police 
and witnesses said. It was the 
third shooting at or near the pres¬ 
ident's home in two months. 

The man, one of a cadre of 
people who stay in Lafayette 
Park across the street from the 
White House, was identified as 
Marcelino Conriel, 33. ~ . 

President .Bill Clinton was m 
the Oval Office when the incident 
occurred at 9 a.m. local time. He 
was never threatened, police 

said. _ A 

Fun story* Pag* 4 
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Israel to offer Arafat 
partial IDF pullback 


ISRAEL will today formally 
offer the Palestinians an IDF 
pullback from some Palestin¬ 
ian population centers and 
ask that further redeploy¬ 
ment be left open to negotia¬ 
tion. senior officials said 
yesterday. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres is to present the pro¬ 
posals to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat at a meeting at 
the Erez checkpoint. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian of¬ 
ficials also put forward two 
separate proposals for par¬ 
tial IDF redeployment. But 
both insisted that the partial 
pullback be linked to a firm 
timetable for the army's 
withdrawal from the rest of 
the Palestinian population 
centers in the territories. 

The PLO would look favor¬ 
ably on a “Jenin/Betblehem 
First" 

proposal, if it is presented to¬ 
gether with a schedule for rede¬ 
ployment from the rest of Pales¬ 
tinian population centers, PLO 
representative in Jerusalem Fai¬ 
sal Husseini said yesterday. 

“We don’t want to be left with 
a situation in which we will be 
left with only 'islands,' under 
our control,” Husseini said. 

Husseini was speaking to re¬ 
porters at Orient House, toe 
PLO headquarters in eastern Je¬ 
rusalem, alter briefing nine for¬ 
eign consuls on the peace talks. 


DAVID MAKOVSKY 
and BILL HUTMAN 

Palestinian Authority Eco¬ 
nomics Minister Ahmed Qreia, 
who was the top Palestinian ne¬ 
gotiator in Oslo, also called for a 
timetable for further withdrawal 
as a condition for an initial par¬ 
tial pullback. 

“We might accept dividing 
the West Bank into two. parts 
from east to west. Withdrawal 
would start from one part, ac¬ 
cording to an agreed timetable, 
and then be followed by with¬ 
drawal from the other part in no 
more than one month. But there 
would have to be an agreed 
timetable for the whole pro¬ 
cess,” Qreia told Reuters 
yesterday. 

Israeli officials, however, de¬ 
nied there is any plan to desig¬ 
nate specific areas such as Jenin 
and Bethlehem at the Peres- 
Arafat meeting. 

“This focus on specific areas' 
now, such as Jenin or Bethle¬ 
hem, is nonsense.” a Foreign 
Ministry official said last night. 

“We are not into specifics 
now," he said. “The question at 
hand is the following: Do we 
deal with all issues at once - in 
which case we won't make a lot 
of progress - or do we hold ne¬ 
gotiations now on Palestinian 
elections, transfer of civilian au¬ 
thority in the territories and par¬ 
tial redeployment as a package, 
which will serve as a prelude to 
negotiations later on more 
redeployment?" 


Even partial redeployment 
would be a change in the Israeli 
position. Just last week. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin was sug¬ 
gesting that the Palestinians 
would have to forgo IDF rede¬ 
ployment altogether in return 
for early elections. 

Palestinians have charged 
that anything less than full rede¬ 
ployment would be a violation 
of the Oslo accords, while Israe¬ 
li officials have noted that the 
PLO has not been able to con¬ 
trol terrorism in the areas it con¬ 
trols, and that full redeployment 
would make it impossible for Is¬ 
rael to protect all the 120,000 
settlers in the territories. 

Asked about today's Peres- 
Arafat meeting, Husseini said, 
“The only subject that is of any 
importance is implementation 
of the next stage of the 
agreement." 

The two sides must “review 
each point in the agreement, 
everything from the 
redeployment of the IDF and 
the completion of turning over 
power (to the Palestinians],” 
Husseini said. 

’ Husseini also told reporters 
that during bis meeting with the 
foreign consuls, he voiced 
Palestinian objections to Israel's 
alleged recent push to construct 
Jewish housing in eastern 
Jerusalem. 

“What Israel is doing [in 
Jerusalem] is in violation of the 
Declaration of Principles,” 
Husseini said. 

Gaza/Jericho debate. Page 2 


Ramon: We won’t accept COL cut 


Friends and relatives of SgL Hadar Kehati mourn at his funeral yesterday in Rehovot. Kebati 
was-one ©f-two^sokHers kHIed-wr the security zone- MondayrStory, -Page '2: 'fAkJe ; R<nWSraef'SHhr 

Peres: Peace talks with Syria 
won’t tie IDF’s hands 

Hizbullah leader: We will stop fighting 
when Israel, Syria sign peace treaty 

DAVID RUDGE 


THE IDFs hands are not tied by the peace negotia¬ 
tions with Syria, and whatever is necessary will be 
done to ensure peace and quiet in the North. For¬ 
eign Minister Shimon Peres stressed yesterday. 

Southern Lebanon was quiet yesterday as atten¬ 
tion focused on how and when Israel would respond 
to the recent wave of deadly Hizbullah attacks on 
the IDF and South Lebanese Army. 

Peres spoke to reporters during a visit to Jbiliin 
village in the Galilee, a few hours before the funer¬ 
als for the two IDF soldiers killed in separate attacks 
by Hizbullah and Palestinian gunmen in different 
sectors of the security zone on Monday. 

“No peace negotiations will ever disturb or pre¬ 
vent taking the necessary protective measures to 
ensure peace and security in the North.” said Peres. 

Asked about ihe possibility of a response to Hiz¬ 
bullah along Operation Accountability lines, Peres 
said, “I can only say in very general terms that the 
operations and necessary measures to protect the 
line will be carried out as they should be.” 

He stressed there is no “policy of restraint" to¬ 
wards Hizbullah or other terrorist organizations op¬ 
erating from Lebanon. “There is a policy of weigh¬ 


ing matters, of hitting the source of fire. In that 
respect there is no hesitation or restraint and I hope 
we will overcome them." 

Peres revealed that Israel had also called on the 
Syrians, through US auspices, to restrain Hizbullah, 
but to no avail. 

Nevertheless. Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri made a surprise visit to Damascus yesterday 
and met with Syrian President Hafez Assad. No 
official reasons were given for the visit, although it is 
believed the two discussed the escalation of violence 
in southern Lebanon and the upcoming resumption 
of the peace talks between Israel and Syria. 

Israel Radio reported last night that Hizbullah 
leader Hassan NasraKah said that once a peace 
treaty is signed berween Israel and Syria, his organi¬ 
zation will no longer continue its armed struggle and 
will switch to diplomacy. 

Northern Command Chief of Staff Brig.-Gen. 
Benny Lidor told reporters yesterday there are no 
restraints on the army's operations in southern 
Lebanon. 

He stressed that in the framework of the policies set 
(Continned on Page 2) 


HISTADRUT Chairman Haim 
_Ramon, yesterday denied re- 
” porrs-fueHSta'afuTWOUTff^gree' 
to reduce the cost-of-living in¬ 
crement as part of a package 
deal with the government and 
employers. 

He also called on Prune Min¬ 
ister Yitzhak Rabin and Finance 
Minister Avraham Shobat to re¬ 
ject the manufacturers’ demand 
to devalue the shekel. 

Meanwhile, Shohat criticized 
Ramon for saying yesterday that 
if inflation exceeds 10% a year, 
the COL increase should be 
linked to it. 

“If Haim Ramon is worried 
about inflation, he knows there 
are several things that need to 
be done to lower inflation, and I 
hope he’ll act accordingly in ne¬ 
gotiations. He can have a great 
deal to do with determining 
what inflation will be,” Shohat 
said. 

“It will be very difficult to 
deal with inflation if Ramon 
continues saying that the only 
factor that influences the scope 
of inflation is the COL incre¬ 
ment, without doing several 
other things he is authorized to 
do. All elements have to con¬ 
tribute to this [reducing infla¬ 
tion ] - the government, the 
Bank of Israel and the employ¬ 
ers ... He has to show he can 
handle the main problem, and 
not just marginal matters." 

The Treasury, for its part, an¬ 
nounced that should the plan to 
ciit the COL increment get 
hogged down, it will propose 


MICHAL YUDELMAN My fear is this hurry indicates a 

JOSE ROSENFELD readiness to sell-the cost-of-Iiv- 

'ahcr AMR fogiffc^rhedl f<w abowlof por-" 


cutting the health tax employers 
pay on behalf of their workers. 

Finance Ministry Director- 
General Aharon Fogel yester¬ 
day said that if the Histadrut’s 
demands prove too difficult to 
meet, the government will lower 
by 2 percent the employer's por¬ 
tion of the health tax (mas-mak- 
bil), which now stands at 4.95%. 

TASE rises almost 3%, 
Page* 9 

Employees' COL wage ad¬ 
justment would thus remain un¬ 
changed, while they will pay the 
full 4.8% health tax. The origi¬ 
nal plan calls for workers to give 
up 2% of their COL wage ad¬ 
justment in return for a 1.4% 
cut in the health tax. 

Fogel said either way would 
help lower labor costs to em¬ 
ployers and contribute to profit¬ 
ability. The new option would 
also cost the Treasury 
NIS 850m. 

Ramon's commitment to sign 
a package deal by mid-January 
aroused concern and ferment in 
the Histadrut coalition. Joint 
Jewish-Arab List leader and ex¬ 
ecutive member Binyamin 
Gonen said: “We are afraid the 
tight time schedule will enable 
Ramon to lend a hand to reduc¬ 
ing the cost-of-living increment. 


ridge, and leave the workers 
completely naked and defense¬ 
less in the face of galloping 
inflation.” 

Histadrut Trade Union leader 
MK Amir Peretz, who urged to 
postpone the package deal to 
next August, said he prefers to 
wait and prepare properly for 
the negotiations. He said it is 
vital “to know exactly what the 
cost of living raise formula for 
the next two years will be, rath¬ 
er than basing the deal on the 
old formula which is not applica¬ 
ble to today's inflation rates. In 
addition, the wage earner must 
get used to new taxation sys¬ 
tems, both in National -Insur¬ 
ance and income tax, which will 
affect wages.’’ 

Ramon firmly denied reports 
he might agree to cut back the 
COL increment in exchange for 
the government’s subsidizing 
the Histadrut's pension funds, 
stating that “the era in which the 
Histadrut traded and speculated 
in the workers' cost of living 
raise in the interest of its institu¬ 
tions is over. In the past they did 
that for Kupat Holim, but this 
will not happen again." 

Meanwhile, the contractors 
reacted with surprise to the eco¬ 
nomic summit meeting on how 
to reach a package deal, to 
which they were not invited, and 
threatened yesterday they 
would not cooperate unless they 
are part of discussions. 


400,000 children said 
living below poverty line 


MICHAL YUDELMAN 


21121005 


SOME 400,000 of the nation’s 
1,890,600 children are Uving be¬ 
low the poverty line, 25.8% of 
them new immigrants and most in 
Jerusalem and Bnei Brak, ac¬ 
cording to the National Council 
for Children. 

The council’s annual report for 
1993 was presented to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
yesterday. 

Council chairman Dr. Yitzhak 
Kadman noted with concern the 
sharp rise in reports of child 
abuse all over the country, noting 
that more than 820 suicide at¬ 
tempts by children were reported 
to the police by hospital emer¬ 
gency rooms during the year. 

He emphasized the growing 
polarization between ’ those chil¬ 
dren who have plenty of not only 
money, but leisure, and more ap¬ 
propriate preparation for their 
future as adults, and those who 
do not.” 

The report says that 81- cases 
of child abuse of various kinds 
within the family were opened 


during 1993 compared to 209 in 
1990."Of these, 350 were for sex¬ 
ual abuse, compared to 67 in 
1990. 

More than 22.000 children 
were cared for by welfare offi¬ 
cials, following reports of neglect 
and physical, sexual, and mental 
abuse by their families, the report 
states. 

More than 6.000 criminal cases 
against minors were opened dur¬ 
ing 1993 and 1.782 arrests of mi¬ 
nors were made. 15.000 minors 
were placed on probation. 

The report notes that there are 
6.800 one-parent families, mostly 
in the Dan region and Haifa. 

The percentage of children liv¬ 
ing below the poverty line is high¬ 
est in Jerusalem and Bnei Brak. 
where it reached 3R% in 1993. 
and lowest in Ramat Gan, where 
it is only 6.9% • 

The report stresses the worsen¬ 
ing general economic situation of 
many children: 128.000 of them 
live in families whose entire 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Berlusconi may 
resign today 

ROME (Reuter) - Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi, his government 
wrecked by a revolt by his North¬ 
ern League coalition partner, is 
considering whether to resign and 
will push for snap elections, minis¬ 
ters and aides said yesterday. 

They said the billionaire media 
mogul, who faces three no-confi¬ 
dence motions including one from 
the federalist League, might pre¬ 
empt defeat in parliament and quit 
before a vote. 

He is due to address Italy's 
Chamber of Deputies (lower 
house) today at the start of a two- 
day confidence debate. 

“My personal opinion is that he 
will resign before the vote,” La¬ 
bour Minister Gemente MasteUa 
told Reuter yesterday. 

“The best thing for him to do 
would be to make his speech, lis¬ 
ten to the replies and then go to 
see the president and resign,” 
Masttrlla said. 

Deputy prime minister Giu¬ 
seppe Tatarella. the senior mem¬ 
ber of the far right National Alli¬ 
ance in Berlusconi's five-party 
government, had earlier portrayed 
resignation as. certain. 
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Ben-Yair urges High Court 
restraint over Basic Laws 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL Mi¬ 
chael Ben-Yair yesterday urged 
the High Court of Justice not to 
go too far in its interpretation of 
the Basic- Law: Freedom of Occu¬ 
pation and Basic Law:. Human 
Dignity and Freedom, when it 
comes to determining whether 
ordinary legislation is constitu¬ 
tional or not 

Addressing the Knesset Law 
Committee, Ben-Yair said that 
now, only two years after passage 
of the legislation, “The court 
should choose the .inductive ap¬ 
proach, whereby the instructions 

of the basic laws should be ful¬ 
filled gradually, in stages and one 
case at a time. 

“This will make it possible to 
consolidate an appropriate and 
balanced approach among all the 
different considerations, thus in¬ 
tegrating the ‘constitutional revo¬ 
lution' into the entire society, and 
particularly the three governing 
authorities," be said. 

Yesterday’s committee discus¬ 
sion was the second in a series of 
meetings on the relations be- 


DAN IZENBERG 


tween the Knesset and the Su¬ 
preme Court 

Committee chairman Dedi 
Zucker originally called for the 
discussion in order to consolidate 
Knesset opinion on the question 
of what court echelon should be 
empowered to judge Knesset leg¬ 
islation and disqualify it if it vio¬ 
lates the basic laws. For lack of 
any other decision on the matter 
so far, any court can repudiate a 
Knesset law on these grounds. 

The committee discussion has 
assumed greater urgency over the 
past two weeks, after Shlomo 
Benizri (Shas) and Yigal Bibi 
(National Religious Party) 
launched attacks on the High 
Court of Justice and called for 
blocking the accession of Justice 
Aharon Barak to the court presi¬ 
dency next August. 

Barak is under fire for a recent 
ruling recognizing homosexual 
live-in partners as having the 
same rights as heterosexual live- 
in partners. He is also the cham¬ 


pion of an activist role for the 
court, including its right to ex¬ 
pansively interpret the human 
rights legislation. 

Ben-Yair provided other argu¬ 
ments for urging the court to slow 
down: 

# The status of the two basic laws 
are not identical. The provisions 
included in the Basic Law: Free¬ 
dom of Occupation restricting 
legislation infringing on this right 
are stronger than the ones includ¬ 
ed in the Basic Law: Human Dig¬ 
nity and Freedom. The anomaly 
between the two laws will make it 
more diffi cult for the court to jus¬ 
tify its disqualification of Knesset 
legislation. 

• The rights protected by the ba¬ 
sic law are not of equal value. 
Each right has its own weight and 
its own degree of necessary pro¬ 
tection. If the court gives the 
same weight to every right, it 
could create a lower co mm on de¬ 
nominator and weaken protec¬ 
tion of more important rights. 


Ben-Ya’ir said the- basic laws 
had introduced into the statute 
books concepts which lie at the 
heart of national sentiment, such 
as the principles included in the 
Declaration of Independence and 
the concept of the “values of the 
State of Israel as a Jewish and 
democratic state.” 

MK Avrahara Ravitz (United 
Torah Judaism) called on Su¬ 
preme Court President Meir 
Sham gar to dismiss Justice Yitz¬ 
hak Zamir. Last week, Zamir 
warned that the court could not 
continue to be be effective with¬ 
out public support and called on 
the people to protect it. 

MK Silvan Shalom (Likud) 
said the Supreme Court in its pre¬ 
sent constellation represents only 
15 percent of the population. 
‘Tm not sure the values of the 
secular, Ashkenazi male are rep¬ 
resentative of the values of the 
entire society," said Shalom, who 
pointed out that there were only 
two women, one religious man, 
and one Sephardi on the 14-mem¬ 
ber bench. 


Four found guilty in Old City grenade murder 


THE Jerusalem District Court 
yesterday convicted four young 
men of murder, planning a mur¬ 
der, and conspiracy in the throw¬ 
ing of a grenade in the Butchers’ 
Market of the capital’s Old City 
two years ago, which killed one 
man and wounded eight others. 

Judges Ya’acov Bazak, Ya’a- 
cov Zemah, and Ruth Orr said it 
had been proven that one of the 
four had thrown the grenade in 


cold blood, while the others were 
full accomplices, each sharing a 
task in the plot 

The four, who had been active 
in the Kach movement, formed a 
group called the Revenge Com¬ 
mandos, which aimed to avenge 
the mur der of Rabbi Meir Ka- 
hane. 

In October 1992, several of the 
youths stole a grenade from an 
army vehicle whose driver gave 


them a ride. They planned the 
attack for the following month, to 
mark the second anniversary of 
Kahane’s murder. 

The four divided the tasks by 
lot: one would throw the gre¬ 
nade, two would keep watch and 
make sure that no Jews were 
walking through the market when 
the attack took place, and one 
would inform the media of the 
attack. 


One of the four backed out of 
the plan at the last minute, but 
the judges noted that since he was 
the leader of the group, his back¬ 
ing out was too little, too late. 

The attack, on November 16, 
killed Abed Razak Adkaidek, 62. 
The four, one from Jerusalem 
and three from Kfar Tapuah in 
Samaria, were arrested seven 
months later. (Itim) 


Marathon debate expected 
for bills on Cairo accord 


DAN EZENBERG 


THE Knesset was last night due 
to begin a marathon debate on 
the final reading of three bills 
linked to the implementation of 
the Cairo Agreement signed be¬ 
tween Israel and the PLO. 

Two of the three bills are nec¬ 
essary to amend existing laws so 
they will coincide with the terms 
of the agreement. The third bill 
places constraints on the PLO’s 
activities inside Israel and consti¬ 
tutes the government’s response 
to the increased activity of the 
PLO at Orient House and else¬ 
where in eastern Jerusalem. 

According to an agreement 
reached last night, the Knesset 
was to adjourn at 2 ajn. and re¬ 
sume the debate at 6 this morn¬ 
ing. 

The three proposals were ap¬ 
proved in first reading a few 
weeks ago as a single bin. Howev¬ 
er, the government was forced to 
separate the Jerusalem section 


from the others, because it had 
difficulty mobilizing a majority 
for the legislation as a single 
block. 

The Uknd refused to support 
the comprehensive bill, because 
it opposes the Oslo and Cairo 
Accords. The Democratic Arab 
Party and the Democratic Front 
for Peace and Equality refused to 
support it, because of the Jerusa¬ 
lem section. By splitting it in final 
reading, the government expects 
to win different majorities for 
each section. 

Yesterday, Likud MK Michael 
Eitan dictated at least 100 alter¬ 
native proposals to the legisla¬ 
tion, while the party’s Limor Liv- 
nat and David Mena dripped in 
dozens more. Eitan said he was 
launching a filibuster to delay the 
transfer of funds by the govern¬ 
ment to the Palestinian 
Authority. 


Shaath: Return bodies of Hamas men 

JON IMMANUEL 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Two killed in road accidents 

A 20-year-old woman from (he South was killed yesterday 
afternoon after the car she was riding in collided with another 
vehicle at the Kfar Silver junction near Ashkelon. Both 
drivers were injured in the crash. 

In Sderot last night, Meir Michaelson, 47, wask killed when 
the car he was driving collided with a truck. Initial police le 
investigations indicate the Michaelson was intoxicated. 

A total of 1,656 traffic accidents involving injuries were 
registered by the police last month. In these, 38 persons died 
and 298 were seriously injured. According to the Central 
Bureau of Statistics, accidents were down 2 percent over the 
past three months, in comparison with the preceding three- 
month period. 

Fatah takes elections at Al-Azhar 

In male student elections at Gaza’s Al-Azhar University 
yesterday, the Fatah faction won 76.6 % of the vole in a five¬ 
way contest including Islamic groups. They took all nine 
student council seats, which was expected since Al-Azhar is 
considered a Fatah institution. 

Men and women vote separately at Al-Azhar in deference 
to Islamic mores. Women vote today. 

In student elections earlier this month at the nearby Islamic 
University, Hamas and Islamic Jihad ran unopposed. Hamas 
took more than 90% of the votes. 

Winning numbers and cards 

In last night’s weekly Lotto draw, the winning numbers 
were 1,9,16,22,35, and 48, and the additional number was 42. 

In Mifal Hapayis daily Chance draw, the lucky cards were 
the jack of spades, ace of hearts, queen of diamonds, and king 
of chibs. 


PALESTINIAN Authority Plan¬ 
ning Minister Nabil Shaath said 
yesterday Israel should.return the 
bodies of two Hamas killers and 
not wait for the return of the 
body of soldier Dan Sa’adon. 

SOCIAL & PERSONAL 


The weekly meeting of the En¬ 
glish-speaking Jerusalem Rotary 
Club will take place today at 1 
p.m. at the YMCA, King David 
Street. Journalist Michael Hiring 
wfl] address the club. 


“The delay in returning the 
bodies back to the Palestinians is 
rejected for religious and hu¬ 
manitarian reasons," Shaath, told 
reporters in Gaza. 

Shaath’s complaints echoed 
those of Hamas activists, who ac¬ 
cused Israel of seeking to swap 
Sa’adon’s body for the bodies erf 
Hassan Abbas and Sal ah Jadal- 
lah. Abbas was killed during the 
attack in the Nahalat Shiva mall 
in Jerusalem and Jadallah in foe 
attempt to free kidnapped soldier 
Nahshon Wachsman. 


PERES 


With deep sorrow, we announce the death of our beloved 
mother, grandmother and sister 

PEARL SCOLNIK 

Her brother, Jack and Janie qponi 
Her children, Marcia and HymieNegln 
J^ura and Mike Salem 

Her grandchildren, 

nan, Michael, Daniel and Tali 

The funeral will take place at the Kfar Saha npw 
C emetery, Rehov Nordau, 


We offer deepest sympathy to our Colleague 

Michael Marshall 

on the death in London of his 

Mother 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
by the government, foe army has 
“enough activities and methods 
to find tbe right way to hit foe 
terrorist organizations and try to 
prevent their operations in south¬ 
ern Lebanon.” 

“We cany out foe missions and 
operations according to what OC 
Northern Command sees as right. 
Of course, there are restrictions 
which are also accepted by us, as 
regards [avoiding] hitting civil¬ 
ians, which are not specifically 
connected to southern Leba¬ 
non,” raid Lidor, making his first 
appearance before foe press since 
. taking over the post. 

He said foe inquiry into Hiz¬ 
bullah’s long-range attack on foe 
IDF’s outpost near Talousa on 
Monday had revealed that the 
troops had acted properly, de¬ 
spite the unfortunate death of 
SgL Hadar Kehati, who was hit 
by shrapneL 

Lidor said foe troops had re¬ 
turned fixe quickly and accurate¬ 
ly, forcing foe terrorists to cease 
shooting and flee from the area. 

The results of the latter inci¬ 
dent on Monday, however, in 
which Maj. Kiwan Hamed was 
killed, were not so satisfactory, 
he said, because the gunmen who 
ambushed the patrol near A- 
Tireh village had apparently 
managed to escape unharmed. 

Meanwhile, SLA commander 
Gen. Antoine Tahad has hinted 
that his force and the IDF would 
respond to foe latest wave of Hiz¬ 
bullah atta cks 

Lahad was quoted in Lebanese 
newspapers yesterday as saying 
that Hizbullah leader Sheikh 


Hassan Nasrallah could only fight 
Israel through foe media. 

“The IDF and tbe SLA are 
much stronger than he [Nasral¬ 
lah] thinks and foe coming days 
will prove this,’’ Lahad was 
quoted as saying. The newspa¬ 
pers said Lahad spoke during a 
visit on Sunday to foe Jezzine 
enclave, north of the zone. The 
reports said he was accompanied 
on the visit by foe head of foe 
IDF’s Lebanese Liaison Unit, 
Brig.-Gen. Giora Inbar. 

The Lebanese newspapers also 
reported that a military court in 
Beirut bad tried, judged, and 
sentenced “in absentia” four 
SLA soldiers to 15 years impris¬ 
onment and hard labor. 


. MUBARAK 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Weizman visit. The English-lan¬ 
guage Egyptian Gazette ran a 
front-page banner headline about 
Weizman and the talks, but 
quoted Foreign Minister Amr 
Moussa as saying Egypt was 
pressing Israel In ouclear non¬ 
proliferation. 

Commenting to reporters later, 
Weizman said Israel would not 
agree to sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty until there is 
full peace in the Middle East The 
president added that in his talks 
new ideas about the peace talks 
with Syria had been raised. 

Last night, Weizman hosted a 
reception for foe Egyptians at the 
Semiramis Hotel. Members of 
foe Sadat family were present 



----...rti 


Members of the Druse community yesterday pay their last respects to Mqj. Kiwan Hamed, wife 
was killed in a HhimOab ambush in the security zorie on Monday. ' 

Hundreds attendfuneral 'ZT- 

V.-* : -«- 




in 



zone 



HUNDREDS of people attended 
the fimeraJs yesterday of foe two 
IDF soldiers killed in Hizbullah 
ambushes in tbe security zone on 
Monday. 

Maj. Kiwan Hamed, 30, of 
Maghrar, in lower Galilee, was 
laid to rest in the cemetery of foe 
Druse village where he was bom 
and raised. 

OC Northern Command Maj.- 
Gen. Amiram Levine vowed at 
the ceremony that Jews and 
Druse would continue foe battle 
against the terrorists from 
Lebanon. 

“The IDF and Northern Com¬ 
mand are lowering the flag today 
in the presence of the bravery of 
Kiwan who led the charge against 
a squad of murderers who, at 
dose quarters, opened fire from 
ambush," said Levine. 

MK Assad Assad (Likud) 
called on foe government not to 


DAVID RUDGE and Him 

yield to Lebanese-based terror¬ 
ism, and to give foe IDF a.fiee 
hand in taking whatever ac tio n s 
are necessary. 

Assad was among other MKs, 
senior IDF officers, and soldiers, 
as well as members of the Druse 
co mmunity from * througho ut foe 
Galilee, who attended the 
funeraL 

Maghrar local council head As¬ 
sad Araidy said the death of 
Hamed brought to 254 the num¬ 
ber of Druse who had been killed 
in foe line of forty, since foe establ¬ 
ishment of the State. 

“Kiwan only married last* sum¬ 
mer and he had built a new home 
with many hopes and aspirations 
for the future, all of which have 
now been shattered,” Araidy 
said 


In Rehovot, SgL Hadar Kehati 
was laid to rest yesterday in the 
• city's military cemetery. 

‘ Hundreds of people, including 
Rehovot residents, childhood 
‘ friends, and Golani Brigade- sol¬ 
dier s, attended; the ceremony. 
Kehati’s brigade commander eu¬ 
logized foe fallen soldier, saying, 
“You served a year mid two 
months in the brigade. You were, 
more than any other soldier in the 
uxril, a prafisssional. 

“You always wanted to'bc first 
- foe first to return fire and man 
the post and. to fight to defend tbe 
northern settlements,” he said. 

Rehovot Mayor Ya’acbv 
Sandler said: “As king as there is 
no peace treaty with Syria and 
Lebanon, we have no choice but 
to continue to fight against guer¬ 
rillas, because if we don’t they 
will infiltrate foe Galilee and at¬ 
tack our people.” 


Tunisian chief rabbi here on first visit 


TUNISIAN Chief Rabbi Haim 
Madar was able to meet openly in 
Jerusalem yesterday with Chief 
Rabbi Eliabu Bakshi-Doron, af- . 
ter being forced to communicate 
with the Chief Rabbinate for 
years via secret channels. 

Madar, who heads Tunisia’s 
2,000 member Jewish communi¬ 
ty, is on his first visit to Israel and 
will be in the country for 10 days. 

“The position of foe Jews in 
Tunisia has not changed as a re¬ 
sult of the peace process,” Madar 
said. “It was good beforehand 
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and it is good now. The only dif¬ 
ference is that now we host visi¬ 
tors from Israel who used to live 
in Tunisia.” 

Asked whether Tunisia's Jews 
are able to practice their religion 
openly, Madar replied, “Yes, 
why not?” 

Madar presented Bakshi- 
Doron with two ancient halachic 
manuscripts penned by Tunisian 
rabbis. They discussed bringing 


manu s c ripts to Israel and setting 
up aii institution to study the Tu¬ 
nisian Jewish heritage. 

An aide to Bakshi-Doron said 
that over the years communica¬ 
tions with Madar largely dealt 
with halachic problems facing foe 
community. Madar, who comes 
from foe i s l and of Djeiba, was 
selected by the community to be 
their chief rabbi, and has served 
in that position for some 10 years. 
He is the Jewish community’s 
representative to the Tunisian 
government 


CHILDREN Mazal Tov! 


(Continued from Page 1) - 
income derives from guaranteed 
income payments, a 64.2% in¬ 
crease compared to 1990. 

Reacting to the report, Ab¬ 
sorption Minister Yair Tzaban 
said that the figures regarding 
poverty among immigrant chil¬ 
dren in 1993, as reported by foe 
National Insurance Institute, but 
not in the council's report, shows 
a further 28% drop, from 32.6% 
to 23.5%, in foe number of chil¬ 
dren living below the poverty line 
as compared to 1992. 

Tzabau said the report does 
mention foe significant improve¬ 
ment from 1991 to 1992, but 
leaves out the further improve¬ 
ment in 1993. He said foe drop 
was attributable to a drop in un¬ 
employment in imm igrant fam¬ 
ilies. 


Baby’s First Record Book 


A fill-in baby book rich with tradition. 

* family tree * growth and development chans 
Full-Color illustrations. Hardcover, 32 pages 
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jUDY SIEGEL 

Amnoii 

pres^Tf Wh ° U “““B under 
CS £1 J nm teena 8 ers who 
want smoking rooms set aside for 

*™ h .“f <le “■* High schools, 
saw he plans to convene a “peda- 

meeting” of experts 

„, n I ^, b l , hlste ! n ’ ***> «*y» he is ada- 

mantiy against smoking, said he 

personally opposes such an id«L 
M T° U J? Ie 8* t * ni me smoking.” 

At the Knesset Anti-Drug Com¬ 
mittee meeting on Monday, Ru- 
“nstem said he received reports 
from teachers and principals that 
numerous high school pupils leave 
the school buildings to smoke. 

Dr. Tnviya Lehrer, chairman 
of the Israel Society for the Pre¬ 
vention of Smoking, yesterday 
sent a strong protest to Rnbin- 
stein, noting that the society had 
received numerous complaints 
from pupils about teachers break¬ 
ing existing no-smoking laws by 
smoking “not only in teachers* 
rooms and corridors, but also in 
classrooms while teaching.” 

Lehrer noted that, by law, pu¬ 
pils may not smoke in schools and 
staff may smoke only in specially 
designated smoking rooms. In 
fact, he said, most teachers who 
smoke do so in the regular teach¬ 
ers* rooms, imposing themselves 
on non-smoking colleagues. 

Establishing smoking rooms for 
pupils would give this harmful 
practice legitimacy, Lehrer said. 
The ministry has failed until now 
to include lessons on the dangers 
of smoking in the curriculum 
from the lowest grades, he wrote 
to the minister, although it does 
teach high school pupils about the 
risks of alcohol and hard drags. 

The society chairman added 
that the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion has recommended to all 
member nations, including Israel, 
to bar the sale of tobacco products 
to youngsters nnder the age of 18, 
and to ban vending machines that 
sell c^anettes. Israel has no.such 
age limit, and cigarette vending 
machines are becoming increas¬ 
ingly common. 

An Education Ministry spokes¬ 
woman said that inspectors a nd 
teachers are aware of the rales 
about smoking in school She add¬ 
ed that “an increasing-number of 
schools have established separate 
smoking rooms for teachers, that 
do not admit pupils.” 

The ministry is currently pre¬ 
paring a teaching program for the 
higher grades on the hazards of 
smoking, she added. 

Two remanded 
for counterfeiting 

THE police have ’ uncovered a 
gang which intended to produce 
and sell counterfeit dollars here 
and abroad, apparently in 
Hungary. 

Petab Tikva Magistrate’s Court 
Judge Hanan Efrati yesterday ex¬ 
tended the remand of Shabtai 
Hananshvili, 63,. by seven days 
and Sergei Trovlanafcov, 36, by 
three days. The two are suspect¬ 
ed of p lanning and carrying out 
the counterfeiting. 

Efrati said the investigation is 
complex and includes many sus¬ 
pects. The counterfeiters made 
$100 bills. 

Police said Hananshivili, of 
Holon, was only recently re¬ 
leased from prison after serving a 
sentence for counterfeiting dol¬ 
lars. Trovianakov is a printer who 
was allegedly hired to work in the 

ring.. 

According to the police, some 
of the suspects were arrested at 
Ben-Gurion Airport on their way 
abroad to distribute the counter¬ 
feit dollars. Efrati said the con¬ 
nection between the suspects had 
been proven beyond a doubt, and 
ordered their remands 
extended (Itim) 
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Newly arrived tourists inaugurate Ben-Gurion Airport’s N IS22 million arrivals hall, which opened yesterday. 

Plan to bulletproof buses draws fire 

& DT A XT i. I_M—_ c -_i_ 


A PLAN to bulletproof a number 
of buses plying routes in Judea 
and Samaria is being opposed by 
some Kiryat Arba and Hebron 
settlers, who say armored buses 
would mean running away from 
tenor, rather than dealing with it 
directly. 

Egged and the Transportation 
and Defense ministries have for 
several months been trying to 
bulletproof an Egged bus, hoping 
eventually to put five of them into 
use in Judea and Sanjaria. 

Egged spokesman Ron Rainer 
confirmed yesterday that the 
work has been taking place at 
Kibbutz Beit Alfa. He said he did 
not know the cost, but that it is 
coming from a special fund set up 
by Egged and_the two ministries. 

According to Ratner, one bus 
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has been made bulletproof but 
weighs considerably more than 
normal and has so far proven to 
be very slow and unwieldy. Once 
a better model is developed, it 
will run on an experimental basis 
in Judea and Samaria, to be fol¬ 
lowed by four similar buses. 

The issue has raised something 
of a furor in Kiryat Arba, where 
council head Zvi Katzover has 
been lobbying for armored buses 
on the Jerusalem-Kiryat Arba 
route. 

“We are hoping that five such 
buses will be made bulletproof, 
and that after that, all the buses 
to Kiryat Arba will be bullet¬ 
proof,” Katzover said. 


But handbills have appeared in 
the community over the last few 
days opposed to the plan, saying 
it “demonstrates weakness and 
will lead to a desecration of God’s 
name.” 

According to the handbill, 
signed by the Kach faction in the 
local council, this move will “lead 
to the deterioration of security 
for the hundreds of vehicles that 
don’t have similar protection, 
and will deter the thousands of 
people who visit Hebron from 
visiting, unless they have similar 
protection.” 

Hebron settlement head Noam 
Aroon said he is “completely op¬ 
posed” to the plan. “Nothing will 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Land near Jordan River to be farmed 

Chief of General Staff Lt-Gen. Ehud Barak has removed 
security restrictions on 13,000 dunams (3,250 acres) of fertile 
land near Gaon Havarden, which may now be cultivated by 
Jordan Valley farmers. 

Fanners expressed satisfaction at the decision, which 
resulted from the peace treaty with Jordan. Itim 

Ten drug arrests in Kafr Kassem 

Ten suspects, Jews and Arabs, were arrested recently on 
suspicion of drug dealing in the village of Kafir Kassem, police 
said yesterday. While searching the homes of suspects, police 
found drugs and an IDF-issue grenade. 

Petah Tikva Magistrate’s Court Judge Hanan Efrati 
yesterday remanded Subhi Freij for four days and Mansour 
Freij for six. The others arrested had allegedly come to the 
village to buy drugs. Police found drugs in the cars of Ya’acov 
Ran, who was remanded for four days, and Batsheva Alkoby, 
who was remanded for five. Itim 

Police considering keeping unit in Haiti 

The Israel Police is expected to decide next week whether to 
extend the stay of its volunteer unit in Haiti. Police sources said 
no decision has been made about whether to keep the unit 
there longer, or to send a replacement 
Candidates have been interviewed for the unit in recent 
weeks, with many individuals expressing interest in joining. 

Cmdr. (ret) Gabi Amir, who heads the unit, has asked to 

head the next delegation if one is sent. Itim 

Haifa Airport to go international 

Haifa Airport is to become an international airfield, with 
direct frights to various locations in Europe. Transport Minister 
Yisrael Kessar announced this Monday at a meeting with the 
heads of the Airports Authority and the Civil Aviation 
Administration, as well as Haifa Mayor Am ram Mitzna. 

Kessar said the runway is to be lengthened to 1,900 meters to 
accommodate aircraft capable of landing anywhere in Europe. 

Terrorist gets 25 years in stabbing case 

T Htafi Darbia, 22, was sentenced to 25 years' imprisonment 
yesterday by the Hebron Military Court for fatally wounding an 
IDF worker in February. In December 1993, Yuval Golan, a 
resident of Moshav Zeitan, drove a garbage truck to the 
Dahariya dump, where Darbia stabbed him. Although Golan 
died of his wounds shortly afterward, under a plea bargain, 

Darbia was only charged with attempted murder. Itim 


Israel tops Japan, England 
per capita in terms of people 
pursuing higher education 


ISRAEL ranks ahead of Japan, 
England, Sweden, and Holland 
in the percentage of individuals 
who pursue higher education, the 
Council of Higher Education an¬ 
nounced yesterday. 

The percentage of those receiv¬ 
ing bachelor’s degrees in an aver¬ 
age year is higher than France, 
Germany, Sweden, Italy, and 
Holland, the budget and planning 
department announced. Prof. 
Amnon Pazi, chairman of the de¬ 
partment, said efforts have been 
made in recent years to offer a 
greater variety of higher educa¬ 
tion opportunities, with the open¬ 
ing of various junior colleges. 

This has led to an increase in 
the number of students in institu¬ 
tions of higher learning, from 


76,100 in 1990 to 109,500 in 1994. 

The largest increase was 
among those pursuing bachelor’s 
degrees, about 10 percent a year, 
while those pursuing higher de¬ 
grees is up about 8% a year. 

The increase has necessitated a 
similar increase in staff at the na¬ 
tion’s institutions of higher learn¬ 
ing, with 800 more staff added in 
the past four years. 

Council director Guri Zilkha 
said Israel spends more on higher 
education than Western Europe¬ 
an nations, on a relative basis. 

Israel spends $11,000 per stu¬ 
dent, compared to $9,000 in En¬ 
gland, $6,300 in Germany, $7,600 
in Japan, and $5,900 in France. 

The US spends $13,600. 

(Itim) 


Knesset panel approves bill linking 
‘absorption basket’ to inflation 


Jerusalem Post Staff 


OVERRIDING government op¬ 
position, the Knesset Immigra¬ 
tion and Absorption Committee 
yesterday approved a bill for final 
reading which will link the “ab¬ 
sorption basket” for new immi¬ 
grants to inflation. 

The bill, initiated by MK 
Ephraim Gur (Likud), is to be 
brought to the Knesset plennm 
today for a vote. 

Absorption basket funds will 
be increased by 25 percent next 
month according to the bill. 


which will require the govern¬ 
ment to add NIS117 million to 
the 1995 state budget. 

According to the bill, the ab¬ 
sorption basket will be updated 
every January, April, June, and 
October in accordance with the 
rise in the Cost of Living Index. 

The absorption minister will be 
entitled to adjust parts of the bas¬ 
ket at a rate that is more or less 
than the increase in inflation, 
provided the total basket is ad¬ 
justed to the COL 


Reserve duty cut 
for those over 40 

Guidelines being set on cellular phones 


DAN 1ZENBERG 


be achieved by this,” Amon said. 
“The terrorists have RPGs. The 
way to deal with terrorism is not 
to run away, but to destroy the 
terrorists.” 

Katzover fended off this criti¬ 
cism, saying there are residents in 
his settlement who have not left 
Kiryat Arba for two to three 
months, because they are afraid 
of driving on the roads. “All 
those who are criticizing this plan 
drive in cars with rock-proof win¬ 
dows,” he said. 

Amon, who does drive in a car 
with rock-proof windows, said in¬ 
troducing these windows at the 
beginning of the intifada was a 
mistake, since they provide a de¬ 
gree of individual protection, 
without dealing directly with the 
terrorists. 


RESERVE soldiers over the age 
of 40 will serve no more lhan 26 
days next year and in 1996 those 
above the age of 42 will be re¬ 
leased from active service, OC 
Manpower Branch Maj.-Gen 
Yoram Ya’ir said yesterday. 

Ya’ir was addressing the Knes¬ 
set Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Committee on the army’s plans to 
ease the burden of reserve duty. 
Until this goal is achieved in a 
significant way, no consideration 
will be given to shortening the 
length of the three-year compul¬ 
sory service, he told Lhe commit¬ 
tee. 

Ya’ir listed a series of addition¬ 
al steps aimed at lightening the 
reserve duty burden, including; 

• granting additional reserve 
days to army units so that more 
soldiers will be called up and the 
distribution will be more equita¬ 
ble; 

• assigning the appropriate size 
of unit or appropriate number or 
type of soldiers to perform a giv¬ 
en task; 

9 training more new immigrants 
for reserve duty; 

9 substituting regular army units 
for reserve units; 

9 severely cutting back the right 
of co mm a n ders to call up soldiers 
for “special” duty. 

The army is also investigatin g 


the possibility of paying soldiers 
NIS 100 a day for every day of 
service beyond a certain quota. 

In another matter, Ya’ir said 
the IDF is close to drafting a poli¬ 
cy regarding the use of cellular 
telephones by soldiers. He said 
soldiers would be banned from 
using the phones during opera¬ 
tional duty, training exercises, or 
other kinds of active duty, but 
would be allowed to use them 
during rest periods, on week¬ 
ends, and in making preparations 
for leave. 

The army is also seeking to im¬ 
prove the conditions of divisional 
commanders, who, according to 
Ya’ir, face the greatest hardship 
in reserve service. They will re¬ 
ceive computers and be given 
rented cars 40 days a year. The 
army will reduce the red tape in¬ 
volved in reimbursements for 
out-of-pocket expenses and has 
also promised to enforce disci¬ 
plinary measures against soldiers 
who go AWOL 

Ran Cohen (Meretz) said that 
only if more commanders are 
prepared to serve in risky areas 
and if some army responsibilities 
are transferred to the police, 
would it be possible to reduce the 
number of military service days 
on operational active to the 
“yearned-for goal” of 21 days. 


Reservists who seek less service 
are demoralizing IDF - MK Peled 


MK MOSHE Peled (Tsomet) 
yesterday infuriated dozens of 
members of an organization of 
reserve soldiers fighting to reduce 
reserve duty by accusing them of 
demor alising the army. 

Peled said the IDF is cutting 
back the number of annual re¬ 
serve days, but could not reduce 
combat soldiers’ service. He re¬ 
jected calls by other MKs, includ¬ 
ing Ovadia Eli (Likud) and Shaul 
Yahalom (NRF), to call up more 
non-combat soldiers or-those who 
have-not served for long-time 
and ..use .them for -some 1 functions 
performed by combat troops. 

“We hear every day about how 
the security situation is getting 
worse, about the terrorists’ so¬ 
phistication and daring,” said 

Splinter Masorti 
group opposes 
^leftist leanings’ 

. HAIM SHAPIRO 

A GROUP within Israel’s Ma¬ 
sorti (Conservative) Movement 
has charged that the movement 
has gone too far left, politically 
and religiously. 

The opposition group, led by 
Rabbi Avraham Feder of the 
Moreshet Yisrael Congregation 
in Jerusalem, presented a paper 
at the movement’s annual confer¬ 
ence yesterday in Netanya. He 
said it is wrong for the Masorti 
Movement to cooperate with Is¬ 
rael’s Reform Movement and 
with Hemdat, the coalition for 
religious freedom, which held 
demonstrations on ShabbaL 
The group also opposed what it 
called the active encouragement 
of breaking Israeli law, under 
which it is impossible for a Ma¬ 
sorti rabbi to register a marriage. 
The movement has arranged for 
couples to go to Cyprus for civil 
marriages, after which they have 
a religious marriage ceremony in 
Israel, conducted by a Masorti 
rabbi. 

Rabbi Pinchas Spectre, direc¬ 
tor of the movement, said the 
movement welcomed criticism 
and that the group’s strongest 
point is that the movement has to 
do more to fight secularization in 
Israel. “However, we say that the 
‘haredization’ of Jerusalem is also < 
a problem,” Spectre added. i 


Peled. “I do not believe any com¬ 
mander would agree to accept a 
soldier from less well-trained sec¬ 
tions of the army into his unit. If 
the commander did, his troops 
would refuse to go out on patrol 
with the soldier.” 

Ra’anan Cohen (Labor), the 
head of a Knesset caucus working 
parallel to the organization of sol¬ 
diers, said the two groups will 
fight for legislation limiting the 
number of annual reserve days to 
21. Anyone, exceeding the r quota 
would, receive.special payment:- 

Qfeh' Haigil, head of the .re¬ 
serve soldiers’ organization, said 
he is the only one among his fam¬ 
ily and friends still performing re¬ 
serving duty. “I feel like a suck¬ 
er,” he said. Dan Izenberg 

Sarid sees danger 
in quick expansion 
of Beit Shemesh 

HAT COLLINS 

BEIT SHEMESH, expected to 
grow from 24,000 residents to 
100,000, must ensure this devel¬ 
opment does not harm natural or 
historic assets, Environment 
Minister Yossi Sarid said yester¬ 
day during a tour of the town. 

Sarid warned against hasty mis¬ 
takes. “Speedy p lanning can give 
rise to mistakes which are the 
bane of generations to come,” he 
said. 

The ministry is opposing plans 
for development of the Beit Ja¬ 
mal area, which it wants to pre¬ 
serve as a nature site, even 
though construction there has 
been approved by the regional 
p lanning board. 

Sarid told Beit Shemesh Mayor 
Danny Vaknin that the ministry 
would not allow houses that are 
not connected to a proper sewer¬ 
age infrastructure to be built or 
occupied. 

He also said the upgrading of 
the current sewage treatment 
plant, which is inadequate for the 
needs of the town and Mateh Ye¬ 
huda region, will receive ministry 
priority and a NIS 26 million 
budget over the next three years. 
Sarid suggested the town consid¬ 
er carrying solid waste by train to 
the Dudaim landfill in the Negev, 
to eliminate problematic garbage 
dumps. 
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Chechens take to the streets in protest 



SERGEI SHARGORODSKY 


GROZNY. Russia 


AS more Russian rockets 
slammed into their capital yes¬ 
terday, several hundred thou¬ 
sand residents of Chechnya and 
neighboring regions formed a 
human chain stretching for kilo¬ 
meters to demand an end to the 
offensive. 

Their leaders, reportedly hav¬ 
ing sought refuge in a bomb shel¬ 
ter in besieged Grozny, de¬ 
nounced what President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev called the 
“mass killing of peaceful citi¬ 
zens." They claimed 120 people 
had been killed in overnight air 
raids ending yesterday morning. 

The Russian government ac¬ 
knowledged in a statement that 
the situation in Grozny “is be¬ 
coming more and more tragic." 
But it heaped new blame on Du¬ 
dayev for holding the population 
“hostage" to his defiant policies, 
and vowed it would dear armed 
gangs and fighters out of the dty 
within the next few days. 

Nine days after 10.000 to 
40,000 Russian troops entered 
the breakaway region of southern 
Russia to end Dudayev’s “crimi¬ 
nal" regime and reassert its. au¬ 
thority. there were only defiant, 
war-like statements from both 
sides. 

In an efforr to seal off the ex¬ 
plosive mountain region, Russia 
announced on official radio that 
it was dosing its borders with 
Azerbaijan and Georgia. 

Only the dtizens spoke of 
peace. 

Standing as a wet snow fell in 
the Northern Caucasus, men, 
women and children clasped 
hands along the main road 
through secessionist Chechnya 
and across the neighboring re¬ 
gions of Dagestan to the east and 



Sixty-nine-year-old Pula Adayeva bolds her head in despair yesterday in front of the remains of her home, which was 
destroyed by Russian rockets in an attack on Grozny. (ap) 


Ingushetia to the west. 

Like Chechnya, both areas are 
populated mainly by Moslems. 

It was the most serious protest 
to date against the Russian mili¬ 
tary action in the region of 1.2 
million people. 

Some held hands and sang, or 
waved small flags bearing Chech¬ 
nya's green, white and red colors. 
Many handwritten signs pro¬ 
claimed “Freedom ro 


Chechnya." 

Entire villages stood at the 
roadside waving at passing curs, 
in a protest initiated by Dudayev 
and the Confederation of Cauca¬ 
sian Peoples. 

A woman in the village of An- 
gun, north of Grozny, held a 
baby in her arms, a placard hang¬ 
ing "from the child's neck reading 
“Yeltsin. I Want to Live." 

People elsewhere in Russia. 


too. vehemently opposed the 
Kremlin's offensive. 

In a poii of 2,500 people in 
Moscow and Sr. Petersburg, 75 
percent said the government's ac¬ 
tions in Chechnya were a massive 
violation of Chechens' human 
rights, and 85 percent said there 
should have been no bombing at¬ 
tacks on Grozny. 

The poll carried a margin of 
error of plus or minus 1 percent. 


Prague police seize 3kg. 
of top-grade uranium 


PRAGUE (AP) - More than 
three kilograms of weapons-grade 
uranium believed to have come 
from Russia bas been seized and 
three men arrested, police said. 

An International Atomic Ener¬ 
gy Agency spokesman said it 
wasn't enough uranium to build an 
atomic bomb, but the seizure un¬ 
derlined concerns about danger¬ 
ous materials being smuggled out 
of the former Soviet Union. 

No details were given about the 
origin of the highly enriched urani¬ 
um. But Interior Ministry spokes¬ 
man Jan Subrt said Monday the 
usual procedure is to smuggle ura¬ 
nium from Russia to western Eu¬ 
rope, which serves as transit point 
until buyers are found. 

There have been at least four 


cases of illegal smuggling of nucle¬ 
ar substances allegedly from the 
former Soviet Union through third 
countries into Germany this year. 

Subrt said most of the nuclear 
shipments recently intercepted by 
police were of moderately en¬ 
riched uranium, suitable only for 
use in nuclear reactors. 

The latest seizure was in Au¬ 
gust, when 350 grams of low-grade 
plutonium and a small amount of a 
lithium isotope that is a key ingre¬ 
dient in some hydrogen bombs 
were found. Several people were 
arrested and are under 


Knife-wielding man shot 
outside White House 


investigation. 

Authorities later said the smug¬ 
gled material was not suitable or of 
insufficient quantity to make a 
bomb. 
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WASHINGTON (AP) - A man who was seen 
running toward the White House brandishing a 
long knife, was shot yesterday by police in the 
third shooting incident around the executive 
mansion in two months. 

This time, no shots were aimed toward the 
White House. 

The incident occurred about 9 a.m. local time. 
President Clinton was in the Oval Office at the 
tithe. An aide said he was informed but that no 
changes were made in his schedule. 

The man was taken to George Washington 
University Hospital, where he was in critical 
condition and was undergoing surgery, said 
hospital spokesman Rich James. The spokesman 
identified him as Marcelino Corniel. 33. a 
homeless man. 

He was wounded once in the chest and once in 
the right leg, James said. 

“He was recognized by Secret Service people 
as someone who was [outside] the White House a 
lot." spending much of his time in Lafayette Park 
across Pennsylvania Avenue from the 
presidential mansion with the homeless people 
and protesters who live there year-round. 

Others who live in the park described Corniel 
as a Los Angeles native who first showed up in 
the park two or three months ago. 

Maj. Robert Hines of the US Park Police said 
the man was running across Pennsylvania 
Avenue when officers stopped him. 

“There was a struggle." Hines said. “They told 
the man to drop his knife two or three times. The 
man did not drop his knife, so he shot him.” 

A videotape of the incident shows three 
uniformed officers pointing guns at the man. who 
is standing with his arms outstretched to the 
ground. As his head turns toward one of the 
officers, two shots ring out and the man falls to 
the ground, clutching bis breast. 


“He refused to drop the knife. He was dose 
enough that the officer felt threatened,” said 
Hines. 

Hines said the two shots were fired by park 
police. 

“We don't know what started it,” he said. “All 
we know is that our officers tried to stop him as 
he got to the edge of the White House sidewalk.” 

“We were trying to maintain [restrain] this 
man, not letting him toward the White House," 
Hines said. 

Todd Ouellette, who regularly demonstrates 
outside the White House on behalf of soldiers 
missing in action from the Vietnam War, said he 
saw a man in a brown jacket “painting his arm 
towards the security man and the security guard 
was not looking to get any closer to the man." 

Ouellette said that after a small scuffle, the 
man “started chasing the security guard.” 

“They told him to put down whatever he had in 
his hands apparently and he didn’t and two shots 
were fired." said Ouellette, who has been living 
in Lafayette Park across from the White House. 

One of the man’s friends, Walter Gregory 
Jackson, said "he left due to police harassment” 
about a month ago. then returned two weeks 
later. 

The incident occurred as police were still 
investigating a shooting before dawn Saturday, in 
which at least four bullets were fired at the 5outh 
Side of the White House from the Ellipse. Police 
theorize it might have been a drive-by shoot¬ 
ing. 

The first shooting was on October 29 when a 
man walking on Pennsylvania Avenue peppered 
the north side of the White House with 29 rounds 
fired from a semi-automatic weapon. Two 
tourists wrestled the man to the ground. Some of 
the bullets lodged in the walls of tbe White House 
and one shattered a window in tbe press room. 
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HEALTH ESSENTIALS 


A series of practical books which give you the facts you need to 
know about natural therapies and describe how they work for you. 

Published by Element, softcovec 

la. SPIRITUAL HEALING - Energy <■ ™E ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE - 
Medicine for Today. Practical and gentle 
guide outlines what spiritual healing is. 


how it relates to human energy systems, 
how rt can work for you, and how to use 
self-healing techniques at home. 122 pp. 

2. MASSAGE - A Practical 
Introduction. Explains principles of 
movement and the origins of massage, 
with a dearly Kustrated section on how to 
give a massage treatment 138 pp. 


3a. VITAMIN GUIDE - Essential 
Nutrients for Healthy Living. Provides afl 
the information you need when 
considering whether to supplement your 
cSetwfth vitamins, minerals and other 
essential nutrients. 152 pp. 

Limited to stock availability. 


Natural Poise for Health. Practical 
introduction including information on how to 
Improve body's performance in all respects, 
gain more vitafty, achieve a more relaxed 
state of mind, and more.114 pp. 

5. SHIATSU - Japanese Massage for Health 
and Fitness. Oufines simple techniques of 
Shiatsu and how to master it sufficiently for 
treatment of minor physical problems, 
relaxation and rejuvenation. 122 pp. 

6. AROMATHERAPY - Massage with 
Essential Oils. Learn more about this 
massage method, using herb and flower 
essences - techniques to combat stress, 
make your own oils, perfumes and essences 
for body and home. 136 pp. 

7. REFLEXOLOGY - Foot Uasaage for Total 
Health. Siep-by-slep guida to using reflexology lo 
improve general heaAh and hefc balance the body’s 


Bosnia cease 



Meanwhile, in central Grozny, 
tearful residents and silent armed 
men looked in grief and anger at 
piles of brick and wood - ail that 
was left of about eight one-story 
houses destroyed in a Russian 
bombing raid Monday night. 

Echo Moscow radio station, 
quoting Chechnya's media 
spokesman Movladi Udugov, 
said 120 people were killed in the 
series of air raids (AP) 


SARAJEVO (AP) - 

president said yesterday he 

would agree re an immed ia t e , 
four-month nationwide cease¬ 
fire. which Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic said could be¬ 
gin as early as . Friday. 

Former President Jimmy Car¬ 
ter helped mediate the 
in two days of shuttling back and 
forth between the headquarters 
of the Moslem-led govemnwntm 
Sarajevo and the rebel Serbs 
stronghold in Pale, 15 kilometers 
down the road. . . 

“We don’t want another Cy¬ 
prus or another Korea, so- we ve 
tried to get the parties to agree on 
a cease-fire for the cessation of 
hostilities and we've negotiated 
with the Bosnian Serbs to get 
four months,” Carter told Asso¬ 
ciated Press Television yester¬ 
day. 

Carter mentioned a possible 
hitdi, however, saying the. Serbs 
wanted a signed agreement by 
January 1 with the Bosnian gov¬ 
ernment on a permanent end to 
fighting.. Though he did not say 
so, it appeared-the Serbs would 
resume fighting if no agreement 
beyond a temporary cease-fire 
was reached by then. 

The Bosnian government has 
opposed a permanent truce na¬ 
tionwide because it would freeze 
military gains by the Serbs, who 
have captured 70 percent of Bos¬ 
nia since the war broke out in 
April 1992. An estimated 200,000 
people are dead or missing in the 
conflict. 

The temporary cease-fire ap¬ 
peared in limbo earlier yesterday 
when Karadzic told the. Cable 


News Network that the ; Serbsv .*•' 
would not stop fighting tintrltfaey . - 
had an agre ement on ' a P^ ,Ita '. 

^CaSi^d that .besides thie 
four-month cease-fire ./the new 
agreement also : commirtcd the : . 

Srbs to a return lopeace.talks,... . 
deployment of UN peacekeepers 
between combatants, and. ex¬ 
change of .prisoners, of . 

the agreement were not-distnbut-_ - 
ed to the press., ; x •; * 

Bosnian President Alij4 : ]zct- 
begovic said he would 'rekindle " 
aborted peace talks wjth^temajr ' / 
Serbs if they accepted ‘The .Con-- ■ 
tact Group plan as a starting . 

^°That P ,an ’ ^vised by dipkK 
mats from Britain, ■FrancevGer-.- 
many, Russia and the. United- 
States, would give Bosnia s Mbs- -. 
Jems and Croats 51- percent of they 
republic and cut Serb lands-by 
one-third from what they - .nowy, 
hold to 49 percent .. .. .: .. -> 

“We told President; -Garter,. 
•Please don’t destroy this plan,’ ” 
Bosnian Vice President yEjup ' 
Ganic told reporters today. '- . 

The Moslem-led government . 
and Bosnian Croats have . both 
agreed to the plan, but the Serbs 
have not, objecting to tbe. plan’s 
proposed maps and refusing, to 
give up on their demands of con¬ 
federation with their patron, 
Serbia. 

In an attempt to lure .Serbs 
back to the peace talks, the Con¬ 
tact Group this, month- aban¬ 
doned its opposition to. union, 
with Serbia and said the temteri- £ 
al divisions could be “adjustedby 
mutual arrangement.” 




BBC World Channel to be 
broadcast on US cable 


NEW YORK (Reuter) - The British Broadcasting Corporation 
said yesterday it was launching a 24-hour international informa¬ 
tion and news service, BBC World Channel, on US cable' 
television. 

The service, which will start on February 1,1995, will provide 
American viewers with a 24-hour service that will include hourly 
bulletins of international news, business, sports and weather. It 
will also include a range of BBC documentary and-news.pro- 
gramming tailored for the US market. 

The BBC move will be a joint venture between BBC andthe 
New York-based International News Network. . . . 

Launched in October 1991, BBC World is sdredijed to start 
up m New Zealand in February and in Europe ashpit tune later. 

“Bringing BBC World to the United. States has always been a 
major element in our planned global rollout of this important 
service,” said John Thomas, managing director ofBBC World¬ 
wide Television. “We have been talking with INN about this 
move for over a year and changes in US cable regulations make 
this the opportune time,” he said in a statement. 

In die United States, BBC World will include, about one hour 
of programming developed with a specific American viewpoint. 
That is expected to increase to about six horns a day by the end 
of 1995. 

BBC World will carry advertising in the United States. 


First-day copy of US Declaration 
of Independence going on sale 


NEVER mind that it will be too 
late for a Christmas stocking: The 
New-York Historical Society’s 
original copy of tbe Declaration of 
Independence could end up in 
some mul timilli onaire's private 
collection. 

The society’s controversial sale 
of valuable works from its collec¬ 
tions is about to begin, in an effort 
to raise the $20 million it needs to 
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survive. 

• The first three sales - of 183 
European old master paintings, 
paperweights and ephemera - be¬ 
gin at Sotheby’s January 12, under 
the supervision of the New York 
State attorney general. Tbe deci¬ 
sion has been made to sell the 
declaration, but it's being post¬ 
poned for later, partly to give the 
society time to find a buyer at 
another institution, said David 


Redden, a Sotheby's official. 

However, “it's an American 
icon,” said Larry Sullivan, now 
chief of rare books at the Library 
of Congress, and the society’s for¬ 
mer librarian. “A lot of private 
collectors around probably would 
love to have a declaration. They're 
the ones who have the milli on or 
so to buy it.” 

The society’s copy was printed 
on July 4,1776, the day tbe Conti¬ 
nental Congress voted for inde¬ 
pendence and authorized John 
Dunlap to print it in Philadelphia. 
There are 24 known Dunlap 
copies. 

The society will keep a copy that 
was printed in New York, which is 
rarar — it’s the only one — but since 
it is not the original it would bring 
less money, Sullivan said. 

Newsdoy 


Jesse Jackson’s TV message on race 
to clash with queen’s broadcast 


LONDON (AP) - Plans by TV’s 
Channel 4 to broadcast a Christ¬ 
mas Day attack by Jesse Jackson 
on British racism while the queen 
addresses the nation on BBC and 
ITV have annoyed some 
legislators. 

The pre-recorded message by 
the American civil rights'activist 
on Channel 4 and Queen Eliza¬ 
beth ITs pre-recorded Christmas 
Day message on BBC television 
and Independent Television will 
both begin at 3 p,m., vying for 
viewers in the ratings. 


The Times of London on.Mbn- 
day quoted the Rev. Jackson as 
saying he did not intend to under¬ 
mine the impact of the queen’s 
annual message of Chris tmas good 
wishes and hopes for the future. 

It quoted him as saying he was 
unaware the programs, both last¬ 
ing about 10 minutes, would clash 
when he recorded his. 

Tile queen's message broad¬ 
cast by the BBC and ITV to the 
nation at 3 p.m. has become over 
tile years part of the nation’s 
Lhnstmas Day ritual 
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Moslem Tvijir 

summit j 

‘saves 
face’ 


THE MIDDLE EAST 




Iranian-Arab rift splits Hizbullah 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


ELAINE GANLEY 



A lthough the world's 

Moslem leaders were 
able to patch over differ¬ 
ences and issue a public state- 
ment against Islamic extremism, 
divisions between them are as ap¬ 
parent as ever. ^ 

Tfoj 52-nation Organization of 
the Islamic Conference summit 
meMast week in Casablanca with 
leaders from the Middle East 
Europe and Asia. 

The summit once again saved 
face.’ said Antoine Sfeir, pub¬ 
lisher of the Paris-based LesCa- 
niers d'Oriem review on Arabs 
and Islam. "In fact, the break¬ 
ages and divisions remain the 
same.” 

The leaders broke new ground 
on one of the trickiest issues - 
confronting the problem of Is¬ 
lamic extremism, which has been 
rolling like a wave across the Is¬ 
lamic map. 

It was a display of deft diplo¬ 
macy that defied reality. 

Nations such as Morocco and 
Saudi Arabia joined Sudan and 
Iran - both accused of fomenting 
extremism - in a final declaration 
calling for an "illuminated Islam 
exempt of Extremism or fanati¬ 
cism." The document con¬ 
demned state-sponsored 
I terrorism. 

•FROM NORTH Africa to Ma¬ 
laysia and the Philippines, Mos- 
‘ lem militants are making inroads 
; or fighting armed battles to top- 
I pie their governments. ' 

! In Algeria, more than 11,000 
| people have been killed in an Is- 
’ iamic insurgency. Militants are 
1 active in Egypt, Jordan and 
■ Oman. Even in tightly controlled 
•Saudi Arabia, seat of Islam's ho- 
I liest site, Mecca, extremists are 
\ stirring. 

I Summit host King Hassan of 
I Morocco turned the usual thesis 
!of “Western plots” on its head, 
’blaming extremism for “fierce 
'campaigns.against Islam." 
l Sudanis leader, Gen. Omar al- 
j Bachir, aiid Iranian Foreign Min- 
; is ter AH Akbar VeJayati, who 
i headed his delegation, denied 
{any connections with militant 
; groups or terrorism. 

’■ Irony, was the order of the day 
and tact was the.tenet for the 
. uncommon banding together. 

But a resolution - co-spoo- 
sored by Iran - condemned “io- 
: temational terrorism" yet failed 
•-to mention Islamic extremism. 
Teheran, was chosen for the next 
summit in three years. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mu¬ 
barak blamed Moslems “blinded 
by ignorance and greed" for 
"wasting a chance in drawing the 
world map.” 

Sfeir noted the caricature 
often used to portray Islamic 
summits - a portrait of Moslem 
leaders, their arms clasped be¬ 
hind each other in apparent 
friendship, accompanied by a 
portrait taken from behind 
.showing daggers in each others' 

backs. 

* The Paris-based A P writer cov¬ 
ers France , North Africa and fun¬ 
damentalist movements. 


A FTER weeks of blazing 
tension within the ranks, 
the Hizbullah Party’s dif¬ 
ferences burst into the open this 
week. 

Signs of a split emerged when 
Hizbullah sheikhs in the Bekaa 
vehemently attacked Sheikh Has¬ 
san Nasrallah. the party secre¬ 
tary-general. 

The attack came in a violent 
denunciation which observers 
considered a "declaration of 
war* on the current leadership 


from an influential group within 
the party. 

Hizbullah’s differences are 
centered on four issues: 

• A pledge by the leaders, led by 
Nasrallah, of total loyalty to 
Iran's spiritual leader Aii Kha- 
manei and their acceptance of 
him as the “guardian of Mos¬ 
lems" and ‘The authority for 
Shi'ires." 

(Prominent Shi'ite leaders in 
Lebanon - such as sheikhs Mo¬ 
hammed Fadlallah and Moham¬ 
med Mahdi Shams a-Din - con¬ 
sider Khamanei a political 
official. Their allegiance is to 
Ayatollah Ali Mohammed Sis- 
tani in the Iraqi Shi’ite holy city 
of Najaf. Other leading figures, 
such as Sheikh Hussein al- 
Musawi. favor Ayatollah Hussein 
Alt Montazeri in the Iranian holy 
city. Qom.) 

• Two groups within Hizbullah, 




among them the Bekaa sheikhs, 
strongly oppose the party’s in¬ 
volvement in Lebanon’s political 
process, most particularly in the 
recent elections. 

• The leadership has doggedly 
refused to publish the party’s fi¬ 
nancial records. Conflicting 
groups in Hizbullah allege that 
leaders are spending huge sums 
of Iranian money on promoting 
Iran's political and religious in¬ 
terests rather than on helping the 
party.- 

• The party’s 22-member central 

committee bas not met since 
March 1992. The leaders have 
replaced committee meetings 
with their own regular meetings 
with officials of the Iranian 
embassies in Beirut and 
Damascus. 

A copy of the statement issued 
by the Hizbullah Bekaa sheikhs 
attacking Nasrallah was obtained 


by Al-Sharq al-Awsafs Beirut 
bureau. 

It criticized “the party’s partic¬ 
ipation in the recent parliamenta¬ 
ry election and Nasraliah’s at¬ 
tempts to exploit religion for the 
sake of politics, pawning Shi’ite 
rules and principles with foreign 
elements and a foreign authority 
that has nothing to do with 
Arabism.” 

In a more specific reference to 
Iran and the handing of Shi'ite 
authority to Ayatollah Kha¬ 
menei, the Statement said: “Al¬ 
lowing that I ranian authority to 
be in control even of our reli¬ 
gious rites and spiritual leader¬ 
ship is a serious and sinister 
development. 

“Has Hizbullah’s well dried 
up?” it asked. “Have its senior 
clerics disappeared so that you 
rush to impose foreign leaders on 
the party?” 


The statement cited Sheikh 
Fad! all ah’s position: 

“He bas tried to explain that 
the issue is religion, which is what 
gives us our power and dignity. 
He spares no effort to spread the 
light of guidance, to revive Islam, 
to rehabilitate Arab spiritual and 
religious leaders. 

“Why are you working to si¬ 
lence him and both secretly and 
publicly to put obstacles in the 
way of his mission?” 

The statement added that Fad¬ 
lallah is worthy of becoming the 
main authority for the Shi'ites. 

It accused Nasrallah of exploit¬ 
ing the party's budget and funds 
to support establishments which 
belong to him personally. 

It said be “is abandoning Imam 
al-Sadr’s hoe, the living formula 
in which he believed and for 
whose sake be made sacrifices." 

The statement said Nasrallah 


"prefers to look for political per¬ 
formance from a government 
[Iran] whose position proceeds 
from a sectarian mentality and 
which is characterized by political 
backwardness.” 

In a question to Nasrallah. it 
asks: 

“What have you done about 
the prisoners in Israeli jails, first 
and foremost Sheikh Abdel 
Karim Obeid and Haj Mustafa al- 
Dirani?" 

The statement urged him to 
“stop spreading the poison of dis¬ 
unity among the sons of one peo¬ 
ple and one faith." 

Iranian sources in Teheran said 
the government was sending a 
special envoy to Beirut to per¬ 
suade the conflicting factions in 
Hizbullah to settle their differ¬ 
ences as soon as possible. 
(Al-Sharq al-Awsat, Lebanon, 
December 10} 


Sudan’s hardships 
continue 
to multiply 






Some of those taking part in an Arab youth and student conference in Baghdad demonstrate ontside the United Nations 
office there calling for an end .to sanctions, against Iraq-. - • (apj 


KHARTOUM (AP) - As Sudan 
tries to get back in the good 
graces of Western agencies that 
lend millions to the Third World, 
everyday hardships are multiply¬ 
ing for the Sudanese people, 
even with their morning cup of 
tea. 

Kaab skedid - "very tough” - 
is how many Sudanese answer 
when asked about life these days. 

Life has never been easy in Su¬ 
dan, one of the world's poorest 
countries. But now the govern¬ 
ment has removed subsidies on 
basic goods like gasoline, -flour 
and medicines, while instituting a 
wage freeze. 

It’s part of an effort to satisfy 
International Monetary-Fund der 
mands for economic reform. Su¬ 
dan has been cut off from IMF 
loans since 1984 for-defaulting on 
debt payments, but earlier this 
year it was at risk of becoming 
the first country expelled from 
the main lending institution to 
Third World countries. 

In November, IMF officials 
visited Khartoum and reportedly 


praised the latest moves. 

Still, it’s hard to find a good 
word for the government in 
Khartoum's downtown market. 

"How am 1 supposed to afford 
to buy a kilogram of meat when it 
costs 1.000 pounds ($2.50) and 
my salary is less than 25,000 
pounds ($64)? We just do with¬ 
out meat.” said a young teacher. 

Like most Sudanese, when dis¬ 
cussing anything to do with the 
government, she refused to give 
her name. 

But the hardships have gotten 
bad enough that even the state- 
run media are starting to talk 
about them, albeit minus com- 
plainers' names. 

Sudanese, known for their 
cheerful nature, seem to survive 
these trials by channeling their 
frustrations into humor. 

The newspapers' special target 
is skyrocketing medicine prices, 
and all Khartoum read about a 
widow forced to sell her tobe - a 
traditional dress - to buy- 5,000 
pounds ($12) of medicine for her 
daughter^ The girl died. 1 


Bahrain riots underscore regional trouble as Gulf states meet 


A S leaders of the Gulf Co¬ 
operation Council gath¬ 
ered for their annual 
summit this week, riots in the 
host country, Bahrain, gave a 
glimpse of the tensions seething 
under the well-heeled opulence 
of the oil-rich Gulf. 

The GCC vs still smarting from 
its total failure to stop Saddam 
Hussein’s invasion of member 
state Kuwait four years ago, until 
the grand coalition led by the US 
bailed it out. 

This year, the council is still 
seeking to develop a defense 
structure and to grapple with bor¬ 
der disputes that are troubling 
the six-country alliance. 

The three-day meeting came 
against a backdrop of nearly two 
weeks of clashes in Bahrain be¬ 
tween security forces and mainly 
Shi'ite Moslem agitators, under¬ 
lining the Gulf states’ need to 
settle their differences to tackle a 
new tide of Moslem 
fundamentalism. 


Security troops and police 
were posted along the main roads 
leading to the hotel where the 
leaders of Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates. Kuwait. 
Oman. Qatar and Bahrain were 
meeting. 

No trouble was reported amid 
the massive security surrounding 
the leaders, but police fired tear 
gas to disperse rioters who 
burned tires to block streets as 
the meeting gathered. 

Border disputes between Qa¬ 
tar and both Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain were figuring promi¬ 
nently in discussions during the 
three-day summit, 

"The question of borders has 
become acute and could not be 
ignored.” one delegate said. 

The problems of GCC unity 
are so touchy the leaders were 
loath to air them in public except 
in circumlocutions. The real 
snarling was behind closed doors. 

"In view of the sensitivity of 
the problem, the heads of state 
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prefer private, dosed sessions 
confined only to themselves to 
tackle it." one delegate said. 

Border problems have bedev¬ 
iled the 13-year-old GCC for the 
past few years. 

After the Gulf war, the GCCs 
newfound solidarity was again 
dented when a dormant dispute 
resurfaced between Bahrain and 
Qatar over a clutch of islands and 
reefs potentially rich in oil and 
gas. 

Two years ago Qatar became 
embroiled in another frontier dis¬ 
pute. this time with Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, the senior GCC state. 

Delegates said a settlement of 
the border disputes was crucial 
for plans to boost collective 
security. 

Bahrain’s Sheikh Isa. who was 
pressing strongly for collective 
security, expressed hope that 


GCC achievements would be de¬ 
veloped “to raise up to the level 
of repeated challenges still facing 
the security and stability of the 
region.” 

“Foremost of our aspired goals 
is to achieve domestic immunity 
for this entity [the GCC], elimi¬ 
nate causes of differences inside 
it and strengthen ties of solidarity 
among its members,” he said. 

The summit was to ratify a se¬ 
curity pact already initialed by 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Oman 
and the U AE. Qatar boycotted a 
GCC interior ministers’ meeting 
which worked out the pact in Ri¬ 
yadh last month, citing the bor¬ 
der dispute as the reason for its 
absence. 

Kuwait said its reservations on 
the pact arose from constitutional 
considerations. 

The delegates said Kuwait * 


wanted a decision calling on Iraq 
to “oomply with all United Na¬ 
tions resolutions" before eco¬ 
nomic sanctions imposed on 
Baghdad following its 1990 inva¬ 
sion of the emirate could be 
lifted. 

GCC suspicion of Iran’s arma¬ 
ments program and a dispute be¬ 
tween the UAE and Teheran 
over three islands in the Gulf 
were also on the agenda. 

On Bahrain's own problems, 
the Interior Ministry said street 
dashes over 12 days were orga¬ 
nized as part of a plot to destabi¬ 
lize the emirate and that the Mos¬ 
lem preacher who allegedly 
masterminded the trouble mil be 
put on trial. 

It said a young police officer 


was killed during the dasbes and 
two others injured. Dissidents 
claim several protesters have 
been killed. 

Bahraini dissidents in exile 
claim that hundreds of people 
have been arrested in clashes and 
police raids since the trouble 
broke out December 5 afteT 
Sheikh Ali Salman, a prominent 
Shi'ite religious figure, was ar¬ 
rested for indting demonstra¬ 
tions against worsening 
unemployment. 

The unrest was believed to be 
the most serious since 1981, when 
50 to 60 people, mainly Bahraini 
Shi'ites, were arrested ou charges 
of supporting an Iranian-backed 
plot to overthrow the 
government. 


Saudi Arabian economy 
comes down to earth 


UN discovers Iraqi biological research 
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DI Arabia, used to fab- 
js wealth, faces lean 
5 because of Gulf war 
j a period of weak oil 

15 are now urging signif- 
uctural changes to its 
. An International Mon- 
d (IMF) report last year 
:d the kingdom's deficit 
; and Western media 
ninence to the troubles 
anomy. Since then the 
has cut spending by 20 

ere living on 20 percent 

dul Rahman al-Zamu, 

jmmerce minister, said. 
Arabia in the last two 
pent about $1 trillion on 
, farm, health, educa- 
building projects as the 
of oil transformed it 
iieval poverty to an m- 
»d state with fabulous 

ow see the bottom of its 
,d is examining ways of 
a under more normal 
nces through borrowing 
, scaling down its wel- 
m and "the disposal or 
ition” of loss-making 


^Ice of “new re- demands. 


alism” in Saudi Arabia, but said 
much needs to be done and they 
will be closely watching the 1995 

budget. -. „ 

“The Gulf war affected our 
fifth plan, but not seriously,” 
deputy planning minister Hussein 
Sajini said. ”We construct our 
plans with built-in flexibility io 
protect against crises and the va¬ 
garies of the oil price ” he said. 

“Some subsidies have to be re¬ 
viewed.” Sajini said of the next 
plan, which has not been official¬ 
ly unveiled yet, adding that the 
strong private sector would play a 
leading role. 

So far planners have refrained 
from clamping down on social 
subsidies. The welfare program 
includes free education and 
health care. Saudis pay virtually 
no tax and enjoy such perks as 
extra-cheap gasoline and free lo¬ 
cal telephone calls. 

Economists did not expect rad¬ 
ical policy overhauls in Saudi 
Arabia where cash would he itfchi 
for only a few years. 

The government was likely in 
stead to put pressure on the cor- 

Se sector- through payment 

delays knowing that banks would 

take the strain of incre^djoan 

rlamands. '" 


UNITED NATIONS (Reuter) - The UN is check¬ 
ing whether Iraq has developed an extensive biolog- 
ical-weapons research program after inspectors 
found previously undisclosed germ cultures rhere 
for cholera, tuberculosis and the plague, diplomatic 
sources said this week. 

The find of 25 liters of “diagnostic media” for the 
three diseases by a team of UN weapons inspectors 
is the first discovery of materials in over two years 
that could be part of a banned weapons program. 

Although the amount was relatively small, they 
said the discovery could indicate a wider Iraqi pro¬ 
gram into biological arms than previously thought. 

An analysis was under way to determine their 
significance, after the bulk of the cultures had been 


destroyed by the UN. 

Without mentioning the discovery. Rolf Ekeus, 
head of the UN Special Commission in charge of 
ridding Iraq of dangerous weapons, said in a report 
this week that his main problem in compiling data 
for past programs was in the biological sphere. 

“While Iraq maintains that the [biological] pro¬ 
gram was in the early research stages and would be 
defensively oriented, the indications all point to ah 
offensive program,” he said. 

“In general, in relation to the past programs. Iraq 
has not volunteered information and has shown a 
marked lack of transparency, disclosing information 
only when confronted with evidence by the commis¬ 
sion.” his report said. 
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PUZZLED ABOUT ISRAEL? 


Now you and your family can put all the pieces of Israel together 
with this new 84 piece full color map of Israel puzzle. Finished size: 
23x9 in. Recommended for ages 5 and up. Printed'm Hebrew. 

A perfect anytime gift. Available In English or Hebrew. 

JP Price NIS 35.00 

To: Books, The Jerusalem Post, POB 81, Jerusalem 91080, Tel. 02-241282. 
Please send me a Map of Israel Puzzie. Enclosed is my check, 
payable to The Jerusalem Post for 

□ NIS 35 ea. In Israel □ Hebrew □ English 

□ NIS 49 ea. for overseas - 5 

Credit card orders accepted by phone- 3 

(Please list gift recipient names on a separate sheet of paper.) * 


City._Code_.Tel* 

(Please Gst gift recipient names on a separate sheet of paper.) 


EYE 

ON THE 

MEDIA 


DAVID BAR-1LLAN 

Media reporting on Israel is not only relentlessly unfair but immensely 
j harmful to Israel and to democratic values. 

The Jerusalem Posts popular and hard-hitting Eye on the Media column 
cites specific media reports and names to expose the bias, distortions 
and ?oss factual errors that plague such coverage. Reprinted here are 
97 recent columns on the way the American, European—and Israeli — 
media report events. 

Eye on the Media is an eye opener; essential reading for everyone who 
cares about Israel, truth and journalistic ethics. 

Davfcf Bar-Man's column Is outstanding. He Is 100 % right. 

Teddy Kollek (Davar. August 21. 1992) 

JPPrl^NISfBJJO_ 

To; Books Dept, The Jerusalem Post, POB 81, Jerusalem 91000. 
Tel. 02-241282 

Please send me Eye on the Media. Enclosed is my check for 
NIS 45.00 per copy, payable to The Jerusalem Post Credit card 

orders accepted by phone. 

Add NIS 14 per copy for overseas air mail delivery 

Name ------ 

Address,.. . - .. . — — 


Code___Tel . 

Please list gift recipients' names on a separate piece of paper. 
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Back to square one 


S ILVIO Berlusconi 7 ? ineptitude in the 
world of politics, to which be is a new¬ 
comer, has inevitably led hun to the im¬ 
passe which is expected to force his resignation 
today as Italy’s prime minister - after only 
seven months in office. It will be a great disap¬ 
pointment to voters, who had pinned their hopes 
so heavily on his proven managerial skills to 
rebuild their political system after the main 
parties of the past collapsed under the weight of 
their own corruption. Nonetheless, the worrying 
antics of Berlusconi leave no choice but for the 
people of Italy to choose again. 

What the voters thought they were getting 
was a new government of new parties untainted 
by the scandals of the past, which would be 
dedicated to cleaning out the nation s Augean 
stables. What they got was more of the same old 
story — bickering politicians and an ever-ex¬ 
panding web of allegations and suspicion. 

This latest collapse of Italy’s 53rd govern¬ 
ment since 1945 comes only a year after Berlus¬ 
coni entered politics for the first time at the head 
of a party named for an Italian football team. 
Since the election, the three-part coalition he 
formed has come to resemble a rabble on the 
terraces rather than an efficient team on. the 
playing field. Berlusconi might have survived 
the internal bickering, had not Italy's relentless 
anti-graft prosecutors turned their attentions in 
his direction. 

Though nothing has been proved of the alle¬ 
gations about his Fininvest conglomerate of 


companies paying bribes to tax officials. Ber¬ 
lusconi has shown his political ineptitude at its 
worst in handling the affair. Still popular and 
with a large following, Berlusconi could actual¬ 
ly have reaped political capital from the investi¬ 
gation by welcoming it, by promising open 
cooperation, and by commending the magis¬ 
trates for going all the way to the top in the 
clean-out. Even if he had admitted bow difficult 
it had been to do business without greasing 
some palms in the old days of ubiquitous graft, 
it would have been accepted by ordinary Ital¬ 
ians, who were themselves snared in the net. 

Many a competent politician would^have 
been able to make lemonade from this lemon. 
Berlusconi instead chose to be the truculent 
tycoon who will not be crossed by underlings. 
Forgetting he was running a democracy rather 
than a business empire, he accused the magis¬ 
trates of persecution and became embroiled in 
snarling spats with his coalition allies. 

Nor has the prime minister shown much 
moderation in the run-up to the present crisis. 
He threatened earlier this week to call his sup¬ 
porters to the streets in “a great tide” if he is 
toppled by “palace plotters." The remarks have 
drawn well-deserved scorn in a democratic 
country. “What is it?” said one opposition 
leader, “A dress rehearsal for civil war?” It is 
quite possible Berlusconi could win another 
election, but one can only hope he will come to 
see politics as a learning process - and he still 
has much to learn. 



End of term smiles 


A comprehensive report issued today by 
the 25-member Organization for Eco¬ 
nomic Cooperation and Development 
brings good news for its 25 members - includ¬ 
ing the powerful Group of Seven - for rest of 
the 1990s. The report. Economic Outlook, pre¬ 
dicts steady and sustained growth with inflation 
under control and healthy economies all around. 
The only note of gloom, and potentially the 
most serious socially, is the report’s prediction 
that unemployment will remain at unacceptably 
high levels until the end of the centuiy. 

The OECD analysts are uncharacteristically 
cheerful and optimistic about the end of the 
recession and the future of the major econo¬ 
mies, suggesting the strong recovery also offers 
a “golden opportunity” to break the boom-bust 
cycle that has plagued the First World for most 
of the present century. "The challenge now 
facing policy-makers is to sustain the current 
revival of non-inflationary growth and of em¬ 
ployment as effectively as possible,” they said. 

Economic Outlook says the growth rate of the 
member states will be 3 percent in 1995, up 
from 2.8 percent this year, and will continue to 
strengthen without faltering into 1996. It says 
Europe and Japan will pick up the slack in 
production as the US recovery flattens out 
On the crucial issue of jobs, the report says 
unemployment queues will shrink throughout 
its area as demand-driven economic output cre¬ 
ates work - cutting average unemployment to 
7.7 percent by the end of 1996 from 8.2 percent 


this year. However, it rightly stresses that the 
issue of the jobless must be tackled imagina¬ 
tively and not simply allowed to ride the eco¬ 
nomic waves. 

The figures would be much improved but for 
rigid labor market policies in Europe - for 
which the European Union will continue to pay 
the price with double-digtiunemployment rates. 
Urging reform of labor policies across the conti¬ 
nent, the OECD predicts that in any case .“un¬ 
employment will be unacceptably high in the 
year 2000.” 

The key figure in all such predictions is of 
course the United States, which first led the way 
out of the world recession and now, says the 
OECD, will be the first to peak in the recovery. 
Growth is expected to slow to 3.1. percent next 
year compared with 1994’s 3.9. Despite official 
US assurances to the contrary, the OECD ex¬ 
pects higher inflation for the next two years - 
with inevitable pressure on the Federal Reserve 
to raise interest rates even further to squeeze it 
out 

OECD reports are always eagerly awaited 
and have proved to be sure-footed in the past, so 
today’s issue should raise smiles in the econom¬ 
ics ministries of the organization’s member 
states. Though the report is upbeat, the mem¬ 
bers would do well to heed the advice on an all- 
out effort to tackle the menace of unemploy¬ 
ment Even in a glowingly healthy economy,, 
there is little comfort for the tens of millions 
across Europe who have no jobs to go to. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


HOMELESS IN ISRAEL 

Sir, -1 am writing to protest the 
condescending attitudes taken by 
Michal Yudelman in her article of 
December 13 and by the writere of 
the three prominent articles of De¬ 
cember 9 on the homeless. The im¬ 
pression was that the homeless are 
becoming predominantly young and 
drunk in the Tel Aviv area and that 
the welfare system has to catch them 
and force them to abide in housing 
provided for them. 

1 spent over four months in Tel 
Aviv this past summer and I walked 
throughout the city quite often. I 
noticed fewer than 20 homeless in 
the city area, most of them older 
men and women with only a few 
apparent drinkers. Yes, there are 
hundreds of unemployed young 
Russians and some of them drink. 
But they do not Jive in the streets. 

My friend Constantine was 50 
years old and arrived here frnm Rus¬ 
sia only four months before I met 
him in a park near the Yarkon in 
North Tel Aviv. All he could talk 

about was finding a place to live off 

the streeL I spent two months trying 
to help him find a place. I went to 
kibbutzim, mostaavim, the Jewish 
Agency, the AACI, and it sent him 
to Kupat Holim and to the welfare 
office in Jaffa. I asked people in the 
street and in stores to help the man 
and no one could point us to a 
shelter. 

Did Constantine “fall through the 
cracks of the welfare systems”? Wc 
could not find the welfare system. 
Minister Ora Namir has some nerve 
wanting to force people to use a 
system with a zero profile. How 
about giving welfare information to 
the agencies which deal with people 
in need? 

HENK. BEN DAVID 

Eilat 


INCREDIBLE INSENSITIVITY 


Sir, - On our way to Gamla re- 
-cently with a group of American 
high-school students who are study¬ 
ing here for a year, we approached 
the Golani junction and came to a 
stop at the lights. Expecting to see 
the entrance to the Golani memorial 
site on our left, we were shocked to 
see a McDonald's fast-food restau¬ 
rant with a buge sign in English on 
the restaurant itself, another in an 
area being created for parking - on 
the site of what was once parking for 
the Golani memorial site - and still 
another further east. 

On top of the restaurant sat a huge 
multicolored plastic Ronald Mc¬ 
Donald and to the left of the build¬ 
ing sat a large jungle gym for chil¬ 
dren to climb on. All of the above 
totally blocked any view of the me¬ 
morial site itself, the grove of trees, 
and the hill it sits on. 

In retrospect, the shock was not 
just seeing that the site where hun¬ 
dreds of bereaved families and thou¬ 
sands of Israelis go to be consoled, 
comforted or inspired is being cov- 

CRUELTO 

Sir, - It seems to me that a very 
important law of justice has been 
abused in our country, namely the 
law which states that, if you are kind 
to the cruel, you are cruel to the kind. 
In other words, if you are merciful to 
the criminal and you let him go with¬ 
out holding him accountable, then 
you automatically p unish die inno¬ 
cent whom the criminal will inevita¬ 
bly harm. 

The abuse of this law of justice is 
seen in many areas of our nation’s 
daily activities. For example: 

Releasing convicted murderers or 
those who attempted murder (as a 


Votes instead of talks 


A S is its custom every 
Christmas, the UN again 
decorated the fir tree in 
its glass palace in New York with 
baskets of anti-Israel resolutions. 

Israelis have grown used to this 
annual ritual, and the media 
don’t get very excited about it 
And our public wouldn't have 
paid much attention this year ei¬ 
ther to a resolution demanding an 
Israeli withdrawal from the Go¬ 
lan, had the Syrians not scolded 
the US for voting against the res¬ 
olution. which claimed that “the 
annexation of the Golan Heights 
is null and void." Syria went as 
far as to lodge a formal protest in 
Washington. 

This protest added a bit of 
spice to the tasteless UN perfor¬ 
mance, which included a con¬ 
demnation of Israel for being on 
the Golan at all. 

Syria has already learned that 
resolutions like these in the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly can't move Israel 
off the Golan. But it is stacking 
them up for bargaining with the 
US in an eventual Israeli-Syrian 
settlement, as proofs that Israel’s 
withdrawal from the Golan isn’t a 
matter for negotiation but obliga¬ 
tory under UN resolutions. 

American endorsement of this 
year's resolution would have add¬ 
ed additional impetus to the UN 
demand for withdrawal. 

But the US, a sponsor of the 
peace process, cannot be party to 
any resolution which establishes a 
priori what the final result of the 
process must be. 

It was the Americans voting 
with Israel against the measure 
that irritated the Syrians, not the 
small number of delegates that 
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supported the resolution, nor the 
many abstentions. The absence 
of US support meant that the res¬ 
olution was simply a monotonous 
repetition of its predecessors. 

The vote in the General As¬ 
sembly should afford Israel little 
consolation as far as the UN is 
concerned. The peace process 
may have improved our relations 
with some countries, but at the 

The UN is hampering 
the peace process 
once again 

UN our situation after the Oslo 
Agreement is no better than be¬ 
fore. 

Last year, 83 countries ab¬ 
stained on the resolution that 
“annexation of the Golan 
Heights by the Knesset is a gross 
violation of a Security Council 
resolution, and therefore illegaL” 
This time, only 70 abstained. 

NONETHELESS, this arithme¬ 
tic is no real measure of Israel’s 
standing. General Assembly res¬ 
olutions aren’t that significant. 
For example, the votes against 
the Camp David Agreement and 
the peace treaty with Egypt did 
nothing to detract from their 
importance. 

Nor should we exaggerate the 
importance of last week’s resolu¬ 
tion welcoming Israel’s agree¬ 
ments with Jordan and die PLQ. 
It is convenient for Israel to be 
part of the majority endorsing 


these agnwmen fs, and to see Syr¬ 
ia and Egypt as being in splendid. 
isolation with Iran and Libya for 
voting against them. 

Still, we cannot ignore the fact 
tha^ to rigfr*, the UN has not 
amended die -resolution express¬ 
ing its reservations over the Israe- 
li-Egyptian peace agreemenL Its 
negative attitude vis-h-vis the first 
peace treaty between Israel and 
an Arab state is a sham eful stain 
on the international body, and a 
warning to .anyone who is ready 
today to base Israel’s security 
east of the Sea of Galilee on a UN 
force. 

Last week, the UN resolved to 
authorize its secretariat to dis¬ 
seminate propaganda supplied by 
the PLO, which hasn’t yet an¬ 
nulled the clauses in its covenant 
calling for Israel's annihilation. 

And this international organi¬ 
zation, which. insists on maintain¬ 
ing a mission in Jerusalem, last 
week passed a resolution calling 
on countries with embassies in 
any'part of Jerusalem to remove 
them immediately. In favor were 
138 countries. Only Israel and 
Costa Rica voted against Seven, 
including the US, abstained. ' ' 

dearly, this resolution cannot 
change Israel's stand on a unified 
Jerusalem as its capitaL But such, 
a vote could influence countries 
planning to transfer their embas¬ 
sies to Jerusalem. - 

Sorely the UN’s war against Is¬ 
rael’s status in Jerusalem should 
make one wary about .about its 
excessive involvement in Israeli- 
Arab affairs. 

The writer, a veteran journalist, 
comments on current affairs. 


T HE newcomer to electron-; 
ic space, like tb$ 
to a crowded " " 

ty, has to sort otf the 
ami mores of the place- 

for clues. . • • ; - 

The first oddity of- tte -Na k 
the amount of tune and - emotion:* 
al energy nearly eveiy. e-maS,» 
seems to spend trying; art to_M- 
the. discussion explode, infr a fiB*. 
fledged barroom brawL 
Of four different lists F’te 
peeked into - a compuler-BK**; 
ed reporting list, a First Amehtt 1 ' 
meat issues list, a list fa-stodenfc^ 
of film and television and a list for' 
philosophy and literature - all 
seem to spend between a qaaderi 
and a third of their, tune aigaipg 
over how to deal with “flames,? 
bomb-throwers and instances; of 
violent disagreement v; 

The lesson is that Americans 
are far more protected from real 
disagreement than you. would 
think from the tumult ofthe 
airwaves. ." 

.The problem sieems to hold 
equally, for big issues and small : 
( annoyances. One of "these siophis- 
' ticated virtual crowds^ spent a 
chunk of time recently in; vicious 
argument over whether a mem¬ 
ber had erred in posting the e-. 
mail address for. Santa Claus.: . 

Another virtual community be¬ 
came distraught when an an¬ 
nouncement of an upcoming fern-, 
inist theory conference elicited 
the crude addendum,; “l hate all 
you bull dyke femihazis.'^ ; 

Is it so difficult, to disagree in 
comity? 

A number of practitioners of 
public speech - politicians,, some, 
journal ists, defense lawyers, talk- 


Internet users are 
finding it hard to 
disagree civilly 


Peace as an aid to recovery 


ered with the min dless culture of 
jonk food: the big plastic signs, the 
cartoon characters, the jingles and 
the advertising come-oos, but rather 
the shock was realizing that we are 
somehow letting this happen to 
ourselves. 

Someone or perhaps several 
someones approved this “project.” 
Whatever the answer is, nothing can 
excuse the incredible insensitivity of 
this act, in relation to both the dead 
and the living. 

The minimum that can be asked is 
tha t the ridiculous plastic doll and 
other huge obstructions be taken 
down. The right thing to do would 
be to move the restaurant altogether. 

REUVEN GENN, Instructor 
DAVID COHEN, Madrich 
RHISA TEMAN, Guidance 
Counselor 
Pardess Hanna American 
High School Program 
Pardess Hanna. 

THE KIND 

goodwill gesture); 

Allowing Palestinian workers to 
come into our cities because it is so 
inhuman to deprive them of work; 

Rewarding terrorists with money, 
weapons, recognition and power, as 
well as the Peace Prize (because 
“they are our only hope for peace”). 

We, the Jewish people, the hu¬ 
mane, kind Jewish people, have been 
gelling our blood too cheaply too 
long. 


ELON FELDMAN 


OrnieL 


H ISTORY will record the 
establishment of full dip¬ 
lomatic relations be¬ 
tween Israel and Jordan as a mile¬ 
stone on the road to 
comprehensive peace between Is¬ 
rael and its neighbors. 

Like Anwar Sadat before him, 
Hussein understood that the path 
to the economic rehabilitation of 
his country led along the Jerusa¬ 
lem-Washington highway. 

The Gulf War and UN sanc¬ 
tions against Aqaba port para¬ 
lyzed Jordan's economy and 
trade. With unemployment at 20- 
25 percent, the ending of inter- 
Arab assistance and the expul¬ 
sion of Jordanian citizens 
working in the Arab oil coun¬ 
tries, the loss to Jordan was be¬ 
tween S3.5b. and $45b. a year. 
And the flight of foreign currency 
in mid-1994, estimated at 
S250m^ badly hurt the financing 
of imports of basic staples. 

Jordan needed a mechanism to 
- stop the economic deterioration. 

This is what the country’s so¬ 
cioeconomic distress looks like: 

• Jordan has one of the highest 
birthrates in the world, averaging 
3.6-3.8 percent annually. This 
swallows up the country's entire 
economic growth. 

In an economy which lacks suf¬ 
ficient resources, 42 percent of 
the population are under age 15. 
The International Labor Organi¬ 
zation estimates that Jordan's 
population will double in less 
than a generation. 

According to Jordanian author 
Dr. Isshak al-Kuttnb, his coun¬ 
try's population mil bit 125m. by 
2050. Jordan cannot sustain a 
population of that size, either 
physically or .economically. 

# Unemployment totals 160,000 
out of a work force of between 
850,000 and 900,000. A high pro¬ 
portion of the unemployed are 
academics, which is a threat to 
King Hussein's regime. 

• A severe lack of water re¬ 
sources affects both the popula¬ 
tion and the economy. The 1993 
deficit has been estimated at 
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333m. cubic meters of the needed 
total of 1.316b. cubic meters. The 
greatest problem is the supply of 
domestic drinking waier. In 2005, 
the annual requirement will reach 
1.6b. cubic meters, way beyond 
current resources. 

A 1993 report by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization esti¬ 
mated average per-capita con- 

Jordan needs a 
treaty with Israel 
to balance its books 

sumption in the year 2000 at 200 
liters, compared with 1,000 liters 
in more self-sufficient countries. 

The solution is to find new 
sources of water and build 10 
dams throughout the country, 
which would stave off the antici¬ 
pated shortage. The peace treaty 
guarantees this. 

• About 40 percent of the cen¬ 
tral bank's reserves are in foreign 
currency, and large amounts are 
estimated to have left the 
country. 

PRIOR TO the Gulf War, Aqaba 
port was the country’s chief eco¬ 
nomic lifeline, handling 60 per¬ 
cent of Jordan's exports and 40 
percent of its imports. The naval 
blockade imposed by the UN in 
its campaign against Iraq’s Sad- 


POSTSCRIPT 


AN ELDERLY Russian villager 
lost nearly all her savings when 
rats ate the cash she had hoarded 
in her basement. 

The woman, living in a village 
130 km east of Moscow, earns her 
living by making illegal liquor, 
and had saved l million rubles 
($300). 

“Having studied a variety of 


dam Hussein cost Jordan $1.5b. 
and -badly hurt its diminished 
treasury. 

The direct loss from the block¬ 
ade was in Iraq-related trade, es¬ 
timated at $400m. a year (or 35 
percent of exports), while-90 per¬ 
cent of Jordan's oQ imports -had 
come from Iraq. 

The most pressing problem of 
all is Jordan's continuing inability 
to repay its foreign debt - esti¬ 
mated at $8.2b. by the Jordanian 
Finance Ministry. 

Canceling this debt and relink¬ 
ing Jordan’s economy to world 
markets, especially the US and 
the European Union, with help 
from GATT, could convert Jor¬ 
dan into one of the most prosper¬ 
ous countries in the Middle East, 
if the peace process penetrates 
economic and trade circles there. 

A list of economic priorities, 
drawn up in cooperation with Is¬ 
raeli business leaders and econo¬ 
mists, would be the best guaran¬ 
tee for Jordan's recovery. 

A resuscitated Jordanian econ¬ 
omy could become a showcase 
for Arab and other investors, 
whose integration in it would be 
the key to its stability. 

And a stable economy would 
attract other countries in the re¬ 
gion, as projected in the Casa¬ 
blanca Conference and its multi¬ 
faceted programs for the new 
Middle East. 

The writer is an economist and 
Middle East affairs scholar. 



Russian state and commercial 
banks, the lady concluded that 
the safest place was her cellar,” a 
paper said. 

Many Russians prefer to keep 
their savings at home, since Rus¬ 
sian banks offer interest rates 
lower than the high inflation rate 
and deposits are not considered 
safe. 


show hosts - get used to being i 
verbally attacked. • - - 
Bat the experience of'being -* 
disagreed with dhvctly^aad ‘pub¬ 
licly is really quite''impKasanL ~ 
The beginner [must \ learn to . 
card all kinds of adrenaline reac¬ 
tions, struggling to remember 
that they are different from phys¬ 
ical agony. 

You can watch. this happening 
before your eyes on the Net, 
where ordinarily sealed social , 
subcultures like journalism and 
academia, or feminists and anti- .* 
feminists, bump into each other -» 
on seemingly neutral discussion * 
lists. (On political discussion lists, 
at leak, people go in expecting a * 

fig* 1 *-) 

EVERYONE who goes on-line 
has observed the wild effects that 
“flaming” seems to have on oth- , 
erwise ordinary personalities: 
They go mad, spewing bile across j 
cyberspace as if there weren’t , 
real people involved, then react- • 
ing with hurt astonishment when ■ 
someone does the same in return. * 
The hurt party on-line can of¬ 
ten be seen visibly going to 
pieces, either flaming back wild¬ 
ly, demanding the offender be 
thrown off-list 1 or fleeing to adopt 1 
some form of the Catharine 
MacKinnon position that words ; 
inflict actual, punishable damage. 

There’s even a burgeoning con- • 
cept of “virtual rape,” first elabo¬ 
rated in a long Village Voice arti- ! 
cle last year about a nasty; 
incident in a shared fantasy ■ 
game. 

Many thought that a disembod- : 
ied forum like Internet would be : 
a wonderful tool by which people 
could learn the truth of the o'd 
bromide about sticks, stones p.id ■ 
words. That may, in the end, be 
the lesson the Internet teac les. 

But if it does, it will teach i. the • 
hard way, by letting partic pants . 
exhaust themselves and find that: 
nothing but civility really works. , 
Here and there on the lists that' 
have suffered through four or five •• 
meta-flame-wars you begin to see • 
firewalls, like the increasingly .* 
common signoff, “Flames to me ’ 
privately, please.” I “dipped” a 
copy of the exchange in which the 
scrawler about "feminazis” sub-' 
sided into normal discussion after' 
a virtual-adult type asked him to. 
expiam his argument further. 

Maybe, if the network doesn’t : 
melt under the emotional strain, ■ 
the amazed anguish of Internet ■ 
surfers will yield to a general un- \ 
derstandmg that people with dif-' 

enQ g v ^ ews are not just an ab-. 
stract possibility .guaranteed by : 
the Constitution, but an actual: 
condition with which one musti 
reckon. J 

(The Washington Post) 
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Masada ramp thesis is still as firm as bedrock 
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d!"™""'"'' Stolons, 
Dan GUI mote in ,hc British 
monthly Nature: "Contra™ lo 
prevailing opinion that the 'Ro¬ 
man assault ramp at Ma- 
H f *«My num-made. 
geological observations reveal 

tedrVk™* 5 * 5 ma " / * ° f naturai 
According to Josephus, the cru¬ 
cial battle with the Judean parti¬ 
sans had been deferred pending 
construction of this ramp and of 
the raising of a siege tower to the 
level of the casement wall sur¬ 
rounding the plateau. The Ro¬ 
mans evidently laid siege to Masa¬ 
da two years before the final 
assault. 

Doesn’t Gill’s claim throw the 
whole of Josephus’s account into 
question? For example, what 
about the skeletal remains? Some 
970 corpses in the arid wilderness 
would leave bones, wouldn't 
they? {A pile of 25 skeletons, 
probably of Zealots and their 
families, were, found at the 
site.J 

It is odd that Josephus hap¬ 
pened to be on the spot and de¬ 
scribed how both sides were true 
to their irreconcilable faiths. Then 
why would he have made up that 
story about the ramp, if all the rest 
was true? It does rather suggest 
that we are free to believe what we 
like about Masada. 

1 would like to believe that the 
parties to that encounter devel¬ 
oped. a grudging respect for one 
another and had the wherewithal 
to sort it out imaginatively. Then 
Masada would be emblematic not 
only of Jewish grit, but of guile. 
MjfcihAEL ROSE,- Australia r 




Hebrew University archeologist 
Prof. Ehud Netzer responds: 

The point of departure of 
Rose’s reflections is the article by 
the geologist Dan Gill, which ap¬ 
peared in Nature. As someone 
fully acquainted with Masada, I 
take the liberty of raising certain 
objections to Gill’s main 
premises. 

No one has claimed that the 
entire ramp was man-made. Af¬ 
ter all. it was not built on level 
ground, but was adjoined to the 
mount's cliffs and slopes. 

It is also clear that the engi¬ 
neers of the Roman army, in 
seeking to erect the siege ramp 
under particularly difficult cir¬ 
cumstances. chose the place 
where it would be easiest. 

In making their choice, they 
apparently sought a point where 
the difference in elevations was 
minimal, and where the topogra¬ 
phy allowed them to achieve their 
goal with minimal dumping of 
earth and stones. 

Gill’s thesis relates to the sec¬ 
ond of these criteria, and we do 
not disagree with bira in princi¬ 
ple. He claims that the rock pro¬ 
jecting from the mount here was 
so massive that it was necessary 
to dump only a small amount of 
earth. Thus, he says, one can't 
really speak of the ramp’s 
’’construction." 

We disagree on this last point, 
first because the rock’s natural 
form is irregular, whereas the 
ramp has a clearly defined pyra¬ 
midal shape. This shape is a func¬ 
tion of the course along its central 
axis, on which the siege ram was 
moved forward once the ramp 
was built. A very broad base was 
needed to create the “pyramid," 
and this called for dumping 
large quantities of earth on 
both sides of the course, 
particularly because of the 
mountainous topography. 

Second, because of erosion, 
the ramp is smaller today than 
when it was built. Many hun¬ 
dreds, if not thousands, of cubic 
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Because of eroskm, the Roman ramp is smaller today than when It was built, according to archeologbt Ehnd Netzer {p Nowiiz) 



meters of earth have been eroded 
during the 1,920 years since its 
construction. 

Third, neither Gill nor anyone 
else has yet drilled test holes in 
■the ramp, and therefore his thesis 
remains merely an assumption. It 
is thus possible that the bedrock 
is smaller than Gill imagines it to 
be. 


The quantity of earth dumped 
to build the ramp is reckoned at 
several tens of thousands of cubic 
meters. Even if. for example, 
26.000 and not 36.000 cubic me¬ 
ters of fill were dumped, this op¬ 
eration would still be considered 
amazing. 

Keep in mind the desert condi¬ 
tions and constant harassment 


from above by die besieged, ap¬ 
parently throughout the ramp's 
construction. 

SINCE ROSE volunteered at 
Masada 30 years ago. particularly 
in the last decade, the material 
from Masada has been studied 
thoroughly, and the story of the 
siege as related'by Josephus has 


largely been verified by an analy¬ 
sis of the archeological data. 

These data indicate that the 
struggle between the Zealots and 
the Romans was a stubborn one. 
and the Zealots did all they could 
to prevent the Romans from 
reaching the summit. 

From an analysis of the excava¬ 
tions, it became evident that the 


ceilings of almost all the buildings 
on Masada were dismantled by 
the Zealots to provide them with 
timber for the erection of the 
wooden wall mentioned by Jose¬ 
phus. It was built in such a way 
that the siege ram could not pen¬ 
etrate it: this, in our opinion, 
obliged the Romans to further 
heighten the ramp by dumping 
more earth. 

The excavations revealed dear 
signs of the Zealots' burning of 
their families' personal property 
and tbe burning of those rooms 
whose ceilings had not been dis¬ 
mantled - mainly in the Western 
Palace, Northern Palace and 
storeroom complex - as de¬ 
scribed by Josephus. 

The 11 lots revealed in the 
storeroom area together with 
about 300 other ostraca (ink in¬ 
scriptions on ceramic fragments) 
could have belonged to the Zeal¬ 
ots’ archives. 

Most of the other ostraca bore 
letters in various combinations 
and possibly served for the draw¬ 
ing of the first lots, in which the 
last 10 men to commit suicide 
were chosen. 

The siege camps, the circum- 
vallation (the siege wall the Ro¬ 
mans built around the fortress), 
the form of destruction of the 
structures on the mount and the 
burning of objects and the build¬ 
ings serve as definite proofs of 
the essential veracity of Jose¬ 
phus's account. 

Even from a historical view¬ 
point, the Romans had every rea¬ 
son to prevent those Zealots who 
had fortified themselves on Ma¬ 
sada from absconding, since the 
larter could have rekindled the 
flames of revolt in settlements 
that had already surrendered to 
the Romans. 

THE ONLY question still open 
to discussion, until further arche¬ 
ological data come to light, is 
whether'a mass suidde did occur 
there. This topic has inspired 
many papers and discussions in' 
recent years. 

If such a mass suidde did in¬ 
deed take place - and I tend to 
accept Josephus's account - the 
corpses were either cremated or 
buried in a common grave (most 
of the open areas on the summit 
have not .yet been exposed), or 
they were cast on the steep slopes 
of the mount where they were 
devoured by birds and beasts of 
prey, not necessarily leaving any 
traces after so many years. 


There are Chinese homosexuals - they’re just still in the closet 


R EADERS in Hong Kbng, 
but not in China, will next 
month be able to buy the 
first book reporting on the secret 
world of Chinese homosexual 
men, most of whom marry wom¬ 
en and bide their sexual 
preferences. 

Fang Gang, 27, a newspaper 
editor in the northern port dty of 
Tianjin, said he wrote the book 
because he wanted to examine a 
topic that is still taboo in China, 
and to help an ignorant public 
understand neighbors who might 
be doset homosexuals: 

“Scholars and experts I spoke 
to estimate that between I and 5 
percent of Chinese are homosex¬ 
ual," Fang said. “If we take the 
medium figure, that means 30 
million, equal to the population 
of several European countries. 
Yet we know nothing about 
them.” 

But how to find out about peo¬ 
ple who hide their sexuality? 
Fang started at the psychology 
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clinic of a sympathetic Tianjin 
doctor who has homosexuals as 
patients, many of them asking for 
help to cure what they consider 
an illness and an abnormality, or 
to overcome their inability to 
make love to their wives. 

“I discovered that tbe homo¬ 
sexuals. once they trusted me and 
felt I was not against them, were 
delighted to talk. They had much 
to say but no one to say it to," he 
said. “Of course, I had to prom¬ 
ise not to reveal their names or 
work units." 

These first introductions led to 
others, enabling Fang to meet 
dozens of homosexuals as well as 
doctors and experts. 

"Most felt their homosexuality 
was abnormal and wrong and 
wanted to change it but couldn't. 
They cannot tell families, col¬ 
leagues or even wives for fear of 
the consequences," be said. 

Because of intense social and 
family pressure, most are mar¬ 
ried and have a child, even 


Experts say that up to 5 percent of all Chinese 
are homosexuals, according to a book that looks 
at the taboo topic in the world’s most 
populated country, Mark O’Neill writes 


though that means deceiving 
their wives as to their sexuality. 

“One told me he initiates sex 
with his wife once every two or 
three months. For him it is not a 
happy experience. His wife is sat¬ 
isfied with this. She thinks a more 
sexually active husband might 
have affairs on the side,” Fang 
said. 

The Chinese are not subjected 
to tbe sexual bombardment from 
advertising and the media that in 
the West puts pressure on many 
to believe rhey must have more 
frequent and more elaborate sex. 

Fang said Chinese homosex¬ 


uals keep their sexuality a secret 
from their wives for fear the 
women will demand divorces, 
thus possibly unveiling the hus¬ 
bands' sexual differences. They_ 
therefore satisfy their needs with 
friends in private. 

In China there are no public 
facilities such as restaurants or 
bars where homosexuals can 
meet since these would attract 
too much attention, he said. They 
can find partners only in places 
such as public toilets in relatively 
deserted places- 

Fang recalls meeting a 60-year- 
old teacher who had not found a 


partner throughout his life. 

THE CHINESE rarely discuss 
homosexuality. It is not taught at 
school or discussed at borne. 
Most people regard it as abnor¬ 
mal, shameful and an illness to be 
cured. 

Social and family pressure 
makes it unacceptable for two 
men to live together openly as 
homosexuals, although it is not 
illegal. 

In ancient China, homosexual¬ 
ity was less of a taboo. 

The famous novel Jin Ping 
Mei, written during tbe Ming Dy¬ 


nasty (1368-1644), describes male 
homosexuals among the rich and 
ruling elite who chose young boys 
as their slaves and companions. 

Fang said most Chinese nowa¬ 
days are indifferent and ignorant 
about Hie subject, which was why 
be decided to write his book, of 
which a Hong Kong publisher 
plans to print 2,000 copies next 
month. Such books may not be 
legally sold in China. 

He is searching for a publisher 


in China. “Most of those I have 
written to have not replied," he 
said. “Perhaps they feel the sub¬ 
ject is too sensitive, or fear being 
criticized for publishing porno¬ 
graphic material." 

He said his was the first book 
of reportage on tbe issue in Chi¬ 
na. A more scholarly work on 
homosexuality was published in 
1992, also in Hong Kong, and 
5,000 copies were printed in Chi¬ 
na, but few were sold. (Reuter) 


BIBLE LANDS MUSEUM JERUSALEM 

presents a series of 

SATURDAY NIGHT CONCERTS 

Saturday, December 24,1994, at 8:30 p.m. 

"BACH FLORALE" GUITAR ENSEMBLE 

Yehuda Schryer, Yuval hvashenko, Andre Schanov, Oded Shoub 
with Eyal En-Habar - flute 



[ Immigration and absorption are 
tough enough, even for the 
1 strongest among us. And it’s great 
if you can overcome the problems 
of culture shock, sudden illiteracy, 

isolation, unemployment and 
alienation — all by yourself. 

But most do need help. The 
Jerusalem Post Welcome Home 
Fund provides new immigrants 
from Ethiopia, the former'Soviet 
Union and other lands with 
appliances, bedding, heaters, 
clothing, shoes and school 
supplies. We also give vital grams 
for dental and medical care, 
tutoring and higher education. 

So, if you think new 

immigrants should help 
themselves, do something which 
encourages just that. Give to The. 
Jerusalem Post Welcome Home 
Fund- P-O. Box 81, 
oinnn Yerusaiem, Israel._ 


LITURGICA 94 

Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, IBA 

> Music Director: David Shallon ~~ 

Festive Opening 

in the presence of Mr. Ehud Olmert, The Mayor of Jerusalem 


Conductor: David Shallon 


EXCERPTS FROM OPERAS & CANTORIAL MUSIC 

Verdi Overture and Chorus from "Nabucco" 

Giordano Aria from "Andrea Chenier" 

Puccini Aria from "Turandof 
Anton Rubinstein Overture "Maccabees* 

Elstein Cantorial Music 
Ladino Medley 

NOAM SHERIFF SEPHARDIC PASSION 
Jerusalem. Henry Crown Symphony Hall. Saturday. December24.1994 at 20:30 


Conductor: Gary Bert ini 


BRAHMS Ein Deutsches Requiem 

Jerusalem. Binyanei Ha'ooma. Wednesday, December 28.1994 at 20:30 

2 20% Discount 

j lor users of Bank Leumi Checks 

© TOrtpn 

S Jerusalem Kla'im 02-256369; Bimot 02-250905; Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra Box office 
O 02-611498/9: Jerusalem Theater Box office 02-610011. Tel Avfv Had&n 03-5279797; Kastel 
p 03-5467085: Le'an 03-527054$; Hasharen 03-5400551/2. Ra'ariana Molaim 09-915566 
Prnuduitinn jnd Mjnjsmenl: Jerusalem Theater 

A Classical Winter 

Jerusalem December 21 - January 8 
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Program: J.S. Bach, Brandenburg Concerto no. 6; 
Telemann, Trio sonata in B flat major;. 

Sachsen Weimar, Concerto In one movement; 
Pachelbel, Canon in D; J.S. Bach: Gavotte en rondeau & gigue; 
Suite no. 2 in B minor for orchestra 

* 

Wine and Cheese: 8:00 p.m.; Concert: 8:30 p.m. 

Admission NIS 25, NIS 20 - Museum members, 
olim, students, soldiers and seniors 

Benefits The Jerusalem Post Funds 

Next week: December 31,1994, at 8:30 p.m. 
"Frellich Band”, authentic Kleizmer music 

BIBLE LANDS MUSEUM JERUSALEM 
25 Grariot St., Jerusalem, Tel. 02-611066 
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Business & finance 

Fogel: Cut rates now Harish rejects trade d 
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or face recession later 

Outgoing Treasury director-general 
slams Bank of Israel for fueling inflation 


IN a parting shot, outgoing Trea¬ 
sury director-general Aharon Fo¬ 
gel called on the Bank of Israel to 
cut bads interest rates immedi¬ 
ately by about 1.5 percent, warn¬ 
ing that otherwise the economy is 
heading toward a recession. 

Fogel, who is leaving the Trea¬ 
sury at the end of the month, 
sharply criticized the central bank 
for fueling inflation, at a farewell 
news conference yesterday. 

He said that until September, 
when the central bank began rais¬ 
ing interest rates by li percent¬ 
age points at a time, the country’s 
macroeconomic policy served 
growth and competitiveness. 

However, the sharp interest 
rate changes have disturbed the 
delicate balance between interest 
and foreign exchange rates, 
which, if unchecked ' “open the 
possibility of a significant reces¬ 
sion,” Fogel warned. 

The high interest rates, which 
increase the demand for shekels 
in the currency market, have re¬ 
sulted in the revaluation of the 
shekel. 

“An export-led economy can¬ 
not afford a revaluation of the 
shekel," he explained, since a 
more expensive shekel under¬ 
mines the competitiveness of ex¬ 
ports. Fogel noted that the dam¬ 
age of an overvalued shekel will 
not be felt immediately since the 
opening of new export markets is 
equivalent to a real devaluation. 

“Until the last interest rate 
hike, there was no reason to 
change the exchange rate poli¬ 
cy,” said Fogel. hinting at the 
possibility that now- a devaluation 
of the shekel could be justified. 

However, Fogel rejected that, 
possibility at the moment and 
said the fight against inflation can 
be put back on track if the Bank 
of Israel decreases interest rates, 
while the government reduces la¬ 
bor costs and pushes ahead with 
economic structural reforms. 

Fogel said inflation took off 


JOSE ROSENFELD 

this year as a result of deeply 
ingrained distortions in the hous¬ 
ing market, which limited the 
supply of available housing and 
contributed to skyrocketing 
prices. 

He added that despite the gov¬ 
ernment's efforts to increase the 
supply of housing, not enough 
was done to change planning reg¬ 
ulations due to political con¬ 
straints. “Undoubtedly, this is 
the reason we are only seeing 
moderation in prices rises and not 
lower prices,” Fogel explained. 

On top of housing, fruit and 
vegetable and health care prices 
also contributed to inflation. Fo¬ 
gel noted however, that improve¬ 
ments in the country’s produce 
import policy have significantly 
speeded up the government's re¬ 
sponse time to shortages. 

Fogel blamed the generous 
wage agreements on the break¬ 
down of responsibility of the 
unions representing the workers. 
The consequences have been par¬ 
ticularly damaging to the health 
care system, he said. 

The impact of the wage hikes in 
the remaining areas of the public 
sector was translated into higher 
budget spending on salaries, 
which limited the tax cuts and 
improved services the govern¬ 
ment could offer. 

By contrast, he indicated these 
wage hikes did not result in paral¬ 
lel salary increases in the business 
sector, since unlike the public 
sector, workers are compensated 
for their individual performance. 

Notwithstanding these sources 
of inflation, Fogel blame di the 
Bank of Israel for pouring oil to 
the flames of inflation by failing 
to arrest the tremendous jump in 
the money supply last year. 

According to him, the central 
bank should have imposed limits 
on credit to purchase stocks and 
bonds, which would have serious- 


Egyptian bank helps 
finance loan for Israel 

GAUT UPK1S BECK and DOUGLAS DAVIS 


NATIONAL Bank of Egypt is 
among the banks participating in 
a syndicate organized by Bank 
Leumi UK and Chemical Bank 
that raised a DM 130 million 
credit line for the Israeli 
government 

This is die first time an Arab 
bank has participated in financing 
a loan for Israel. 

The loan is for financing the 
purchase of German buses. 

The other banks participating 
in the syndicate are Banco Di Na¬ 
poli, Commerzbank Internation¬ 
al, Dresdner Bank London 
Branch and National Westminster 
Bank. 

The Royal Bank of Scotland, 
the Chase Manhattan Bank, Re- 
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public National Ranh of New 
York London Branch and Sa- 
band Bank are also helping to 
finance the loan. 

David Granot, general manag¬ 
er of Bank Lenmi UK, and Cedric 
Otivestone, head of international 
financial institutions of Bank 
Lenmi took part in the signing 
ceremony yesterday. 

Ambassador to Britain Moshe 
Raviv, who attended the ceremo¬ 
ny, told The Jerusalem Post that 
the occasion was “a demonstra¬ 
tion that the peace process has 
generated interest in the City 
[London’s financial center] and a 
demonstration of the City’s confi¬ 
dence in the peace process.” 
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INDUSTRY and Trade Minister 
Micba Harish yesterday rejected 
the agreement in principle 
reached between German For¬ 
eign Minister Klaus Kinke l and 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
over a new trade accord with the 
European Union. 

“The package with the EU is 
no! economically worthwhile, 
and 1 will oppose it in the cabi¬ 
net,” Harish said. 

Sources close to Harish said he 
was fuming at Peres for express¬ 
ing satisfaction at the agreement 
with the EU only two days after 
agreeing not to accept iL 


JOSE ROSENFELD 


Foreign Ministry economics 
department head Oded Eran said 
both Kinkel and Peres were try¬ 
ing to conclude negotiations as 
soon as possible, and Kinkel went 
to the ElTs minis ters council to 
get their approval for an agree¬ 
ment in principle. 

After getting the go ahead, 
Kinkel sent a letter to Peres stat¬ 
ing that the sides will ny to re¬ 
solve the remaining four out¬ 
standing issues in the coming 
weeks. 

The issues include opening 


Kibbutzim expected 
to reach deal on debt 
repayment by year’s end 


GAUT UPKIS BECK 


Fogel: Sharp interest rate 
chan ges have disturbed the 
delicate balance between in¬ 
terest and foreign exchange 
rates. (Boris Smartankci'Scoop 80) 

ly curbed borrowing and prevent¬ 
ed the stock market's exaggerat¬ 
ed climb. 

Fogel said the tax burden was 
too high, despite the govern¬ 
ment’s efforts to reduce it. The 
government's policy aims to re¬ 
duce the burden by broadening 
the tax base, as it did with the 
imposition of the capital gains 
tax. and by cutting government 
spending. 

However, Fogel admitted, the 
new health tax "will turn the gov¬ 
ernment's, efforts on its head.”.... 

■ According to Fogel, the gov¬ 
ernment's biggest policy failure in 
the'past two years was not re¬ 
forming the Capital Investments 
Encouragement Law, which cur¬ 
rently fails to assist development 
towns and wastes about NIS 1 
billion a year in subsidies that end 
up in the investors’ pockets. 


KIBBUTZ Artzi and the United 
Kibbutz Movement expect to 
sign an agreement in principle on 
their debt repayment arrange¬ 
ment by the end of the year. Kib¬ 
butz Artzi secretary Amiram 
Efrati said yesterday. 

Efrati said representatives of 
the two largest kibbutz umbrella 
organizations are negotiating on 
a daily basis with the Finance 
Ministry in an attempt to speed 
up implementation of the kibbutz 
debt arrangement plan. 

However, a number of issues 
related to the relationship be¬ 
tween the banks, the Finance 
Ministry and the kibbutzim and 
the method of appraising kib¬ 
butz-owned land have not been 
resolved. 

Kibbutz movement leaders 
said they have reached a compro¬ 
mise agreement regarding the 
economically healthier kibbut¬ 
zim’s assistance to the weaker 
ones, financially and by means of 
land sales. 

As part of the debt arrange¬ 
ment plan, the kibbutzim have to 
raise about NIS 2 billion from the 
sale of their land 

The accumulated debts of all 
the country's kibbutzim now 
stands at more than NIS 5.7b. 

The compromise agreement 


primarily affects kibbutzim in the 
central part of the country, where 
land is more expensive. These 
kibbutzim will have to give up 
land to help other kibbutzim lo¬ 
cated in the periphery and at the 
borders. 

The proposed agreement in¬ 
cludes three possible routes kib¬ 
butzim can take to contribute* to 
the assistance fond. 

The first one involves a kibbutz 
donating NIS 5m.-NIS 8m. to the 
fund, equal to about 5% of the 
value of the land the kibbutz 
owns. The second route calls for a 
kibbutz donation of 2%-5% of 
the land it owns. 

The third option is intended for 
kibbutzim which are unwilling to 
contribute to the arrangement in 
the near future. These kibbutzim 
will be obliged to make a future 
donation of 5 K of the value of 
their land. 

The kibbutz movement leaders 
said they are confident .all,.the 
kibbutzim will agree .to the eom- 
promise-agreement--v 

“Between two thirds and three 
quarters of the kibbutzim are in 
favor of the agreement, including 
the economically healthier kib¬ 
butzim,” Efrati said. “So far, not 
even one kibbutz has rejected the 
plan.” 


Meitav head: Regulations in new mutual 
fund law will push up management costs 


THE many requirements includ¬ 
ed in the framework of the new 
mutual fund supervision and con¬ 
trol regulations will significantly 
increase the funds’ management 
costs, Meitav general m imager 
Zvi Stepak said at a seminar on 
the new law this week. 

Stepak predicted the rise in 
management costs will push small 
fund managers out of the market. 


GALTT LIPK1S BECK 

increasing the big players’ share. 

He said new funds have not 
been established since the imple¬ 
mentation of the new law four 
months ago. 

Prof. Yossef Gross, head of 
Tel Aviv University’s law and 
management faculty, said the 
new law creates a doubling of 


responsibilities, since the Securi¬ 
ties Authority and Supervisor of 
Capital Markets are in charge of 
supervising mutual funds. 

Gross said the new law has in¬ 
creased the responsibility of the 
directors serving on mutual fund 
companies’ board of directors. 

He said it is unclear if mutual 
fund companies can find suitable 
candidates to serve as directors. 


Intel agrees to replace flawed Pentium 


SANTA CLARA, Calif. (Reu¬ 
ter) - Trying to quell one of the 
biggest public relations disasters 
ever in the computer industry, 
Intel Corp. said yesterday it will 
replace Pentium computer chips 
for any consumer who wants to 
make the swap. 

Intel, the world’s largest chip 
maker, apologized for its previ¬ 
ous policy on the flawed micro¬ 
processor as it launched the re¬ 
placement program at the height 
of the key Christmas selling sea¬ 
son. It said it would give details 
on how much the program cost 
next month. 

Intel continued to insist that 
worries about the Pentium micro¬ 
processor, the “brain” that han¬ 
dles the central operations of per¬ 
sonal computers, were 
overblown. 

But it conceded- it may have 
upset consumers with its earlier 
policy, which put the burden on 
consumers to show that the chip 
flaw affected them. 

“Our previous policy was to 


JERUSALEM DISTRICT ELECTRICITY CO. LTD. 
Tender No. 31/94 

XLPE Coating for Aluminum Conductors 

Bids are invited for the supply of XLPE coaling for aluminum 
conductors, as defatted fn the tender documents. 

A copy of the specifications and conditions of tender can be obtained 
from the Secretary of Board of Directors, 15 Salah El-Din Street, East 
Jerusalem, Tel. 282335/6/7, until January 1,1995. 

Bids should be submitted not later fian 12 noon on January 31,1995. 


talk with users to determine 
whether their needs required re¬ 
placement of the processor,” said 
Intel Chief Executive Andrew 
Grove. “To some people, this 
policy seemed arrogant and un¬ 
caring. We apologize. 

“What caused our change in 
policy was continued unhappi¬ 
ness by customers for what they 
saw as a highhanded policy of us 
deciding who needs a replace¬ 
ment,” Grove said in a confer¬ 
ence call. “That policy clearly 
rankled some people.” 

Grove stressed that Intel still 
believes the flaw in the Pentium 
“is technically an extremely mi¬ 
nor problem” that would affect a 
very small number of users. 

Intel has maintained that the 
chance of an average computer 
user encountering any problem 
remained remote. It said the 
problem occurs “m floating point 
divide operations once every nine 
billion random number pairs.” 

Intel has said this happens only 
in sophisticated computer opera¬ 
tions and “almost no one will 
ever encounter the flaw.” 

Starting today, Intel will run 
large advertisements in major 
newspapers across'the country 
and later in Japan and Europe 
apologizing for the Pentium flaw 
and for Intel’s handling of cus¬ 
tomer inquiries and offering new 
ones. 

“To owners of Pentium-based 
processors and the PC communi¬ 
ty, we at Intel wish to sincerely 
apologize for our handling of the 
recently publicized Pentium pro¬ 


cessor flaw,” reads the advertize- 
ment. It is displayed as a letter 
from Grove, Intel Chairman 
Gordon Moore and Intel Chief 
Operating Officer Craig Barrett. 

“The Intel Inside symbol 
means that your computer has a 
microprocessor second to none in 
quality and performance,” the 
advertisement says. 

Intel said it would send a re¬ 
placement processor to PC users 
who choose to do the replace¬ 
ment themselves and wili offer 
telephone technical assistance. It 
listed its assistance number as 1- 
800-628-8686. 

The flaw in the state-of-the-art 
computer chip has been the focus 
of discussion on computer bulle¬ 
tin boards and in academic circles 
for months. But Intel decided not 
to recall them or take any other 
action, and sales of Pentium PC’s 
remained strong. 

But the Pentium problem be¬ 
came a major crisis for Intel last 
week when International Busi¬ 
ness Machines Corp., the world’s 
largest computer maker, said it 
would halt all sales of Pentium- 
equipped PCs because of quality 
problems. 

IBM took the action, it said, 
because it bad discovered more 
basic flaws in the chip in its lab¬ 
oratory testing than Intel bad 
disclosed. 

But most PC makers have con¬ 
tinued selling the machines and 
retailers said sales are steady, al¬ 
though many corporate users put 
their computer buying plans on 
hold. 


government procurement, agri-_ 
cultural- and processed food im¬ 
ports, raw textile imports and full 
membership status in the EU re¬ 
search and development 
organization. 

Eran said he expected the ne¬ 
gotiations to conclude within a 
month, since the sides are getting 
as close as can be expected. 

Industry and Trade Ministry 
spokesman Avital Bar admitted 
that there was some progress, 
and the Europeans are leaning 
toward opening government pro- 
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BUSINESS BRIEFS 

Mr. Deal boys Motorola Communication (Israel) division; rj 
Motorola Communication’s (Israel) rmcro-electronk: division has’- 
been purchased by consultancy Mr. Deal and several private' /■ 
investors. Mr. Deal, owned by former Union Bank senior ' 


luuiuuiMu * ■■■ ----— -- - -. ' * : _ 

Av raham Irani, will own 50 percent of the new company .renamed .., 
TetraElectronics Industries. A 

The factory produces MCM and Hybrid chips for clients— .; V' 
including Scitex, Elbif and the Defense Ministry. Motorola . 
Co mmuni cation has obligated itself to purebase abont $2 million ; 
worth of Tetra components for each of the next two years. *. •’>; 

Business Assoc, opens Bud Brak branch serving haredi woman 1 
The Israel Small Business Association, in association with the Bad 
Brak Municipality, has opened a branch serving haredi women . •' 
entrepreneurs. “There is a real need in Bnei Brak for this type of 
center,” because haredi women lack the marketable professional.;. 
training demanded by the job market at large, ISBA coordinator 
Naomi Liran said. 

Baram warns minis try dot to obstruct request for charter flights; 
Tourism Minister Uzi Baram said yesterday that if the Transport \ 
Ministry continues to obstruct a request by Sunquest, a giant tour 
organizer in Canada, to organize charter flights to Israel, he would 
raise the issue in the cabinet * 

Israel Shipyards workers’ request for new contract rejected: The 
Treasury rejected the Israel Shipyards workers request fora new 
contract following a threatened a work slowdown yesterday - 
morning. Israel Shipyard workers said the Treasury would not 
allow the increase in salary on tire grounds that the company. . •- ■ 
does not have sufficient fimds. 


percent: ofKoor Industries strifes' i warrantheiaeis, whos^’^j^ 
expiration date was ycStenfiy-, exercised then waaa nts. 

Industries raised NIS 21.5 million on tire issue. ::v, * _• 

Agriculture Mmistry plans to eiuninate 76 positrons: The 
Agriculture Ministry plans to eliminate 76 positions over the next 
few months. The ministry said the cutbacks, mainly in the 
training and agriadture research division, are in the framework of 
decisions made by the government two years ago. 


WORLD BRIEFS 

Fed derides not to raise rates: The US Federal Reserve ended an 
almost four-hour hour meeting yesterday without announcing any 
rise in interest rates. The Fed has already hiked rates six times 
this year to head off inflation and extend the expansion. Reuter 

Tirade gap widens on record shortfall with Japan: A record 
shortfall on trade with Japamirove the October trade deficit on 
goods and services sharply higher, tire Commerce Department 
said yesterday. The monthly gap in bilateral business with Japan 
soared 23.9 percent from September to $6.66 billion in October 
as imports from that country hit a record $ 11.3b. Reuter 

German M3 hits target for first time in ’94: Gepnan money 
supply growth slowed to within the Bundesbank's target range for 
the first time this year in November, helping to restore the 
tattered image of the Bundesbank’s monetary targeting policy. 

The Bundesbank said annualized growth of M3 slowed to 6.0 
percent in November from 6.8% in October, hitting the top of its 
4%-6% target ceiling. Reuter 

De Beers reports fall in diamond sales: South African diamond 

giant De Beers yesterday reported a 2.7 percent fall in sales of 
rough diamonds through its Central Selling Organization, hurt by 
sales of Russian gems outside the CSO network and the outbreak 


of plague in India. 
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Microsoft 
Windows 95 
upgrade late 


Japanese cabinet 
cuts spending 


REDMOND, Was]j (Reuter) - 
Microsoft Corp. said yesterday 
the long-awaited Windows 95 up¬ 
grade of its widely used Windows 
software will take several months 
longer than expected to reach the 
market, sending its stock sharply 
lower. 

The Windows 95 may not be 
available until August 1995, Mi¬ 
crosoft said, instead of the previ¬ 
ously expected release in the 
spring of next year. 

Microsoft’s stock skidded 
$3,125 to stand at $59.50 a share 
in early NASDAQ trading in re¬ 
action to the announcement, and 
at least one Wall Street broker 
quickly lowered its earnings esti¬ 
mates on the software giant be¬ 
cause of the product delay. 

The No. 1 software company in 
the world said it was taking a 
cautious approach to releasing 
the computer operating system, 
trying to iron out any bugs. 

Microsoft said it announced 
the delay “based on its continued 
commitment to deliver a vigor¬ 
ously tested product of the high¬ 
est quality.” 

Consumer sensitivity to prod¬ 
uct flaws was most-recendy dem¬ 
onstrated by Intel Coip.’s prob¬ 
lems with its Pentium chip, whose 
inability to perform certain so¬ 
phisticated mathematical func¬ 
tions led to widespread calls for 
replacement chips. Intel yester¬ 
day apologized for its handling of 
the matter and offered to ex¬ 
change flawed Pentiums for new 
ones. 

Microsoft, which has suffered 
several minor embarrassments 


with flawed software in the past, 
disclosed no specific ailments 
with Windows 95. 

The program performs the ba¬ 
sic functions of computers, start¬ 
ing and deleting other programs 
and managing data and simple 
calculations. In addition, Micro¬ 
soft is adding more advanced pro¬ 
cesses, like communication and 
access to the Internet network of 
computers. 

'‘Feedback from our current 
beta testers has been excellent, 
they love the product, but given 
the sheer breadth of Windows 95, 
shipping it may take us longer 
than we had originally anticipat¬ 
ed,” said Brad Silverberg, senior 
vice-president of Personal Sys¬ 
tems Division at Microsoft. 

“We have always said we will 
ship this product when it is ready, 
and that is what we are commit¬ 
ted to do,” Silverberg said. 

Microsoft said the second beta 
test for Windows 95 has been 
shipped to over 48.000 testers 
and the testing program will be 
expanded this spring to several 
hundred thousand customers. 

The delay in releasing the 
product will mean a slower build¬ 
up of revenue from the new prod¬ 
uct, and possibly even a slow¬ 
down in existing Windows 
programs as some consumers 
hold off new purchases, awaiting 
tiie update. 

The brokerage firm Bear 
Steams cut its earnings estimate 
for Microsoft to $120 a share 
from $230 for the fiscal year end¬ 
ing June 30, 1995 immediately af- 


TOKYO (Reuter) - Japan’s cabi¬ 
net yesterday adopted a state 
budget drafted by the Ministry of 
Finance that will cat national 
spending for the first time in 40 
years. 

Dwindling tax revenues were 
behind a rare 19 percent yearly 
drop in the draft budget for the 
fiscal year starting April 1995, 
which totaled 70.99 trillion yen 
($709 billion). 

ft would be the first spending 
drop since 1955/56. 

Finance Minister Masayoshi 
Takemura warned that hatanring 
the budget will even become 
tougher m the years to come. 

“Fiscal conditions are expected 
to become tougher and tougher 
down the road even for (balanc¬ 
ing) a budget for a single year,” 
Takemura told reporters. 

The tax revenue shortage 
prompted the ministry to draft an 
extra budget for the current year 
to cut the total amount of nation¬ 
al spending by 6733 billion yen 
($6.73b.) from the originally 
planned 73.08 trillion yen 
($730b.). 

Although the Japanese econo¬ 
my is seen gradually moving out 
of the nation’s worst recession 
since World War Two, tax reve¬ 
nues are unlikely to recover rap¬ 
idly, it said. 

“Even though tax revenues will 
recover a bit in the next fiscal 
year, the level will remain low, 
continuing to make stale finances 
severe,” a ministry official told a 
briefing. 

. income tax cuts planned for 
1995/96 will likely cut tax revenue 
for the year to 53.73 trillion yen 
(S537b.), little changed from 
53.67 trillion yen expected for 
1994/95. 

To cope with the financial 
squeeze, the ministry used vari¬ 
ous accounting steps such as sus¬ 
pending the ministry’s sinking 


fund, a pool of money set aside to 
redeem government debt. 

The ministry official said the 
draft budget would have grown 
by 03 percent from the 1994/95 
budget without early redemption 
of national loans to local govern¬ 
ments - a fiscal measure which 
the ministry used for both the 
1994/95 and 1995/96 budgets. 

But some analysts criticized 
these fiscal moves as making the 
budget difficult to understand for 
the public. 

“With these accounting tech¬ 
niques, the ministry makes it 
haid for the public to figure out 
how far national debt is rising,” 
said Koichi Haji, a senior econo¬ 
mist at NLJ Research Institute. 

Such moves may help boost 
“hidden” public debt, which is 
not counted as official borrowing 
in budgets but needs future re¬ 
payment. 

Japan’s general spending, the 
core of the budget, will total 
42.14 trillion yen ($421b.), up 3.1 
percent from funds earmarked 
for 1994/95. But the rise is mainly 
due to temporary factors such as 
outlays for elections next year. 

Japan will slow the rate of in¬ 
crease in defense spending, with 
next year’s defense budget mark¬ 
ing the smallest growth in 35 
years. The ministry set the 
1995/96 defense budget at 4.72 
trillion yen ($47.2b.), up 0.86 
percent from this fiscal year. 

Japan, the world's top aid do¬ 
nor, also plans to bold down 
growth in its o fficial dev elopment 
assistance (ODA) budget to a re¬ 
cord low in 1995/96. The ministry 
set a growth rate of 3.2 percent 
for ODA, which would be 1.098 
trillion yen ($10.%.). 

But Japan can still expect its 
ODA payments to rise further in 
dollar terms due to the yen’s 
strength, the ministry said. 


TASE surprises 
with sharp rise 

TEL AVIV STOCK MARKET 
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UN: Latin America returns to economic growth 


SANTIAGO (Renter) - Latin 
America’s economy grew this 
year at its strongest pace in a 
nearly a- decade and has recov¬ 
ered much of the ground lost in 
the high-inflation, low-growth 
1980s,. a .’UN report released 
Tuesday said. - 

But the region’s economy, 
which grew 3.7 percent this year. 


would have to grow at least 4% a 
year to make any deni in vast 
social inequalities and unemploy¬ 
ment, the report by the UN Eco¬ 
nomic Commission on Latin 
America said. 

• “New signs of economic dyna¬ 
mism have been shown in Latin 
America and the Caribbean in 
1994,” said the report. 


“Most countries in the region 
continue to show steady growth, 
although at moderate paces, in 
contexts marked by growing price 
stability, a firm hand on econom¬ 
ic policy and influxes of foreign 
capital,” said the report, issued at 
the commission’s headquarters. 

The report documented a star¬ 
tling turnaround for'a region that 


was considered in the 1980s an 
economic basket case of debt, 
stagnation and four-digit 

inflation. 

After sharp declines in the late 
1980s,-Latin Americans gross do¬ 
mestic -product per ■ capita-rose 
1.9%--last year and now stands* 
only slightly below where it was 
in 1980. 


Two-Sided index Mac 

THE stock market yesterday sur¬ 
prised a fair number of observers 
by doing exactly the opposite of 
what everyone expected - it went 
up sharply. 

The Two-Sided Index rose 2.8 
percent and the Karam 2.9% on a 
turnover of NIS134 million. 

The Karam market was largely 
on the sidelines, contributing 
only NIS 32m. 

Trading opened reasonably 
quietly, with a mild excess of buy 
orders on the Karam and a sharp 
one on the Meretz. 

Prices started up practically 
from the word go at a pace which 
could be characterized “steady 
but surely.’ 

Suddenly, at about 2:30 pjn.,- 
for no apparent reason, the pace 
accelerated and prices jumped. 
For anyone looking at computers 
screens, it was obvious that at 
that point, the securities being 
traded on the Two-Sided market 
suddenly started trading at about 
two percentage points above the 
previous trades. 

To some extent, this was ex¬ 
plained by mutual funds pur¬ 
chases, but it seemed to be more 
than that 

The provident funds were re¬ 
ported to be quiet and the most 
active elements ou the market 
were the speculators and the 
money managers. 

This leaves open the question 
of why the market went up. The 
expectation was that keeping the 
capital gains tax unchanged in the 
books would depress the market 

Instead, it pushed it up. One of 
foe most common statements was 
that foe stock market had gone 
crazy and become illogical. Since 
by definition markets express in¬ 
vestors’ desires, there must be a 
logical explanation for what 
happened. 

Some observers attributed this 


176:46 

+2.92% 


152.31 

-0.03%. 


Maof index Karam index 


to a desire to push the market up 
before the end of the year so as to 
raise as much as possible the price 
which will constitute foe basis for 
calculating the tax next year. 

This is somewhat unlikely, par¬ 
ticularly since it would take con¬ 
siderable sums of money to do so, 
and a level of collusion between 
the different money managers 
which would raise foe specter of a 
major investigation by the Securi¬ 
ties Authority for market 
manipulation. 

What seems more likely is that 
the uproar about the tax had 
nothing to do with the market. 
Investors got upset about it, but 
many of them are outside the 
market, and many of those who 
still are got used to foe idea or are 
simply taking it into account in 
their calculations. 

To some extent, investors must 
have been relieved that the un¬ 
certainty surrounding the stock 
market was finally lifted In fact, 
there was considerable criticism 
about Rabin’s procrastination 
about saying what he felt on foe 
subject. This was seen as an ex¬ 
ample of his lack of understand¬ 
ing of financial issues. 

There were seven rises for each 
decline on the Two-Sided. 
Among the rises, the 1DB group 
was quite prominent. Efron was 
up 5%, Elbit, Mebadrin 5.5%, 
and IDB Development 3.5%. 
Koor was up 3.75%, Gal Indus¬ 
tries 3.5%, and Teva 2.75%. 

Among the rises which were 
noticed were the banks - Leumi 
was up 3% and Hapoalim rose 
4.5%. Maritime Bank was up 
5%, while La Nationale in¬ 
creased 7.25%. 

The next few days should show 
whether there are new investors 
entering the market or whether 
yesterday’s rises are simply a 
fluke. 


Due to technical difficulties we are unable to provide Tel Aviv stock data today. We apologize for the Inconvenience. 



FTSE Index closes 
23.7 points higher 

WORLD MARKET ROUNDUP 


LONDON (Reuter) - Shares 
dosed higher for the third session 
running, boosted again by strong 
FTSE futures in thin trading. 
The FTSE 100 finished 23.7 high¬ 
er at 3,058.1. 

FRANKFURT - German 
shares ended lackluster floor 
trade firmer, buoyed by limited 
.short-covering, higher DAX fu¬ 
tures prices. November M3 and 
Bavarian December CPI were 
called favorable but bad only mi¬ 
nor impact on foe market. The 
DAX ended up 3.99 points at 
2,079.93. 

In post-bourse trade the index 
rose 1337 to 2,080.16. 

ZURICH - Swiss shares ended 
higher on low volumes. Dealers 
said technical factors and window 
dressing ahead of year’s end 
pushed prices higher. UBS bear¬ 
ers, FR18 higher at 1,078, led 
the actives list. 

The share came off foe year 
low with foe help of buying from 
UBS itself. The broad SPI closed 
up 5.65 to 1,71138. 


TOKYO - Tokyo stocks offset 
earlier losses and closed higher 
due to arbitrage-linked* buying in 
the afternoon. A surge by March 
Nikkei 225 futures above solid 
resistance at 19,470 triggered ac¬ 
tive arbitrage-1 inked buying in 
the cash market 

The 225-share Nikkei average 
dosed up 136.13 points, or 0.71 
percent at 19,406.98. 

HONG KONG - Shares closed 
higher after bouncing back from 
an early 99-point loss on foe main 
index but trading was relatively 
thin ahead of foe US interest rate 
meeting tonight. 

The Hang Seng index rose 
88.99 points to finish at 836733. 

JOHANNESBURG - South 
African stocks ended broadly 
firmer yesterday as a strong gold 
price and recent improved world 
market performances supported 
in relatively steady trade. 

The overall. index was 50.4 
points higher at 5,7473, the in¬ 
dustrial index 25.9 up at 6,883.4 
and the gold index 37.1 up at 
1,900.8. 


Blue-chip stocks close lower 
on follow-through selling 

WALL STREET REPORT 


NEW YORK (Reuter) - Blue- 
chip stocks dosed lower yester¬ 
day as traders continued the prof¬ 
it-taking that set in after last 
week’s dramatic 116-points rise. 

Investors were unmoved by the 
lack of any announcement on in¬ 
terest rates by. foe Federal Open 
Market Committee. 


The Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age ended 2335 points lower at 
3,767.15, based on early and un¬ 
official data. 

lii the broader market,. declin¬ 
ing issues led advances by a small 
margin on active trading of mote 
than 323 million shares on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 
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National 
soccer team 
just misses 
Top 40 

ORl LEWIS and agencies 

ISRAEL'S national soccer team 
has jumped from 57ih to 42nd in 
FIFA’s year-end rankings for 
1994, issued in Zurich yesterday. 

Israel’s improved form of late 
has seen the side jump into the 
top-50, sandwiched between 
Wales, which dropped from 29th 
to 41st place, and Slovakia, which 
remain in 43rd position. 

World champion Brazil was 
top of the group and Croatia the 
most improved team, 122nd to 
62nd after a string of successes, 
including last month's European 
championship qualifying win over 
Italy. 

In local soccer action yester¬ 
day, Maccabi Tel Aviv and Mac- 
cab i Haifa both notched up away 
wins in outstanding Toto Cup 
matches. 

The Tel Avivans came away 
with a 2-1 win from Maccabi Ne- 
tanya, while Haifa beat Hapoel 
Tel Aviv 3-0 at Bloomfield. 

FIFA year-end rankings 

(1993 positions in parentheses) 

1. (3) Brazil_ 87.18 

2. 5 Spain_ 6180 

3. 8 Sweden_......-61.41 

4. 2 nay _ 6135 

5. 1) Germany--- 61-25 

6. 7] Netherlands_5981 

7 12) Switzerland _ 5830 

0. 4) Norway_ 58.11 

9. 10) Ireland _ 57.63 

10. B) Argentina_56.67 

12. lift Nigeria _ 5439 

13. 14) Russia_54.35 

14. 6) Denmark_5436 

15. 16) Maxica _ 53.68 

16 . 31 Bulgaria_ 5333 

17. Z1 Colombia_ 52.74 

18. It England__ 52.48 

19. 15 France_ 5230 

20. (20) Portugal_ 5087 

21. 07) ZwiSa_49.18 

22. pffl Egypt_4835 

23. 52 tinned States_ 4734 

24. (25) Belgium - 47.15 

25. 03) Ivory Coast_47.06 

26. (37) Ghana_46.96 

27. (3a Saudi Arabia___ 44.78 

29. feffl Poland_43.86 

30. fe2) Tunisia__ 43.61 

31. 03) Cameroon ......_ 4356 

32 (24) Scotland_43.04 

33 Sol Morocco. 42.98 

34. ■) Czech Repubfic_41.49 

35. (41) South Korea_40.60 

36. (43) Japan_ 40.41 

37. (17) Uruguay __...._ 39.18 

38. 43 Finland_ 3367 

39. 47) Iceland__ 3838 

40. (53) China__ 37.76 

41. (29) Wales_37.73 

42. (57) la rad_37.40 

43 (-) Slovakia_37.14 

44. (58) BoOvta _37.03 

45. (39) Northern Iroteid_ 3379 

46. (51) Unled Arab Emirates_ 3884 

47. (55) CNIa__......_3839 

43 (52) T«fcey_ 3580 

49. -fcft Austria_ 3356 

50. (56) Senegal_;_ 3327 

Le Tissier scores 
late winner 

SOUTHAMPTON (AP) - En¬ 
gland striker Matthew Le Tissier 
fired home a free-kick in the sec¬ 
ond minute of injury time as 
Southampton gained a 2-1 victory 
over Aston-Villa Monday and left 
Brian Little's team in deep relega¬ 
tion trouble. 

Villa had fought back well in 
the second half after Saints' cen¬ 
ter back Richard Hall bad headed 
home a cross by Le Ussier in the 
ninth minnte. 

Goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar 
made a stunning diving save to 
keep out a shot from John Fa- 
shann in the 49th minnte, bnt be 
was beaten 10 minutes from the 
end. 

Villa defender Shaun Teale 
committed a foul seven yards out¬ 
side his penalty area and Le Tis¬ 
sier hit the game winner. 


Smith injured in Cowboys’ win Lendl retires 




NEW OR¬ 
LEANS 
(AP) - In a 
game that 
meant little,' 
the Dallas 
Cowboys 
were hurt a 
lot an Mon¬ 
day night when they lost Emmiu 
Smith. 

Smith, the league's leading 
scorer and the key to the Super 
Bow] champions' running game, 
went down in the third quarter of 
a 24-16 victory over the New Or¬ 
leans Saints with a pulled left 
hamstring. He was helped to the 
sideline, unable to put weight on 
the leg, then was taken off on a 
cart. 

The injury overshadowed a 
workmanlike win for Dallas (12- 
3), which already has clinched the 
NFC East title and the second 
spot in the conference playoffs 
behind San Francisco. 

The loss erased what little 
chance the Saints (6-9) had of 
making the playoffs as a wild 
card. They were victimized by 
two tipped passes that Dallas re¬ 
turned for touchdowns, digging 
too deep a bole. 

New Orleans had a chance to 
tie, however, when Dallas' run¬ 
ning game disappeared without 
Smith. Derek Brown scored on a 
4-yard run with 5:37 remaining 
and the Saints got the ball back 
moments later. But linebacker 
Darrin Smith got his second in¬ 
terception of the game. 

After a sloppy first half, the 
Cowboys got serious with a mas¬ 
terful S’/z-minute drive to open 
the third quarter. Smith scored 
from the 1, completing a 74-yard, 
16-play march with his 22nd TD 
of the season, third most in NFL 
history. 
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Team owner Jerry Jones said it 
was unlikely Smith will be avail¬ 
able for Saturday's game againai 
the New York Giants. 

Smith, however, said he be¬ 
lieved he could play, if needed. 

“I’m going to try to get it ready 
to play Saturday,” Smith said. “It 
feels a lot like when I pulled it 
against the Redskins. I was able 
to come back within a couple of 
days.” 

The Cowboys, looking for an 
unprecedented third straight Su¬ 
per Bowl win, have a bye for the 
first weekend of the playoffs. 
Smith would have nearly three 
weeks to recover if he skips the 
game at New York. 
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NEW YORK (AP) - Ivan Lendl, 
who once ruled men's tennis with 
an iron will and booming fore¬ 
hand, retired from the sport yes¬ 
terday because of a back ailment. 

“I enjoyed playing the game, 
bad a lot of great times, and I will 
miss it,” Lendl said. 

The right-hander, who held the 
world's No. 1 ranking for a record 
270 weeks, fell out of the top 10 
last year for the first time since 
1979. He is tiie tour's aD-time 
career prize money leader, hav¬ 
ing earned more than $20 million, 
and was ranked No. 1 in the 
world at the end of eight different 
years. 

“It is never easy,” he said when 
asked about the difficulty of re tir¬ 
ing from a sport he once dominat¬ 
ed. “It is not something yon deal 
with every day.” 

Bnt the 34-year-old native of 
Ostrava, Czechoslovakia, now 
ranked 54th by the ATP Tour, 
said he made bis decision after his 
doctor told him his back would 
not get any better. Lendl is a 
naturalized US citizen. 


“After the US Open, I’ve hail 
more and more problems,” IhJ 
said. “I’ve even tried to play a 4 
couple of senior events and found 
I couldn’t do that” ■' 

Lendl won the US Open iq 
1985-87 and was runner-up in 
1982-84, 1988 and 1989, reaching 
the title match a record-tying 
eight consecutive years. During 
that period, anyone caught in the 
buzzsaw of Lendl's forehand was 
left fo shreds. 

The last couple of years have 
been different. He made it to the 
fourth round of the Australian 
Open, where he ran into eventual 
winner Pete Sampras. At the 
French Open, where he had won 
three dries, he 'was a first-round 
loser to Frenchman Arnaud 
Boetscb. He skipped Wimble¬ 
don, then was forced to retire 
daring bis second-round match a( 
the US Open in September. 7 

And, after being the only man 
to win at least one tournament 
crown every, year from 1980 
through 1993, this year saw him 
go title-less on the ATP Tour. 
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HAMSTRUNG - Cowboys’ Emmitt Smith (22) is helped off the 
field after injuring his hamstring during 3rd-quarter action.(AP) 
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Mass meeting for ; 
NHL players today 

NEW YORK (AP) - The National Hockey League Players Associa¬ 
tion will bold a mass membership meeting in Toronto today, virtually 
assuring there will be no labor negotiations at least until tomorrow. ' 

Hundreds of players are expected to attend. They were to start 
arriving in Toronto yesterday for their meeting with Bob Goode now,' 
executive director of the NHLPA. 

“It’s an update on the negotiating sessions,” union spokesman Steve. 
McAllister said. 

The last time the players held such a meeting in November, about 
200 showed up. Hundreds of players are expected to attend this time,- 
as welL 

If a settlement is readied soon, January, February and March will' 
still be available to play 50-52 games, about a game every 2.2 days,- 
which is the general average over an 84-game schedule. 


Maccabi TA on top 
at halfway mark 


JOEL GORDIN 


THE second half - the 14th round 
- of the National Basketball 
League gets underway tonight 
with a full slate of seven games. 
The highlights of the first half 
have been: 

• Maccabi Tel Aviv’s recap¬ 
ture of the league's summit after 
trailing Maccabi Rishon Lezion 
for 10 rounds 

# Hapoel Tel Aviv's 4-point 
penalty for financial 
irregularities. 

The Ussishkin dwellers boast 
an 8-4 record (their yet-to-be-re- 
scheduled game with Hapoel 
Gvat was snowed out), tied in 
wins with Hapoel Galil Elyon and 
Hapoel Jerusalem, and trailing 
Maccabi Tel Aviv, Rishon and 
Hapoel Eilat. As a result of its 
point docking however, Hapoel 
Tel Aviv is third from the bot¬ 
tom. in front of only Hapoel Gi- 
vatayim (2-11) and wretched Be- 
tar Rama t Gan (0-13), the two 
most likely candidates for 
relegation. 

9 The failure of Hapoel Holon 
(7-6) and Hapoel Galil Elyon (8- 
5) to come up to expectations. 
Both had been fancied as chal¬ 
lengers for the top spot. Galil 
shares fourth place with Hapoel 
Jerusalem, while Holon is sixth 
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Cavs’ defense holds Bulls to 19-year low 


(with Bnei Herzliya). 

The main interest in the second 
half will be centered around the 
contest to-join Maccabi Tel-Aviv 
in the Final Four. Despite a 
three-game losing streak; • Rishon 
is still the strongest candidate. 
Holon, spurred on by the ap¬ 
pointment of Ralph Klein as head 
coach, seems about to make a 
strong comeback. The other 
place is wide open and will be 
contested by Eilat, Hapoel Jeru¬ 
salem, Galil, Herzliya - and Ha¬ 
poel Tel Aviv if the club succeeds 
in raising enough funds to “buy 
back" the missing four points. 

Tonight's games: Hapod Gvat r Hapoel 
Holon, Hapoel Gain Elyon v Hapoel Haifa, 
Maccabi Tel AvJt v Maccabi Ramat Gan, 
Hapoel Jerusalem v Maccabi Jerusalem, 
Givataybu v Hapoel Tel Aviv. Hapoel Eilat 
v Maccabi Rishon Lezion and Bnei Herzliya 
v Briar Ramat Gan. 

NBL at the Halfway Mark 


CHICAGO (AP) - The Cleve¬ 
land Cavaliers, the NBA’s top 
defensive team, held the Chicago 
Bulls to a franchise record for 
fewest points in a 77-63 victory on 
Monday night. 

John Will iams and Tyrone Hill 
dominated the boards as the Cav¬ 
aliers won their sixth straight 
game. 

Chicago's previous .low was 65 
points at Phoenix in March 1975. 
The Bulls’ lowest-scoring home 
game had been last season’s 95-71 
loss to Miami. 

The offensive failure was a 
complete one for Chicago, which 
shot 37 percent from the field. 


42% from the free-throw line and 
17% from 3-point range. The 
Bulls also committed 20 
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turnovers. 

W illiams had 18 points and 11 
rebounds, and Hill added 16 
points and 17 boards for the 
Cavs, who had been holding op¬ 
ponents to 89.3 points per game. 
It was the 19th time Cleveland 
has held a team under 100 ibis 
season. . • j r -/ _ : 

Scottie Pippen Jed the BjuIIs 
with 14 points. 

Sons 113, Bullets 102 

Wesley Person scored 10 of his 12 
points in the Gist 527 of the fourth 
quarter as host Phoenix won its sev¬ 
enth straight. 

Cferdttd 77, Chicago 83 
Pboenlx 113, Washington 102 
Denver 104, Boston 85 
Only games schednled. 


Mitchell Bntler made three 3r 
pointers in the final quarter for the 
Bullets, who got within six twice in 
the final 354 minutes. 
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England grabs unlikely win before 2nd Test 


• - Hapoel Tel Awv has been penaued lour 
points tor financial irregularities. 


TOOWOOMBA (Reuter) - England re¬ 
corded a dramatic and unlikely victory over 
Queensland yesterday to bolster its resolve 
before the second Test against Australia, 
starting on Saturday. 

The tourists dismissed Queensland during 
the final session for 314 to secure a narrow 
37-run win after the home side had appeared 
poised for victory by reaching 231 withont 
losing a wickeL 

Despite the success, England captain Mike 
Atherton was far from thrilled by his side's 
performance. “We played only so-so as we 
have done for much of the tour,” he said. 

After setting Queensland a daunting tar¬ 
get of 352 in 70 overs, England was punished 
by openers Matthew Hayden and Trevor 


Barsby before taking all 10 wickets for just 
83 runs. 

The English attack looked toothless and 
the bowlers’ waywardness was punished as 
Hayden and Barsby raced to centuries in a 
first wicket partnership worth 231 runs. 

That stand, a record for Queensland 
against England, ensured that the visitors 
went for 95 overs without claiming a wicket 
following the unbeaten partnership of 205 
between Andrew Symouds and Jimmy 
Maher in the first innings. 

But when Hayden, who made 119, and 
Barsby (101) fell in successive ovens after 
tea, England gradually whittled its way 
through the Queensland line-up with spinner 
Philip Tufnell taking five for 71, as the bats¬ 


men kept chasing the target 

“At one stage we looked like losing, which 
would have been a bit demoralizing before 
the Test match,” Atherton said. “But Phil 
Tufnell came bade and got five wickets and it 
was the right finish after four days of good 
cricket It should give us some much needed 
confidence.'.’ 

England, reeling from morale-sapping de¬ 
feats at the hands of the Australian Cricket 
Academy and Zimbabwe, is seeking to level 
the Test series in Melbourne. 

The touring side, which began the day at 
188 for three, suffered a middle-order col¬ 
lapse, losing five wickets for 21, before it 
declared at 236 for eight John Grawley top- 
scored with 63. 


Quality Classifieds 


RATES 


PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWS - All rates 
Include VAT:. 

Single Weekday - NlS 87.75 for 10 words 
(minimum), each additional word NlS B.77 
FRIDAY and HOUDAY EVE - NlS 12B.70 
tor 10 words (minimum); each additional 
word NlS 12.87. 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 
(Package) - NlS 198.90, each additional 
word NlS 19.89 

WEEK RATE (6 insertions - NlS 257.40, 
each additional word NlS 25.74. 

FOUR FRIDAYS NlS 339.30 tar to words 
(minimum) each additional word - NlS 
33.93. 

MONTHLY (24 insertions) NlS 526.50 10 
words (minimum) each additional word - 
NlS 52.65 


DEADLINES offices. 

Jerusalem- weekdays - 12 noon the day 
before publication; for Friday and Sunday 
- 6 p.m. on Thursday. 

Tel Avfv and Haifa- weekdays -12 noon, 
2 days before pubfeabonfor Friday and 
Sunday - 4 p.m. Thursday in Tel Aviv and 
12 noon Thursday in Haita. 


GENERAL 


DWELLINGS 

WHERE TO STAY 

JERUSALEM INN GUESTHOUSE. Fam¬ 
ily-rooms with private bathroom, reason¬ 
able rales, city center, w 02-252757. fax: 
02-251297 

__ 

INN PLACES LTD. affordable home bed & 
breakfast, self-catering apts-, country¬ 
wide, choice locations. Tel/Fax 09- 
578204, P.O.B. 577, Herzfiya. 


BED & BREAKFAST in Jerusalem, short 
term rentals. Jerusalem Lodges Lid. P.O. 
Box 4233 91044 Jerusalem* 02-611745 
FAX: 02-618541. 

-0I7S3S 


EILAT- Cottage vacation flat - NIS60 per 
person. Minimum two. 07-332911. cisai 


SITS. VAC. 

SALES PERSONNEL 


SALESPESONNEL needed, experienced 
only, tor serious company, respectable im- 
come possible, salary and percentage, * 
177-022-1181 Anar. mam 


VEHICLES 

PASSPORT 

PASSPORT TO PASSPORT. B.M.W. '92, 
48,000 km, sunroof, excellent condtion. 
Tel. 09-561664. mmu 


DWELLINGS 

RENTALS 

TOURISTS, pleasant apartment in central 
Jerusalem, short-term.« 03-9662070,03- 
9660512. 

-017863 

REHA VIA (close to Great Synagogue). 3 
1/2, furnished, long-term possible. Home 
Tel. 02-665847, work w 02-552562. 

-OIBtrr 

CENTER, SMALL VILLA. + garden. 
S5.500, prestigious office/ consulate. Tel 
02-617066. 02-633733 oixoa 


_ SALES _ 

GERMAN COLONY. UNIQUE PROJECT 
near center,selection of prestigious apart¬ 
ments. various sizes . Details: Case Di 
Vera&- Tel 02-612424 


RAMAT DENYA and RAMAT SHARETT, 
3. 3.5, 4, 5 + garden, in installments tor a 
year, view, elevator, storeroom, private 
heating, stone building, parents' quarters. 
Zimuki (Maldan) v 02-638221. 

-----013181 

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL APARTMENT IN 
REHA VIA. 4 + Shabbat elevator + cov¬ 
ered parking Ambassador e 02-61 fli01. 


SITS. VAC, 

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

AU PAIR, RESPONSIBLE, non-smoking, 
tor hausekeeping/child care. Live-in or out 
wonderful home, ■s 02-870981. 

- BTJUI 

SEEKING iive-in au pair with housekeep¬ 
ing, shori/long-term. -e 02-793322, Benny 
□r Merav. 


AU PAIR FOR baby and child. Excellent 
pay. Jewish or w/legal work permit Over 
40. Basic Hebrew, 02-753866. ouzb 

_ GENERAL _ 

REAL ESTATE COMPANY is seeking am¬ 
bitious salespersons, Engiish/Hebrew. in¬ 
struct! on. Vehicle a must * 02-249261-3. 


PURCHASE/SALE 

_ WANTED _ 

WANTED; STEREO SET. good condition; 
also, office computer, w 02-422257. NS. 

«n»ws 


TEL AVIV 


DWELLINGS 

RENTALS _ 

NORTH, BEAUTIFUL, 4-5 room apart¬ 
ments, long-term. YAEL REALTORS 
(MALDAN). TEL 03-6426253. 
- oinki 

2 COMPLETELY FURNISHED rooms in 
exclusive & luxurious building on King Da¬ 
vid St » 03-6956990 (eves). 

-—--or 8200 

BAVL1. 4 rooms, new, all facilities, tr 03- 
398727. 03-6728683. oiks 


_ SALES _ 

NEAR THE HILTON, new, 3 rooms ♦ 
porch + view to sea, $350,000. 03- 
5279022. Dims 


WHERE TO STAY 

TAL B&B IN TEL AVIV, bed and breakfast 
short leim rental in Tel Aviv area. Tei 03- 
322897. 03-5715172, Tel/Fax: 03-316575 

01BB72 


_ SERVICES 

_ LESSONS _ 

HEBREW CENTER. Intensive, private les¬ 
sons. All languages. Tutoring pug gs. P sy- 
chometnc preparations. Tel. 03-5227956: 
02-388383. oihm 


SITS. VAC. 

KIBBUTZ ORTAL is absorbing ofirn- bach¬ 
elors and couples (age 30) without children 
Requirements: Academic education, good 
social adjustment Tef 06-960711 019291 


OFFICE STAFF 

TECHNICAL WRITER and editor for profe- 
stanaJ materiel In agriculture, water and 
irrigation, with academic education In 
those Raids, mother-longue EngNsh a 
must To arrange an interview, please cal) 
v 03-6953192. 010201 

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

ARE YOU AN EwopeanSouth AfricaVFar 
East Girt?? We have Au Pak/Nanriy/Hous- 
keep ing positions t h roughout the country, 
long-term, live-in/aut Very attractive 
wages. Veronica working hours Sun, Tue, 
Wed 9-2pm * 03-6190423. Afl other hours 
tr 03-5771944. 

- 000297 

IMMEDIATE jobs avaiabte, the au pair 
agency with a difference tor more then 10 
years now. Call Hilma » 03-9659937. 

-01*67 

SOUTH AFRICAN warm and gentle Au 
Pair needed tor generous English family, 
central Tel Aviv, Live-in. $750, w OS- 
291748 (Jackie) 

- 017078 

STAR AU PAIR INTERNATIONAL offers 
jobs tor foreigners immediaBly. Tei Aviv. 
England, New York. Minimum $950 
monthly. ® 03-201195. 

-—--— Di«en 

EFFICIENT LADY. 46, stogie, seeks TA 
lodging in exchan ge for part-time house¬ 
keeping. tr 03-5249778 

The 'BIG AGENCY" this month is inviting 
35-45 lucky Filipinos to work as caregivers. 
If you are Interested to inviting a relatnre for 

us! t w^«4441779^^^4446^ § 7 ! 
712827. 


REQUIRED live-out au pair. 40 hours 
weekly in Tel Aviv, nice family. 1.800 shek¬ 
els. » 03-6910923 

'■■■ ■ ■ . . - ■ " — 019218 

NORTH TEL AVIV, for housekeeping and 
childcare, live-in, references. Tel. 03- 
6481811. 


LIVE-IN au pair, lovely family, good ct 
flans, good dflkfam branedtate. tr 
261917. 1 

SALES PERSONNEL 


SOFTWARE COMPANY SEBCS EXPE¬ 
RIENCED SALESPERSON for Interna¬ 
tional marketing. English mother-tongue 
level. Send C.V”in own handwriting to: Iris 
Software, 6 Hamavo St., Givalayim, 
53303. 019054 

. GENERAL 

COMPUTBT GRAPHIC ARTIST, experi¬ 
enced, + secretarial duties, English moth¬ 
er tongue, for large Tel Aviv hi-tech firm. 
A.V.T. ,03-371465. 

MULTIMEDIA COMPANY seeks secre- 
lary, full-time, Hebrew & Engflsh typing. * 
03-5758068^7. 

SEEKING TATOO ARTIST for studio to 
Dizengofl. 9 03-5228050, evenings: 03- 
6963453. row 

PURCHASE/SALE 


FOR SALE 


HELP WANTED, live-in. for houakeeping. 
teL 03-5491607. 


num. Barton prices- must sefl nowll TeL 
03-315722 (H), 03-6362963 (W). 

-- —■ ■ ■ ' - . 018217 

2 FUR COATS, new, half price, mink. Ot- 
sotait « 03-315722 (H), Tel. 03-6382953 
(W) 

-— ---mans 

SONY HANDYCAM Camcorder. CCD- 
SCS, new, for NTSC (American) system. 
TeL 03-5070490 mam 


SITS. VAC- 

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

HIGH WAGES1 Good condtions for pleas¬ 
ant au-pair + lodgings for one year. 03- 
5223969. 09-968464. 

--imnii 


LOOKING FOR A PLEASANT FI LIPINA, 
Dve-ouL for 51/2 days a week, 8 hours. 9 
09-562334. oitw 


DWELLINGS 

RENTALS 

HERZLIYA PJTUAH. beautiful detached 
house, sea view, knmedate occupancy; 
Inter-Israel. « 03-5616161. 

-———-main 

HERZLIYA PITUAH, LUXURIOUS VILLA, 
long-term. Also for diplomats. « 09* 
540994/ 09-552692. omu 

SALES _- 

HERZLIYA PITUAH, 4 rooms, feting the 
sea, $700,000. Item Real Estate, v 0& 
589611. 

" 1 1 " DIMM 

CAESARIA1 Very elegant house 1 fair core 
efiianing/heating, central unit for vacuuri 


deni! $750,000 Tel 06-363261,09-552692 

APARTMENT IN DANIEL HOTEL, tar5 
or rent Item Realty, 09-589611. 

~ - —010073 

CAESARIA, LUXURIOUS VILLA, new; 
pad. afe. Centra l heati ng + vacuum dear* 
%sea view. £750,000. 08-363261/09- 
552692. mans 

SITS. VAC. 

HOUSEHOLD HELP ; 

RAMAT HASHARON, LIVE-IN AU PAIR + 
housekeeping. Experience. * 03- 
5405691. amsir 

- 

_ GENERAL 

VERY EXPERIENCED walters/waK 
tresses, barmen/bomaids, cashiers, host? 


am. end 

apply.* 1 


, only serious need 
Donna anon 




ty\ue 


F 



































* 

«* 'w 




I 






^iemsalsm P 0S T Wedne^^^T 


1994 




WHAT’S ON 


' Forecast: Partty cloudy to doudy. No. 

■ ran h ^T5 eratures rises expected In the 

, next tew days. 

AROUND THE WORLD 
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WHERE TO GO 


JERUSALEM 

Conducted Tours 

HEBREW UNIVERSITY. Tours of the 
Mount Scopus campus, in English, daily 
Sun.-Thur., 11 a.m. from Bronfman Re¬ 
ception Centre, Sherman Administra¬ 
tion Bldg. Buses 4a. 9, 23, 26, 28. For 
info, call 882819. 

AMIT Women. For a free conducted 
tour of our installations, call Jerusalem 
619222; Tel Aviv 5233154. Hours: 8:00 
a.m.-1:30 p.m., Sun.-Thur. 

TEL AVIV 

Museums 

T1EL AVIV MUSEUM OF ART. Keith 
HaringO 16th-19th Cent European Ar- 
tOImpressionism, Poat-1 m press ion- 
ism^Tha School of ParisOThe Moshe 
and Sara Mayer Co!LC-SculptureO20tfi 
cant Modem Masters - Mizne-Blu men¬ 
tal ColLOEdvard Munch, selected print- 
sOIsraeli Art - A Historic Presentation- 
^>From New Horizons Onward. 
HELENA RUBINSTEIN PAVILION 
FOR CONTEMPORARY ART. Asim 
Abu-ShabaOThe Motif of Cactus in Is¬ 
raeli Art 1910-1990. Hours: Weekdays 
10:00 a.m.-6 p.m. Tue., 10 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Ft*.; Sat; 10:00 a.m.-2:00 pjn. Art Edu- 
csthm CantM, Tel. 0919155. 

OUT. Tot visit jour technological High 
Schools; call Jerusalem 513141; Tat 
Aviv 5203222, 5203293; Netanya 
823744. 

VHZO.To visit our projects call Tel Aviv 
6923819; Jerusalem 256060; Haifa 
388817. 

HAIFA 

WHAT'S ON IN HAIFA, dial 04- 

374253- 


GENERAL 

ASSISTANCE 


EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Jerusalem: Hadassah Hospital, ML 
Scopus, 844111; Balsam, Salah e-Dtn, 
272315; Shuafat. Shuafat Road. 810108; 
Dar Aldawa, Herod's Gate, 282058. 

Tel Aviv: Bavii, 1 Uziel (enr Totedano). 
604-0552; Afarsemon, 110 Yehuda Ha¬ 
levi. 561-3010. Till 3 a.m. Thursday: 
Ben-Yehuda, 142 Ben-Yehuda, 52235%. 
Till midnight: Superpharm Ramat Aviv. 
40 Einstein, 6413730. 

Ra'anena-Kfer Sava: Hasharon. 55 
□erech Ramatayim, Hod Hasharon, 
981081. 

Netanya: Hamagen, 13 Weizmann, 
822985. 

Krayot area: Niv HakrayoL 73 Berv 
Gurion, Kiryat Motzkin, 733477. 

Haifa: Kupat Holim Meccabi, 6 Yaiag, 
351262. 

Herdiya: Clal Pharm, Beit Merkadm, 6 
Maskit (cnr. Sderot Hagallml, Herzliya 
pituah. 558472, 558407. Open 9 am. to 
midnight „ „ 

Upper Nazareth: Cfa( Pharm, Lev Ha ir 
Mail, 570468 Open 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

duty hospitals 

Jerusalem: Shaare Zedefc (internal, pe¬ 
diatrics. ENT); Hadassah Ein Karam 
(surgery, ophthalmology); Hadassah 
Mt Scopus (orthopedics, obstetrics); in 
case of heart attack, attempted resusci¬ 
tation. snake bite or scorpion .sting, go 
immediately to nearest(hospital. 

Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv Medical Center (pe¬ 
diatrics, internal, surgery). 

Netanya: Laniado. 


POLICE 

FIRE 

FIRST AID 


100 

102 

101 


Javid Adam 

srtdesdial 101 (Hebrew) or 911 
in most parts of the country. In 

51333 KarmlaT 98 8555 
£1332 Kfar Sava* 902222 
5511111 JOron 9311111 

* 274767 K. Shmona* 944334 
ash S23133 NahariyB* 912333 
1* 579 3333 Netanya* 623333 

33 PoUh Tikva* S311111 

1423333 Rehovat* 451333 
233 . Rlshon* 96423 33 

wti Safad 920333 
IT111 Tel Avfv* 5460111 

• 523133 Tiberias’ 790111 
tensive Care Unit (MICU) service in 
round the doct 

ielp for tourists (In English) 
110 

motional Brat Aid. Jemsa- 
13 Tel Aviv 5461111 (children/ 
I1113), Haifa 672222, Beershe- 
§_ Netanya 625110, Kanroel 
Kfar Sava 974555, Hadera 

iinta for battered women 

, 03-5461133 (also in Rus- 
376310. 08-550506 (also in 

kb Center (24 hours). Tel 
819, 5449191 (men). Je™se- 
&. Haifa 660111. Eilat 31977- 
mal Poison Control Center 
im Hospital 04-529205, for 
Y calls 24 houre a day, for 
m in case of poisoning. 


CRITIC'S CHOICE 


THEATER 


Helen Ka ye 

" er ' s foS Glass opens at ZOA 

xt in ** Brooklyn of 
1938, examines the price of indifference and 
dema) for a family, and by inference for us all 
Obsessed by the growing horrors in Nazi Germa¬ 
ny, Sylvia (Sandra Sade) becomes paralyzed and 

Sf ^ °f i he ^ B “t her paralysis is also 
linked to her husband, Phillip (Rami Baruch) 
and his own neuroses and denials. The director is 
David Thacker who filled the same role in the 
Umdon premiere. The Cameri production prom- 
ises to be equally as good. Tonight at 8:30. 

ENGLISH THEATER 


Helen Kaye 


STORYTELLING anyone? The UK's Besht 
Tellers put on Telling Tales , an evening of Jewish 
stories old and new from actors Robbie Gringras 
and Danny Schemmann. They don’t just tell the 
stones but bring them to exuberant life in a 
performance that has had audiences stomping 
their feet from London to Hong Kong. Tonight 
at the Eretz Yisrael Museum in Ramat Aviv at 
8:30. 


CLASSICAL MUSIC 


CLASSICAL Winter in Jerusalem open tonight 
(8:30) at the Jerusalem International Convention 
Center with Lorin Maazel leading the Interna¬ 
tional Symphony Orchestra, comprising young 
musicians from all over the world, in Mahler’s 
fifth symphony. The program is repeated tomor¬ 
row at the Mann Auditorium in Tel Aviv (8:30 
p.m.). 

Guitarist Eliot Fisk joins members of the Isra¬ 
el Chamber Orchestra in a special chamber mu¬ 
sic evening performing works by Bach, Turina, 
Paganini and Boccherini’s delightful guitar quin¬ 
tet tonight (8:30) at the Tel Aviv Museum. 

Yahii Wagmann, one of Israel's most captivat¬ 
ing and intriguing pianists opens his series of 
recital-lectures at the Israel Music Conservatory 
(Shtriker St.) in Tel Aviv, Saturday (8:30 p.m.). 
This year the series focuses on humor in music. 
The first program looks at Bach's Goldberg Vari¬ 
ations and Beethoven’s Diabelli Variations. 

Michael Ajzenstadt 

GEORGIAN violinist Marina Yashvili will play 



David Thacker directs Cameri’s production 
of Arthur Miller’s ‘Broken Glass.’ 

the Bruch violin concerto no. 1 with the Kibbutz 
Chamber Orchestra conducted by Doron Solo¬ 
mon. 

Winner of the hugely prestigious Kubelik, 
Queen Elizabeth and Wienawski competitions 
while still a student at the Moscow conservatory, 
Yashvili has since played with all of Europe’s 
major orchestras. Also on the program is the 
Symphony No. 14 by Shostakovich for orchestra 
and voice. The singers are Polish bass Leonard 
Mroz and soprano Lily Tuneh. Tonight at the 
Nahariya Auditorium at 8:30, and on Saturday at 
Tzavta Tel Aviv at 11:11 a.m. Helen Kaye 

TELEVISION 

Penny Starr 

FASHION buffs fret not. Although there’s no 
Fashion TV or Videofashion News on the satel¬ 
lite channels today, you can still get your dose of 
leggy models on catwalks in Models, Inc., the 
superhyped series on Channel 3 tonight at 10:10 
p.m. For the rest of us who still have half a brain 
left, there is a locally made documentary called 
How Do You Say Jazz in Hebrew? which profiles 
some local jazz musicians in an attempt to discov¬ 
er what it is about jazz that attracts such loyal 
fans. The show is on Channel 1 at 10:10 p.m. 


CINEMA 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE President and Believ¬ 
er - Zakrnan Sharer 7 * Curfew 930 * 
Hobson’s Choice 930 G.G. GIL Jerusa¬ 
lem Mall (Malhs) ® 788448 interview 
With the Vampera-The Specialist 430. 
7:15, 9:45 * The Real McCoy 430; 7. 
930 * Tlmecop 430.7. 930 * Forrest 
Gump 430, 7;9:45 * Natural Bom ton¬ 
ers 430. 7, 930 * Clear and Present 
Danger weekdays 4:15,7. 9:45 JERUSA¬ 
LEM THEATER Lifetimes 7, 930 * Ger- 
nrinal 6. 9 ORION True Lies 4:45. 6:45, 
9:15 * The CHenteStrawberry and 
Chocolate 5. 7:15. 9:15 * PrtacflUreThe 
Shadow 5. 730. 930 RAV CHB-I 1-7 8 
79Z799 Credit Cad Reservations ® 
794477 Rav-Mecher Building. 1 9 Ha’oman 
SL, TaJpiot Chasers* Gflbert Grape*The 
Shan’s SongeMghbnare Before Christ¬ 
mas 5,730,9:45 * Four Weddings and 
a Funeral 5. 730. 945 * Pulp Fiction 4. 
7,9:45 * Renaissance Man 5. 7:15,9:45 
RON 1-29 2347041 Rabbi AkivaSL Bad 
GMselt Could Happen To You 5. 730. 
930 

TEL AVIV 

CINEMATHEQUE High Noon 7 ★ Quean 
Mary 930 * The Essence of Green Re¬ 
pays 5.730.9:45 DEKEL S 5443200 94 
Yehuda Hamaccabi SL It Could Happen 
To You 730. 9345 DfZENGOFF 1-3 a 
200485 Dizengoff Center Gilbert Grape 
11 am. 1.3.5:15,730.9:45 + Reservoir 
Dogs 11 am, 1, 3. 5:15, 730. 9:45 * 
Burnt by the Sun 11 am., 4:15,7 * True 
Romance 2.9:45 DRIVE IN The Client 10 
Sex Ftim 12 midnight GAN HA'IR Pris- 
cflle 5.730,9:45 GAT Renaissance Man 
4:45, 7:15. 9:45 GORDON The Woman 
Who Made Sesame Ofl 6,8 * The Diary 
of Nani Moretti 10 HAKOLNOA ZOA 
HOUSE a 6959341 26 I bn Gabirol Si. 
TsahaJ 2 G.G. HOD 1-4 a 5228090 Hod 
Passage. 101 Dizengoff St. Forrest 
Gump 130. 430, 7:15. 10 * Tfmecop- 

* Priscilla*The Specialist 130. 430, 
730. 10 LEV 1-4 a 5288288 Natural 
Bom Kilters 4:45, 730.9:45 * Lifetimes 
12:15, 230. 5, 7:15, 9:45 * Raining 
Stones 12 noon, 2, 4, 6 * Naked 10 * 
Ladybird 12 noon, 2, 6 MAXIM Speed 
7:15,930 RAV-CHENa 5282288* Dizen¬ 
goff Center Pulp Fiction 1:15, 4:15. 7. 
9*5 * Bad Girls 730, 9:45 * Chasers 
1130 am. 230, 5. 730. 9:45 * The 
Siren’s Song 5.730, 9:45 ★ The Color 
of the Night 1130 am. 230.5.730.9:45 

* RAV-OR 1-5 a5102674° Opera House 
Serial Mom-SImns»NJghtmarB Before 
Christmas 5,730,9*5 ★ The Lion Wng 
(Engfeh dialogue) 730.9:45 * The Lion 
King (Hebrew rfalogue) weekdays 5 * 
Four Weddings and a Funeral 4:45, 
7:15, 9*5 G.G. SHAHAF 1-2 a 5271645 
KIkar Narrrir Forrest Gump 430. 7:15,10 

* The CHant 5, 730. 10 G.G. TAYELET 
1-3 * 5177952 2 Yona Hanavi SL The 
Specialist 5, 730.10 * Clear and Pre¬ 
sent DangereTrue Ues 430. 7:15. 10 
GLG. TEL AVIV tt 5281181 65 Pinsfcer St 
The Real McCoy-Wunrlew WRh the 
Vampire 5, 730, 10 ★ The Shadow 
weekdays 5 ,730,10 TEL AVIV MUSEUM 
a6961297 27 Shaul Hamelekh Boutevartl 
The House of Angsts 5. 730, 10 

CINEMA CAFE AMAMI S 325755 Burnt 
by the Sun 6:45, 9:15 * The Hotaeoj 
Angels 7 , 9:15 ATZMON 1-5 a 673003 
Interview With the Vampire*Forrest 
GumpaThe Special 1st*The Real McCoy 
430, 7. 930 * TUnecop 430, 7. W5 
CINEMA CAFE MORIAH a 242477 PnS- 
cfflaWO, 930 CINEMATHEQUE Berim- 
janisafam 7 * Citizen Kane 930 ORLY 
LhCtfrtws 6*5.9:15 PANORAMA 1-3 * 
302020 The CCenl-Natural Bom KH- 
lerseThe Color of the Night 430.7.930 
RAV-GAT 1-2 s 674311 Pulp Fmton 
530 . 9:15 * Four Weddings and a Fu¬ 


neral 5.7.9:15 RAV-MOR 1-7® 416899/ 
8 Renaissance Man • Gilbert Grape- 
•Bad GlriseChasers 4:45, 7, 9:15 * 
Four Weddings and a Funeral 4:45, 7. 
9:15 * Pulp Fiction 630.9:15 * Angels 
4:45. 7 * The Color of the Night 9:15 
RAV-OR =1-3 a 246553 Renaissance 
Man 430, 7, 9:15 * Wg i m n a ie Before 
Christmas 4:45. 7. 9:15 * Gilbert Grape 
7. 9:15 ★ Angels 4:45 

ARAD 

STAR Four Weddings and a Funeral 
7:15.930 * The Specialist 7:15. 9:45 * 
The Color of the Night 7:15. 930 

ASHDOD 

6.G. GIL The Reel McCoy*Interview 
with the V a mpire*Four Weddings and a 
Funeral 4:46,7:15,9:45 * Forrest Gump 
9:45 * Angels 4:45, 7:15 * Thnecop 
4:45. 7:15. 9:45 

ASHKELON 

G.G. GIL Interview with the Vampfr- 
e*The Real McCoy*Tknecop*The Spe¬ 
cialist 5.7:15.9:45 * Forrest Gump 4,7, 
9:45 RAV CHEN 1-5 8 711223 Bad GMs- 
■Chasers*The Color of the Night 5. 
730. 9:45 * Pulp Fiction 4. 7. 9:45 * 
Four Weddings and a Funeral 9:45 * 
Angels 5. 7:15 
BAT YAM 

RAV CHEN a 5531077 Interview wtth 
the Vampbe*The Reel McCoy*Tlme- 
cop 5. 7:15, 9:45 * Chaser**The Spe¬ 
cialist 5. 730. 9:45 * The Color of the 
ffight 9:45 ★ Bad Girls 5. 7:15. 9:45 * 
Angels 5, 730 

BEERSHEBA 

G G.GIL Interview With the Vampire 
430. 7:15. 9*5 * The Specialist 430. 
7:15. 9:45 ★ Tlmecop 430. 7:15. 9:45 * 
FOrrest Gump 430, 7. 9:45 RAV-NEGEV 
1-4 Pulp Ration 4, 7. 9:45 * It Could 
Happen to You 9:45 * Angsts 5, 730 * 
Four Weddings and a Funeral 5. 730, 
9*5 * The Color of the Night 5 , 730. 
9.45 

DIMONA 
MOFET WoH 8 

HADERA 

LEV 1-4 a 343555 Interview With The 
Vampire*Natural Bom Kilters 5 . 7:15, 
9:45 * Forrest Gump 7. 9:45 ★ Baby’s 
Day Out 5 * Four Weddings and a Fu¬ 
neral 5. 7:15, 930 
HERZUYA 

COLONY CINEMA 1-2 (MANDARIN) a 
8902666 Forrest Gump 730. 10:15 * 
Four Weddings and a Funeral 730, 10 
DANIEL HOTEL 8 544044 THE AUDITO¬ 
RIUM Natural Bom Killers-7:15. 9*5 
STAR® 589068 29 Sokolov St The Real 
McCoy 530,730. 9:45 ★ FOrrest Gump 
7:15.9:45 *• Interview With the Vampire 
730. 10 

HOD HASHARON 

MOFET a 405616 The Specialist 7:15. 

930 

KARM1EL 

CINEMA 1-3 S 887277 The Specialist 7. 
930 * Pulp Fiction 630. 9:15 * True 
Lies 6:45, 930 
KFAR SAVA 

G.G. GIL Interview With the Vampire- 
■Four Weddings and a Funeral 4.45. 
7:15.9:45 * Forrest Gump 4:45,7:15.10 
* The River Wild 4:45.7:15,9:45 * The 
Real McCoy 730. 9:45 ★ The Color of 
the Night 9:45 * Angels 4:45. 7:15 * 
Schindler’s List 4 
KIRYAT BIALIK 

G.G. K1RYON 1-9 ® 779166 Interview 
With The Vampire-Forreat Gump 4:45, 
7, 930 * When A Man Loves a Woman 
4:45. 7. 930 * Timecop*The Real Mc¬ 
Coy 4:45. 7. 930 * Monkey Troub- 
le*The Mask 4:45. 7 ★ Baby's Day O' 1 * 
4-45, 7. 9:30 * The Specialist 4:45. 7. 


930 KIRYAT MALACHI 
HAK1RYA The Specialist 5, 730, 930 
MOFET The Color of the Night 7:15.930 
LOD 

STAR The Specialist 7:15. 930 * Acs 
Ventura 7:15.930 * Naked Gun 930 * 
The. Color of the Mght 7:15 

NAHARIYA 

HECHAL HATAHBUT I Love Trouble 7, 
9:15 

NESS ZONA 

G.G. GIL 1-4 8 404729 Interview With 
The Vampire 4:45.7:15,9:45 * Tlmecop 
5, 7:15. 9:45 ★ The Real McCoy 5. 7:15, 
9:45 ■* Forrest Gump 430. 7, 9:45 

NETANYA 

G.G. GIL 1-5 8 628452 Interview Wtth 
The Vamptre*The Reel McCoy 5, 7:15, 
9:45 * Forrest Gump 430, 7. 9:45 * 
Tlmecop 5. 7:15, 9:45 * The Specialist 
5. 7:15, 9:45 RAV-CHEN 1-4 a 618570 
Pulp Fiction 4,7,9:45 ★ Chasers 5.730. 
9:45 * Four Wedcfings and a Funeral 
9:45 * Angels 5. 7:15 
OR YEHUDA 

G.G. GIL Ttireesome*The Color of the 
Nlght*lt Could Happen to You 5, 7:15, 
9:45 * Aya 7:15,9*5 * Baby’s Day Out 

5 

PETAH TIKVA 

G.G. HECHAL 1-3 a 9300844 Interview 
With the Vampire 5, 7:15, 9:45 * The 
Real McCoy 9:45 * Forrest Gump 430. 
7 G. G. RAM 1-3 Tanecop*Natiiral Bom 
KH!ers*The Color of the tfight 5. 7:15. 
9:45 

RA’ANANA 

PARK Four Weddings and a Funeral 5, 
730. 10 * Interview With The Vampire 
5. 730. 10 ★ Forrest Gump 7:15, 10 * 
Baby's Day Out 5 * Renaissance Man 5, 
730.1 10 * Threesome 5. 730. 9:45 

RAMAT GAN 

RAV-GAN 1-4 a 797121 Four Weddtegs 
and a Funeral*Renaissa n ce Man 5. 
7:15, 9*5 ★ The Siren's Song 5. 730. 
9.45 ★ Forrest Gump 7.9*5 ★ Angels 5 
RAV-OASIS1 -3 a 6730687 The Color of 
the Night 5, 730. 9:45 * Interview Wtth 
The Vampire 5. 7:15, 9:45 * The Real 
McCoy 5. 730, 9:45 

RAMAT HASHARON 

KOKHAV a 5491979 When a Man Loves 

a Woman 7. 930 

REHOVOT 

CHEN 1-4 8 465979 Interview With The 
Vampire*The Siren’s Song*Tlmeeop 
7:15, 9:45 * Priscilla 730. 9:45 

R1SHON LEZION 

HAZAHAV interview With The Vampire 
4:45, 7:15, 9*5 * brio the West*The 
Shadow 430. 7. 9:45 * dear and Pre¬ 
sent Danger weekdays 430, 7:15, 9:45 
RAV CHEN Pulp Fiction 4. 7. 9:45 * 
Four Weddings and a Funeral 5, 730, 
9:45 * The color of the Night 5. 730, 
9:45 * Renaissance Man 5, 7:15, 9*5 

RISHON NEW IND. AREA 

GAL 1-5 8 9619669 The Real 
McCayeTha Specialist 4*5, 7:15. 9:45 

* Angels 4:45, 7:15, 9:45 * Thnecop 
4:45,7:15,9:45* Burnt by the Sun 430, 
7. 9*5 STAR 1-4 a 9619985-7 27 U- 
shinsky St The Color of the Night 9:45 * 
Baby's Day Out 7:15 * The Shan’s 
Song 7:15, 9:45 * tt Could Happen To 
You 7:15 * Priscilla 7:15,9:45 * Priscil¬ 
la 7:15, 9:45 * Bad Girts 7:15 

UPPER NAZARETH 
G.G GIL a 06-561332 The Color of the 
Night*The Specialist*Merview With 
The Vampire*Aya 4:45, 7, 930 * For¬ 
rest Gump 4, 7. 9:45 

* Tone phone reservations 03-5252244 
AH times are pjn. unless otherwise 

indicated. 
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TELEVISION 


■ CHANNEL 1 

6:30 News 6:45 Cartoon 7:00 Good 
Morning Israel 

■ EDUCATIONAL TV 

8:00 Heart Best - documentary series 
on ethnic music around the world 8:30 
Arithmetic 8:50 Pioneer Israeli History 
9:10 English: Candy Can Do It 9:25 
Pretty Butterfly 9:50 Just Say No 9:55 
Education News Flash 10:00- Morning 
Talk with Batya Barak 1(h30 Children's 
current affairs 11:00 Judaism: Keshet 
Vartan 11:20 Literature 11:55 Educa¬ 
tion News Flash 12:00 Life Sciences - 
the human body 12:20 Nature and Ser¬ 
ene© (Arabic) 12:35 English: Radio Fe¬ 
ver 13:00 Sc i e n ce and Technology 
13:30 Keep Fit 13:55 Education News 
Flash 14:00 Cartoons 14:05 Fables 
14:15 An'rmai tales 14:30 Moomins 
15:00 Zombit 

■ CHANNEL 1 

15:30 Three. Four. Five and e Half 
16:00 Zap to One 17:00 A New Eve¬ 
ning 17:35 News in English 18:00 Ru- 
grata 18:15 News in English 

ARABIC PROGRAMS 

18:30 Youth On Air - bi-weekly maga¬ 
zine for youth 19:00 News in Arabic 

HEBREW PROGRAMS 
19:30 The Simpsons 19:50 Hebrew 
language comer 20:00 Mabat 21:00 
Conference Cali - with Nis»m Misha! 
21:40 As Time Goes By 22:10 How Do 
.You Say Jazz in Hebrew? - documenta¬ 
ry about jazz in Israel 23:30 News 
00:00 Love At First Sight 

■ CHANNEL 2 

14:00 Home At Last - Billy is an orphan 
in New York at the turn of the century 
and is a pickpocket. When caught he is 
taken from jail to a foster family in the 
West 15:00 Cartoons 15:05 The Wind 
in the Willows 15:30 Conan - new car¬ 
toon 16:00 The Bold and the Beautiful 
17:00 Rashef at Five 17:30 Action - 
Cinema program 18:00 The Guys Next 
Door 18:30 Paradise Beach 19:00 
Style Magazine 19:30 Who’s the Boss 
20:00 News 20:30 It's a Deal - game 
show 21:00 Itche - comedy with Sell 
Rrvlin 21:30 Live - Dan Shtlon Hosts 
23:00 Film: December's Bride (1991) - 
set in Northern Ireland at the beginning 
of the century. Sara and her mother 
work on a big farm when Sara falls in 
love with the two sons of the farmer. 
00:00 News 00:05 December's Bride 
(continued) 

■ JORDAN TV (unofficial) 

17:00 French programs 18:30 News 
in French 19:00 News in Hebrew 
19:15 Batttestar Gatactica 19:30 Coa¬ 
ch 19-.3S Coach 20:00 Life in the 
Freezer (documentary)20:30Quantum 
Leap 21:10 Law and Order 22:00 
News in English 22:20 Snowy River 
23:30 Coming of Age 

■ MIDDLE EAST TV 

14:00 The 700 Club 14:55 Him: Lady. 
Let’s Dance - A waitress becomes an 
Ice-skating star but her agent hits hard 
times 16:20 Mighty Mouse 16:55 
Jonny Quest 17:20 Dangermouse 
17:45 Superbook I118:10 Hart To Hart 
19:10 Rescue 911 20:00 World News 
Tonight (Arabic) 20:30 CNN Headline 
News 21:00 Wings 22:20 Murder She 
Wrote 23:10 The 700 Pub 00:00 Spe¬ 
cial Programs 


CABLE 


■ FAMILY CHANNEL (3) 

8:00 Local broadcast 9:00 One Life to 


Live 9:45 The Young and the Restless 
10:30 Guests In the Living Room 
11:00 I Love Lucy 11:30 Celeste 
12:15 Neighbors 12:40 Falcon Crest 
13:30 Designing Women 14:00 Israeli 
Pips 14:15 I'll Fly Away 15:00 Topaz 
15:45 Knots Landing 16:35 Neighbors 
17:00 Love Boat 17:50 Israeli Clips 
18:05 One Life to Live 18:50 The 
Young and the Resdess 19:30 Local 
broadcast 20:00 Celeste 20:50 Falcon 
Crest 21:45 Cheers 22:10 Models, Inc. 
22:55 Silk Stalkmgs 23:45 Coach 
00:10 The Commish 1:00 Murder She 
Wrote 

■ MOVIE CHANNEL (4) 

10:30 Missing Pisces (1983) (rpt) 
12:10 Short movie 12:50 Mon Onde 
(1958) (rpt) 14:45 Happy Together 
(1989) - romantic comedy starring Pat¬ 
rick Dempsey and Helen Slater (rpt) 
10:25 Avalanche Express (1979) - spy 
thriller about a meeting of international 
spies on a train from Milan to Rotter¬ 
dam. Starring Robert Shaw. Linda Ev¬ 
ans and Lee Marvin 17:55 Other Peo¬ 
ple’s Money (1991) (rpt) 19:30 The Giri 
who Came Late (19911 (rpt) 21:00 
Heartbreak Hotel (19B8) - Chris Colum¬ 
bus directs this cute if wacky comedy 
about an Ohio teenager who kidnaps 
Elvis in 197Z so that he can make his 
mom a present of her idoL Starring 
Charlie Schlatter, David Keith and Tues¬ 
day Weld (96 mlnsl 22:40 Reversal of 
Fortune (1990) (rpt) 00:30 Misery 
(1990) (rpt) 2:15 Love at Large (1990) 
(rpt) 

■ CHILDREN (6) 

6:30 Cartoons 9:00 Cartoons 9:36 
Dreamstone 10:00 The Three Mouse- 
keteers 10:38 He-Man 11:05 Saved by 
the Bell 11:40 Beverly Hills 90210 
12:40 Owl TV 13:00 Cartoons 13:35 
Beniamin Bluemchen 14:00 Three Lit¬ 
tle Ghosts 14:35 Bill and Ted 15:05 
He-Man 15:35 Major Dad 16:00 Flying 
Classroom 16:10 Beverly Hills 90210 
16:55 Flying Classroom 17:05 Beak- 
man’s World 17:30 Tazmania 18:05 
Dreamstone 18:30 The Three Mouse- 
keteers 19:00 Cartoons 19:30 Three’s 
Company 20:00 Married with Children 
20:25 Hanging with Mr. Cooper 20:45 
All in the Family 21:15 Law and Order 

■ SECOND SHOWING (6) 

22:00 Aria (1988) - ten directors 
(among them Nicolas Roeg, Ken Rus¬ 
sell, Robert Altman and Jean-Luc Go¬ 
dard) present their interpretations of 
opera's greatest hits. Starring John 
Hurt Buck Henry, Beverly D'Angelo and 
others 23:35The Genera) (1927) - clas¬ 
sic silent comedy set during the Ameri¬ 
can Civil War starring Buster Keaton as 
a train driver chasing a group of South¬ 
ern soldiers who have hijacked his train 
with his girlfriend still on board (76 
mins) 

■ DISCOVERY (8) 

6:00 Open University: Social Sciences 
11:00 Zulu Legend 12:00 Torture 
13:00 Pacific Outdoors 13:30 Festi¬ 
vals of the World 14:00 Open Universi¬ 
ty (repeat of morning's programs) 
16:00 Zulu Legend 17:00 Torture 
18:00 Open University (repeat of 
morning’s programs) 20:00 Wild 
South 21:00 The Greatest Game on 
Earth 21:30 Secret Life of the Office 
22:00 American Power 23:00 Pacific 
Outdoors 23:30 Festivals of the World 
00:00 Open University (repeat of 
morning’s programs) 

■ SUPER CHANNEL 

7:00 Business Insiders 7:30 NBC 
News 8:00 UN World News 8:15 US 
Market Wrap 8:30 Business Insiders 
9:00 UN World News 9:15 US Market 
Wrap 9^0 Inside EdrtionIDrOOSiJpfeK 
Shop 11:00 Rolonda 12:00 Rivera 
Live 13:00 Today's Business 13:30 FT 
Business Today 14:00 Today 16:00 
The Money Wheel 18:30 FT Business 
Tonight 19:00 Today 20:00 ITN World 


News 20:30 Supersport 21:30 Date¬ 
line 22:3Q Inside Edition 23:00 -ITN 
World News 23:30 The Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno 00:30 Real Personal 
1:00 FT Business Tonight 1:30 Nightly 
News 

■ STAR PLUS 

6:00 Donahue 7:00 El TV 7:30 Aero¬ 
bics 8:00 Neighbors 8:30 Santa Barba¬ 
ra 9:30 The Bold and the Beautiful 
10:00 Oprah Winfrey 11:00 Riviera 
11:30 Julia Child's Cooking with Mas¬ 
ter Chefs 12:00 Aerobics 12:30 The 
Sullivans 13ti90 Small Wonder 13:30 
Robotech 14:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles 14:30 Batman 15:00 El TV 
15:30 Neighbors 16:00 M # A*S # H 
16:30 Miniseries: Mistral’s Daughter 
(part 3 of 4) 18:30 The Bold and the 
Beautiful 19:00 Santa Barbara 20:00 
The Twilight Zona 20:30 M C A*S*H 
21:00 The Fall Guy 22:00 E! TV 22:30 
Neighbors 23:00 Miniseries: Murder- 
era Among Us (pari 1 of 2) 1:00 Perfect 
Scoundrels 


RADIO 


■ VOICE OF MUSIC 

6:06 Waking to Music 9:00 Brahms: 
Trio in E flat for horn, violin and piano 
op 40 (Tuckwell. Perlman. Ashkenazy); 
Mozart: Harp and flute concerto in C 
(Dellef. Zaba I eta/Berlin PO/Mirzen- 
dorfer); Beethoven: Piano concerto no 
1 (Michelangeli/Vienna SO/Giulini); 
Schumann: Piano concerto in A minor 
(Van Cliburn/Chicago SO/Reiner) 
±11:05 Paganini: Violin concerto no 1 
(Perlman/Royal PCVFoster); Elgar: Vio¬ 
lin concerto in B minor (PerimanfChica-' 
go SO/Barenboim): Schubert: Sympho¬ 
ny no 4 *Tragic" (Berlin PO/Maazef) 
±12:50 Zemlinsky: Lyric Symphony 
(Varady. soprano/Fischer-Dieskau, bari- 
ton e/Berlin PQ/MaazeJ); Gliere: Russian 
Sailors’ Dance (Philadelphia/Ormandy) 
14:06 Excerpts from Verdi operas - 
Nabucco, Luisa Miller, La Traviata, II 
Trovatore 16:00 Guest program 18:00 
Pi erne: Les Enfants & Bethltem 19:05 
Folk music from near and far 20:03 
Bruckner: Quartet in C minor (Archi¬ 
bald!) 20:30 A Classical Winter - fes¬ 
tive opening concert, live broadcast 
from Jerusalem International Confer¬ 
ence Center. International Symphony 
Orchestra, cond. Lorin Maazel-Mahler: 
Symphony no 5 ±22:00 Florentine fes¬ 
tival songs from the 16th century (New 
London Consort/Pickatt) 23:00 Domino 

— classical jazz 

■ RADIO 3 

Music all day and night 

■ REKA 

18:00 News in English 18:15 News in 
French 20:00 News in Russian 

■ ARMY RADIO 

5:02 Good Morning IDF 6:00 An¬ 
nouncements 6:05 University of the Air 

- From Brain Cells to Psychiatric Illness 
8:30 Good Morning Israel 7:07 Seven- 
O-Seven 8:00 Good Morning Israel 
9:05 it’s Difficult in the Morning 10:05 
Right Now 12:50 Today's Entertain¬ 
ment 13:00 Midday News 13:15 It's 
Uncertain 15:05 Someone to Talk To 
16:00 An Hour Before 17:00 Good 
Evening Israel 18:05 Over the Horizon 
18^30 Eavesdropping 20:00 Evening 
news - Channel 2 TV broadcast 20:30 
Live basketball broadcast 23:05 This 
Was the Day 00:10 Night Birds 2:00 
We Don't Want to Steep 

■ ARMY ON WHEELS 

7:05 The State on the Way 9:05 Songs 
IOtOS Sun' 12:05 Mr Conditioning 
13:05 .Showers 14:05 Something fer¬ 
tile Road 15:05 Program with Yoav 
Kutner 16:05 Driving Wisely 18:05 
Program with Lea Oz 20:05 Below the 
Belt 22:05 Good Night 


CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1 Painter with urge to action 
at breakfast (5,3,3) 

9 Faintness of girl with 
something due to change (9) 

10 Doh-ray-me up to eclipse we 
hear! (5) 

11 Wise, old Greek in Troy home 
alternative! (6) 

12 Don’t know nothing in 
ranting round! (8) 

13 Replacement from players at 
Zurich (6) 

15 Fresh com with each move 
over boundary (8) 

18 Relatively like a non? (8) 

19, 3 & 25 Tenth I holed in 
heath a different way to be 
exact (3,3,4A3,4) 


21 React strangely to my 
possessing imagination in 
frhp making (8) 

23 Obliterate notes on a card (6) 

28 Former rat changed ran (5) 

27 Scatter observed sign of 
discernment (5-4) 

28 Fashion with dog offering 
new directions (11) 


DOWN 

1 Settle degree in jousting (7) 

2 Throws out players! (5) 

3 See 19 across 

4 Commonsense of we French? 
(4) 

5 Come forth with Bible 
suddenly appearing (8) 



6 Force us to zeal (5) 

7 Marie of no advantage (7) 

8 Affable about east plan (8) 

14 Uneasy about ones to 

question? (8) 

16 Emphasise about working as 
police officer say? (9) 

17 Bone is mostly old keyboard 
instrument! (8) 

18 Extraordinarily cedes about 
London University to denote 
achievement (7) 

20 Me, in the end, will hesitate 
to be the one to make 
alterations (7) 

23 Characteristic of the 
turncoat with no alternative 
(5) 

24 Takes from easy ethical 
extract up to now (2,3) 

25 See 19 across 


SOLUTIONS 


aaaa an 
□aaaaanan □Hsus 
a a a a a a a 
QHaasmQs aasann 
a a 3 a s a a 
□ass anaasiaas 
a 3 a 3 a 
'arnsnana amaanHa 
as □ □ 3 

anassaan hhuhh 
□ s □ o a □ 3 
nBmaam naQssBHQ 
3 a m a 11 a □ 
SQaaci HfflQnnsciss 
a ta □ a a a 


Yesterday's Quick Solution 

ACBOSSt 1 Magnet, 4 Chewed, 7 
Bdemptre. 9 Giak 10 Mgh U ScoU.13 

Evince, 14 Archer; IS Renown. 17 Baffle. 
U Lnuf. 20 Saea. 22 Sloe, 2S Enswatbed. 
^4 Cygnet, 25 Outfit. 

DOWN: 1 Meagre. 2 Next. 3 Throne. 4 
Tapala, 5 Bam. S Ktfaec 7 Sspujnan.8 
SefatfUd, 11 Scowl. 12 Dreed. 15 Rustic, 
16 Nitwit, 17 Bistre, 18£retnu,21Aiam. 
22 Sam 



QUICK CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Spin (5) 

4 Cupboard (7) 

8 Free (7) 

9 Think (5) 

10 Playwright (5) 

11 US state (7) 

13 For —, etemaly (4) 
15 Venerate (6) 

17 Cared for (6) 

20 Digits (4) 

S&A splitting (7) 

24 Mediterranean 
port(5) 

26 Mediterranean tree 
(5) 

27 Authorisation (7) 

28 Fragrantly (7) 

29 Awe (5) 


DOWN 

1 Fighter (7) 

2 Ticks over (5) 

3 Tyro (7) 

4 Divide (61 

5 THbe (anag.) (5) 

6 Unconfident (7) 

7 Schubert’s fish! (5) 
12 Eagle (4) 

14 Prohibition (4) 

16 Trace (7) 

18 Conducted (7) 

19 Drew up (7) 

21 Traffic sign (3-3) 

22 Loose down (5) 

23 Passive <5) 

25 Likeness (5) 









NEWS 


Wednesday, December 21,199^ - - 


Treasury: Capital wasted funds 
on road without its go-ahead 

Long-awaited French Hill interchange to open today 


THE Jerusalem Municipality has 
wasted millions of shekels on a 
proposed highway that was to 
complement the new French Hill 
interchange, according to Trea¬ 
sury officials. 

The long-awaited opening of 
the interchange is scheduled for 
today. 

A Treasury spokesman said the 
municipality started work on the 
new highway. Route 16, without 
first getting a commitment for 
Treasury funding. 

After studying the proposal for 
the route - stated to link the 

Ma’aleh Adumim road with 
Route 1 by a four-lane tunnel 
through Mount Scopus - the 
Treasury recently ruled it was ob¬ 
solete. given the new French Hilt 
interchange, the spokesman said. 

"The Treasury never approved 
carrying out the project ... and 
[after carrying out studies! has 
decided that it would not he 


bill hutman 


worthwhile to build, Ihe spokes¬ 
man said. 

But instead of waiting for the 
Treasury decision, the former 
and present city administrations 
invested several million shekels 
in construction of the road over 
the past two years, according to 
the spokesman. 

Work was halted earlier this 
year when funds ran out, and the 
construction site just under the 
Hebrew University’s Mount Sco¬ 
pus campus was abandoned. 

City officials strongly denied 
the allegations of waste, and cau¬ 
tioned that if the Treasury does 
not fund the proposed highway, 
northern Jerusalem's traffic will 
remain a mess even with the new 
French Hill interchange. 

"The highway [Route i&J is vi¬ 
tal to solving the traffic problems 
in northern Jerusalem." said city 


councilman Shmuel Shkedi, who 
holds the transport portfolio at 
Citv Hall. 

Between 20 and 25 percent of 
the vehicles that loday reach ihc 
French Hill interchange come 
from the direction of Ma’aleh 
Adumim. Shkedi said. Traffic 
jams will remain bad at the inter¬ 
change if Route lb is not built, he 
added. 

"The French Hill interchange 
is only stage one. Without stage 
two [Route 16], we will remain 
far away from a solution. Shkedi 
said. 

Shkedi said construction^ of 
Route 16 was estimated at NIS 70 
million and that, contrary to what 
Finance Ministry officials sav. 
studies had shown the project to 
be cost-effective. 

Some NIS b million have al¬ 
ready been invested in the high¬ 


way, from money allocated to the 
city by the Transport Ministry, 
Shkedi added. 

Shkedi, Jerusalem Mayor 
Ebud Olmert and Transport Min¬ 
ister Yisrael Kessar are slated to 
attend the opening celebrations 
of the fust section of the French 
Hill interchange this afternoon. 

The first span of the two-span 
overpass has been completed at 
the intersection and will already 
be open to traffic as of 5 a.m. this 
morning, a city spokesman said. 
It will be closed from 10 a.m. to 
noon for the ceremony, and then 
reopened. 

Until the second span is com¬ 
pleted. ihe two-lanc overpass will 
be open only to traffic from the 
north between the horns of 1 a.m. 
to 1U a.m.. and from 10 a.m. to 1 
a.m. to traffic from both 
directions. 


Lack of portfolio keeping YPiid from coalition 


Yl'UD MK Gonen Segev yester¬ 
day rejected the notion that a 
new porrfolio - infrastructure - 
be created for him by splitting it 
off from the Energy Ministry and 
combining it with bits and pieces 
of other ministries. 

As of last night, the main ob¬ 
stacle to the entry of Segev and 
MK Alex Goldfarb into Lhe coali¬ 
tion was that there is no portfolio 
to give Segev. 

A meeting planned for last 
night between Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and Segev was put 
off until today, in the hope some 
solution would present itself. Ra¬ 
bin is to take up the problem with 
Labor ministers today. 

Segev hoped to be given the 
Energy and Infrastructure Minis¬ 
try and. have Goldfarb appointed 
a deputy minister in a different 
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ministry, but Police and Energy 
Minister Mosbe ShahaJ refuses to 
yield the energy portfolio. 

Now. after the government ini¬ 
tiated and passed legislation to 
circumvent a ruling by the High 
Court of Justice against admitting 
Segev to the government, there is 
no portfolio to give him. . 

The idea to build an infrastruc¬ 
ture portfolio came from Rabin. 
He proposed to take some infra¬ 
structure activities away from 
Shahal, while also taking the sew¬ 
erage department from the Inte¬ 
rior Minisrry, the Water Commis¬ 
sion from the Agriculture 
Ministry, and possibly the Public 
Works Department from the 
Housing Ministry. 

All the ministers involved. 


however, have already refused to 
go along with Rabin's 
suggestions. 

Segev finally said yesterday that 
he has "no wish to get an artificial 
ministerial creation. Nor do 1 want 
to be a minister without portfolio. 
In my informal understanding with 
Rabin, we agreed that I was tu get 
a real portfolio with real substance 
and not bits from here and there 
stitched together. What I now 
want is for Rabin to live up to his 
part of the bargain.” 

The third Yi’ud MK. Esther 
Salmovitz, is refusing to join her 
faction colleagues in the coali¬ 
tion. believing their joining rep¬ 
resents a betrayal of voters who 
voted for Tsomel, where the 
three originated. She met with 


Rabin to ask his assistance in sep¬ 
arating herself from the Yi’ud 
faction without aborting her en¬ 
tire political career. 

Salmovitz is restricted by legis¬ 
lation that denies financing to a 
single MK who splits from a fac¬ 
tion. and denies that MK the 
right to run in the next Knesset 
election on any list unless he or 
she resigns six months before the 
election. 

Salmovitz would like to retuni 
tu Tsomet, and has asked the oth¬ 
er two to formally split from her. 
Segev and Goldfarb refused. 

him adds: 

Moshe Yemin, head of the 
Tsomet branch in Rishon Lezion, 
petitioned the High Court yester¬ 
day. asking it to force the Yi’ud 
members to resign from the 
Knesset. 


Health Ministry: Extra coverage for those who ask for it 


THE Health Ministry will prohib¬ 
it the health funds from automati¬ 
cally including all members in 
supplementary health insurance 
schemes, except those who opt 
out of them. 

Ministry deputy director-gen¬ 
eral Gabi Bin-Nun said insurers 
will be able to include in these 
programs only those who specifi¬ 
cally ask to participate. 

The ministry will, in the next 
few days, inform all the health 
funds what they may include un¬ 
der their supplementary health 
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insurance schemes, said Bin- 
Nun. All the schemes will have to 
be approved in advance by 
Health Minister Ephraim Sneh, 
he said. 

The insurers may not include 
any medical services that are pro¬ 
vided to all residents through the 
basket of health services institut¬ 
ed by the national health insur¬ 
ance system starting January 1. 
Until now, transplants abroad 
have been included in supple¬ 


mentary health insurance 
schemes: from January, they will 
be included in the basket. 

The Maccabi health fund has 
sent a letter to ail its members 
urging them not to cancel their 
standing bank orders, because 
this vyould cancel their member¬ 
ship in its Keren Maccabi and 
Maccabi Magen supplementary 
health insurance programs. Any¬ 
one who cancels participation 
and then wants to rejoin will lose 


benefits or pay higher rates. Mac¬ 
cabi says. 

Kupat Holim Meuhedet has 
also adopted the opt-out policy 
for its Meuhedet Adif and Meu¬ 
hedet Zahav supplementary in¬ 
surance plans. Meuhedet sources 
said they had not yet received 
clear explanations from the 
ministry. 

Kupat Holim Clalit yesterday 
announced it would offer a new 
supplementary insurance scheme 
to its members through the Dikla 
company. 



Former Shas MK Yair Levy (right) talks with his attorney, 
hearing yesterday on Levy’s appeal against his sentence, 

Yair Levy asks Suj 

to UDhold his ok 


(Isaac 1 Hajari) 


FORMER Shas MK Yair Levy’s 
attorney yesterday asked the Su¬ 
preme Court to uphold a plea 
bargain which would reduce 
Levy’s sentence from five to 
three years' imprisonment. 

Attorney Yehuda Weinstein 
told the court that it should over¬ 
turn the decision of Tel Aviv Dis¬ 
trict Court Judge Arye Segelson, 
who rejected a plea bargain 
reached between Weinstein and 
the prosecution. Accepting the 
plea bargain would ease the bur¬ 


den on the justice system by has¬ 
tening die legal process, Wein¬ 
stein argued. 

During the hearing on the. a pr 
peal yesterday, Weinstein criti¬ 
cized Segelson, saying the judge 
had been “unusually affected by 
the media” in his derision to rer 
ject the plea bargain and sen¬ 
tence Levy to five years in jafl. 

Attorney Yehoshna Resnrk, 
head of the criminal division in 
the State Attorney's Office, said' 


he stands .by the plea bargain but 
could not say that the sentence 
issued by Segdlson. was not 
^appropriate. v 

..Supreme-Court Justices Eliezer 
Goldberg." Eliahu Mazza, and 
Misbael Cheshin asked Resrik to 
take a clear position on the issue.; 
“Either.you support the.plea bar¬ 
gain or .yon are opposed to it,” 
Mazza told Resnik. 

The justices said toey would 
give their derision on .toft appeal 
at a later date. •" (Mm) 


Second ‘Ma’ariv’ journalist, Yonatan Gefen, 
identifies his voice on tape in wiretap case 


MA ’ARTV journalist Yonatan 
Gefen yesterday identified his 
voice as being on a tape secret¬ 
ly made on a wiretap of the 
paper’s computer department 
chief, Giora Gilat 
The tape, which includes re¬ 
cordings of several conversa¬ 
tions Gilat had, was allegedly 
found at the offices of the Shef 
company. It indnded conver¬ 
sations with journalist Annum 
Abramowitz, who subsequent¬ 


ly resigned ttmthe |«iper. 
Ma’ariv filed two complaints 
with police about wiretapping, 
one about the wiretapping R- 
selL and the other charging 
fabrication of evidence against 
the newspaper. 

Meanwhile, the Tel Aviv 
Magistrate’s Court yesterday 
ordered the district attorney to 
give prosecution evidence to 
die lawyers of Rafi Freidan 
and Ya’acov Tsar, accused of 


roApjang die pfaonesotWe- 
dia personalities and journal-; 
ists. The evidence includes tes¬ 
timony to police by publishers 
Arnon.Mozes of Yediot Ahar- 
onot and Offer Nimrod! of 
Ma'atif. 

The court also instructed 
the prosecution to hand over 
relevant evidence relating to 
the investigation of Bezek em¬ 
ployee Baruch 

Rubinstein. - Itim 


Patt promises long debate on change in meat import law 
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KNESSET Economics Commit¬ 
tee chairman Gideon Patt said 
yesterday that proposals to foibid 
the import of all nonkosher meat 
and meat products represent a 
substantial change in the status 
quo and would have to be exten¬ 
sively debated. 

Patt said that if the restrictions 
on meat imports are approved, 
these would likely lead to de¬ 
mands for similar restrictions on 
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imports of milk products, canned 
goods, and others. 

Therefore, the committee 
plans to hear out Industry and 
Trade Minister Micha Harish, the 
meat importers, civil rights 
groups , consumer groups, and 
other interested parties that had 
asked to appear before iL 

MK Yitzhak Levy of the Na¬ 
tional Religious Party said the 


law, which forbids the import of 
nonkosher frozen meat but does 
not. specify other types of non¬ 
kosher meat, does not fulfill the 
government’s promises. He said 
that Harish had also given import 
permits for nonkosher meat 
products- to Jews, not only to 
Christians and Moslems. 

Moshe Gafni (United Torah 


Judaism) said that all the reli¬ 
gious parties want to do is anchor 
the status quo in law. In. the past - 
whether to protecr local produc¬ 
ers or because the government 
handled all frozen meat imports - 
no nonkosher meat was 
imported. 

MK Naomi Hazan (Meretz) 
called the bills are regressive. 
“Maybe we had such proposals in 
the Middle Ages,” she said; 


House Committee rejects Moledet dispute compromise 


THE Knesset House Committee 
yesterday rejected a compromise 
proposal aimed at resolving the 
dispute in Moledet between fac¬ 
tion chairman Rehavam Ze’evi 


DAN IZENBERG 


and MK Shaul Gutman, on the 
grounds that it was illegal. 

Ze’evi has asked the commit- 
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tee to rule that by bis actions, 
Gutman has effectively defected 
from the faction, even though 
Gutman insists that he continues 
to be a member in good s tanding . 

The dispute between the two 
I involves a crucial matter of par- 
F liamentary precedent. It could 
also determine Gutman’s politi¬ 
cal future. 

If the committee accepts Ze’e- 
vi’s demand, it would mark the 
first time the Knesset has over¬ 
ruled an MK and determined 
against his will that be has defect¬ 
ed from his faction. In practical 
terms. It would mean, in accor¬ 
dance with a recent amendment 
to the Basic Law: Government, 
that Gutman would not receive 
party funding for the next elec¬ 
tion campaign. 

Because of the constitutional 
aspects of the issue, and because 
committee members are loathe to 
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intervene in the internal disputes 
of political parties, ■ a group of 
MKs, spearheaded by Eli Dayan 
(Labor), tried to find an out-of- 
committee solution so the com¬ 
mittee would not have to vote on 
the mutter. 

Dayan, Ze’evi, and the legal 
adviser of the committee present¬ 
ed a proposal offering Gutman 
semi-legal status. According to 
the proposal, “MK Shaul Gut¬ 
man wfl] receive, as much as pos¬ 
sible, the status and rights that 
the House Rule and parliamenta¬ 
ry custom accord to a single-per¬ 
son faction, except for party 
funding.” 

Committee chairman Haggaii 
Merom said he would not “go 
along with a maneuver based on 
an illegal agreement It is unac¬ 
ceptable to make a joke of the 
status of a faction.” Hie commit¬ 
tee supported Merom and told- 
the negotiators to come up with a 
new proposal. 
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